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“QUR LITERARY LANGUAGE"
FIrsT STAGE: 1200 TU 1600
About 1200 apeard a remarkabl work
(named Ormulum after the author’s own
name, Orm) ritn in north-east Midland of
Lincounshir, the first clear exampl of the

form our literary language was destind tu |1

asume, a long dreary poem (10,000 lines)
in a sadly monotonos unrimed meter, with
introduction, parafrases red in church du-
ring the year, and homilies on them. The
sole existing manuscript was ritn by Orm
himself in his own fonetic speling which
he strongly recomends. This and his very
regular meter leav no dout as tu gramatic
forms, and giv his poem, otherwise unin-
viting, high filologic value..............
Chaucer likewise employd the east Mid-
land dialect with slight modifications of
Orm’s-language due tu his living in Lon-
don insted of Lincoushirand tu living 150
years later. Agresment, as tu gramatic
uzages, is extremely close, alowing for
laps of time, and comparison givs most
indubitabl results. Ther is no better way
tu lern Chaucer’s gramar.

East Midland had some varieties: dia-
lects of Linconshirand of Norfok wer not
quite the same and both diferd somewhat
from that of Essex-Midlsex; but general
caracteristics ar very much alike inall, In
time, speech of students at Oxford and
Cambridge closely asimilated tu that of
the Court in London; and this *educated”
type was naturaly that tu which Caxton
and great 16th century riters endevord tu
conform.—SKEAT in Eng. Dialects, p.T3.

We pas from Manning tu Chaucer, from
Chaucer tu Lydgate and Caxton, tu Lord

=" EXPLANATION : OMmIT useles letters;
CHANGE (if sounded so0) d tu ¢, ph or ghtu f; otu
u in lo, do, who, prove, move, behove, shoe, canoe.
=¥ For fuller explamation and Platform see
cover of Annual of New 8Speling (postpaid,10 c.)

Surrey and Sackvil and Spenser without
any real change in the actual [Spoken]
dialect employd, but only in the form [or
Speling] of it.—744d., p. 79. :
West Midland differs litl from east M.

It aproches Northumbrian more nearly
n some respects.—/bid.

It is notorios that the Northern dialect
admits Scandinavian words freely; tru, in
les degree, of east-M.,rare in Suthern and
suthern west-M. Constant Danish inva-
sion and subjection of England by three
Danish kings, Cnut and succesors, materi-
aly increast our vocabulary;........ more
fordialects than standard language.—/7bid., p. 8.

ORTHOGRAFIES IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

In Austria-Hungary fourteen languages
ar spoken—elevn in the army—a hot-bed
in politics with antipathies in race, lan-
guage and religion as important elements.
Canada has the same in les degree.

Austria-Hungary, mostly inland, reach-
esthe hed of the Adriatic sea, with Trieste
its main port. Recently a direct pasnger
and freight service was establisht from

there tu Canada (Trieste tu Saint John,

N.B.) This and the recent Turco-Balkan
war bring “near-east” nations in evidence
by great immigration therfrom of Bulga-
rians, Serbs, Rumanians, Poles, Chechs,
and the rest. Their languages, ritn and
spoken, hav great interest. Capt. F. Baron
de Haan, Chief of Coast Pilot Bureau of
Austria-Hungary, rote from Trieste a gen-
eral statement tu evry word of which we
ask markt atention, becaus many parts of
our general problem (evolution of a real
Orthografy) find solution there alredy.
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