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GAME BANTAMS.
,A few nionths agoD I was asked to

contribute some information about
Game Bantanis, and should have coni-
plied wvith the request carlier if time
had permitted.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS.

Gaiiùe Bantams should be Gaine
Fowvl4 iii miniature, ani( when full grown
and in good showing condition the cock
should weigh froni 24 to 26 ounces, and
the lien frorn 18 to 20 ounces.

There are four leadingy varieties re-
cognized as the standard colors, viz:
Black-breasted Reds, Brown-breasted
Reds, Duckiwings, and Piles; and of
these the first named are the most nu-
rderous:

Shape and carrnage, otherwise style,
is the most important point in the Ganse
Bantans, and tIhe nearer yon get to thse
Garge model thse more valuable becomes
the kird. The points required are fine,'
long, narrow, gracefully curved beads
and necks. broad shoulders and chest;
short bodies, iredge shaped, tapering
away ta the fine narrow stemas: short
wings, carried well forward, and close
Up to the sides of the body: long
straiglit legs, standing well apart, long
straiglit toes; tIse back toe weIl de-
veloped, and flat on the ground, straiglît
out behind, flot twisted sideways: thse
tail carried close and tightly together,
at a very slight elevation; not drooping
as if spiritless, but carried firinly and
graceftsîîy weIl back. It should be com-
posed of short and narrow feathers-and.
while speaking about style, I would re-
mark, that thse points specially to, be
Euarded against are long or drooping
wings; prominently projecting breasts;
spread or fanned tails, carried high, or
over thse back; short and broad Iseads;-
thick necks ; narrow shoulders and
broad sterns; long bodies; short-thick
legs. AIL these are commor. failîts, and
should be seruipuloslsy avoided. Color
is,.thepoint second iii imîportance. Then

hardness and closeness of feather, then
markings, then size, and of course con-
dition is always of great importance,
and this applies flot only to the healtis
of the bird, but to, the state of its feath-
er, &c.

I wiIl now deseribe the colors accord-
ing to our present exhibition standard,
whichi I believe is a vcry good oiie, ani
has been the resuit of inucli experience.

0f course this standard applies
equally to Ganie Fowls and G-:ame Ban-
tains.
COLORI 0F BLACK-BREASTED RED COCK.

Face, bright red: Bye, clear vermi-
lion red: Beak, upper mnxdible dark
horn, under mandible greenish horn
brown. Neclt ackle and hecid feathers,
rich orange red, free from black stripes.
Back andI wing bow, rich clear bright
crjînson, graduaUly shading into orange
in the rump hackles, which should cor-
respond wvith the neek hackle: Shoul-
elers, brea8t, thighs, and tail, bluish black:
WingW-bars, steel bine: JViiig-Jih,
rich clear bay: Legs aend feet, willow or
olive green.
CowuR 0F BLACK-BREASTED ]RED HIEN.

Face, (joiab, Wattles, and Earlobes,
briglit red: Bye, vermilion red: Beak,
dark horn to match the cock's: Headc
and Neck Ifackle, gold and black, the
gold predominating, each feather hav-
ing a golden shaft and margin, withi
narrow black stripe between: Back,
wings and to outer tail feathe£rs, uni-
form light brown, inclining to drab, very
finely and delicately pencilled with
black; any red or yellow markings are
very o1jectionable; the rest of the tail
black: Breast, rich salmon red, the
centre of each feather one shade ligliter:
Belly, ashy grey: 17&iglts, ashy grey
tinged wvith *salinon: Legjs andfeet, wil-
low or olive green.
COI.OR 0F TIIE BROWN-BREASTED RED

COCu.
Facwe, dark purplishi xed: Bye, the

darkest brown, nearlcy black: Beak


