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GEOGRAFICAL NAMES,

It is ofn & question how to spel terms
in geografy with the old alfabet. This is
largely due to our letrs having no setld
valyu. When such a term is speld, it is
& second and greater dificulty, due to the
same cxus, how to pronounce it, Speling
names in [ndiz has long been & dificulty
—one puting & name one way, another, a
diferent way, and both puzld to pronouns
The Indian Scciety hav been compeld to
adopt a system for the names of India.—
Hence, the foloinys, as reported in the
Ath-newn is important, 1t aplies to ge-
ografic names generaly.

The Ccuneil of tae Royal (teografical Society
of Engiand hav adopted the foloing rules for
8uch geografical names as ar not, in the cuntris
to which they belong, ritn in Roman carasters.
These r-les ar identical with thoz sdopted for
the Admiraltycharts, and wil henceforth be used
in publicatious of the Sooety:

Nochangs wil be made in the orthografy
of foren names in ountris which use Roman lerrs:
thus, Sianish, ¢ortugese, Dutoh, eto., names wil
be speld as by the respeoctiv nations. N

2. Neither wilany change be made in speling
such names in langaages which ar not ritn in

man caracters as hav become by long usage
tamiliar to wnglish readers: thus Coleutta, Cutch,
elebes. Mecca, oto., wi! retain present form.

8. The tru sound of the wora as luoaly pro
nounst wil be taken as the basis of the speline.

4. Anaproximatios, owever, to the sound is
alune simd at A system which wud stempt to
ropresent the more delizat inflections of sound
and accent wud be 30 somplicated as only to de-
feat itself,

5. Tre broad festures ot
VOWELS ar pronounst A8 I8 I _t1a% and CONSOX-
ART8 A8 Iv ENGLIBH.

6, Ouoe gooent only is usad—the acute—to de-
note the sylabl on which stresis laid.

Hvry letr is pronounst. When two vowels
¢)me together. oash one is sounded, tho the ra-
sult, ¥nen 8poken quikly, is sometimes soaraely
to be dist'nguisht fr 'm 2 sing’ sound, 83 at, au. 6i.

8. Indian names ar accepted ssspeld in Hun-

for’'s Gazeteer.
sy shud delib-

o gystem ar that

The fact that such 2 s
eratly adopt ltalian valyu. Sor vowels in
preference to their own is to us striking
—especialy as they adhere to tkeir own
consonantal valyus. A similar result bas
been reacht in Japan. See pages 54 and
67. We believ the adoption of Italian
valyus is unavoidabl. German valyus ar

but slightly diferent from Italian, yet wud
acord a litl vetr with our customary use
of letrs. Tho 4th paragraf above is wor-
thy atentiv observation.

ASIMILATION & COALESENCE.

The asimilation of two sounds in speech
is quite comon. Eufony requires it. A
corresponding asimilation is wel establisht
in curent orthografy. Thus, sub changes
to sup before p, as in supposition, ad, to as
as in assent; ob to op, as in opposition;
and so on. Eufony steps in again, and
refuses to pronounce both letrs, human
nature exclaiming with the witches in
Mucbeth against this

« Dubl, dubl toil and trubl,”

The question as naturaly arises: Why not
let the two letrs coalés as the two sounds
hav coslest? When two houses adjoin, 2
comon wall is deemd enuf. We believ
that where one hous has been put up be-
fore the other the law compels the owner
of the latr to pay the other owner hat the
valyu ov the comon wall —bilding two be-
ing wasteful and useles, Why not supres
the useles letr? and let the principl coal-
esence hav free play and acount for the
letr dropt. In erlier stages of our tung
it was quite comon to find one of the two
suprest. This we believ to be the reason
for the 1lth of Fiiologic Societis’ Joint
Rules (giva page 31.) and which warrants
prety general omision of one of dubl letrs.
Ferguson for Fergus-son is an an ilustra—
tion of a word in which an s has coalest.
May the number of such be increas..

So much for omiting one of dubl letrs,
Omiting one of twe similar letrs alredy
ocurs in old speling altho both ar sound.
ed. a8 cighth insted of eightth for 8th, If
we do sc¢ where it is sounded, surely we
eay do 80 when it is silent.

- Mr Isaac Fry, postmaster at Cayuga
Ont , sends the Toronto Globes list of 113
ways of speiing Cayuge oevry one of which
had been receivd at his oftice,



