
THE WRECK OF THE 4 ARCTIC."

was made for the boats. Dozens, thinking to make them-
selves secure, climbed into one as she hung by the davits,
and breaking her down, fell into the sea and were nearly
all drowned; the others were overcrowded and swarped,
many men and women leaping into then from the dcck
when they were already crowded. No blarne can attach to
the captain for this state of things ; he did all that it was
possible for him to do to restore order, in which case rnany
valuable lives might have been spared ; but the catastrophe
was so sudden and unexpected that the passengers, and
I am sorry to be obliged to add many of the crew, lost all
self-control and rushed upon their own self-destruction.

" The captain now ordered the fore-yard to be cut down,
and had it sawed in two and lashed with other spars, thus
making a raft about forty feet long by three or four wide,
which when finished was launched, and in a few minutes
sixty or seventy persons were clinging to it. Several smaller
rafts were made of doors, barrels, or anything else that
would float.

"The water was rapidly rising, all the pumping having
little effect in keeping it down ; and at last, while we were
yet at work constructing more rafts the vessel began to
settle down.

"It vas awful to note the despair and agony that was
marked on every face. But there was not much time to
look about; the sea was rushing into the ship in great
volumes, and when it closed over the smoke-pipe there rose
from beneath it a sound like a heavy groan, terminating in
a wailing sigh. This was no doubt produced by the stearn
and heat of the boiler being brouglit in contact with cold
sea-water; but at that moment it had a weird and unnatural
sound, never to be forgotten.

" In an instant all who were on board were engulfed in
the surging waters. Down, down we sank into the depths
of the ocean. I did not lose consciousness even for a
moment ; but the terrible thought flashed across me that I
should never again see the loved ones at ohome. Just when
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