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,H0 IV TO USE ANI

CIZUR CH.
0OPENI1

It is a mistake to lock up the
.House of God anid oniy open it for
Service. Howv much better that, at
any time, we shouid be able to go
into it for a quiet prayer, or a few
-minutes' thought on hoiy things, to
rest and refresh ourseives, turning
aside out of the dusty weary ways of
toiling life. Yýes, we all agree that
is the right thing to have our church-
es open as much as possible ; but we
English are terribly slow, it seemns to
me, iii takinýg advantage o,' t/iiç

grel pizilee.It is very different
abroad. There you find on the
door-steps of a church baskets and
parcels, Ieft there by those who have
gone inside for a few moments ; and
if you pass through the open doors
you are sure to find, kneeling here
and there, abiorbed in prayer, wo-
men and children, rich and poor
alike, and although their devotions
nay be tainted with superstition, and

more frequently addressed to the
Saints than to Gode yet we cannot
but admire their simple piety, and
wishi that our own people were
equally disposed to use an open
church as it is meant to be used.

F-)r the object of having an open
church is trùiateprayer and miedita-
tion.

The first thing that we ought
to do, when wve enter a church, is tb
realise God's j5resence in His HoIy
House ; and if we do so, we shall at
once kneei down for a few moments
to offer Hi9r tile hon our due to His
Holy Nanue. Tiien having do ne
that, ve can quietly inspecte with
reverent demneanour and hushed
voice, whatever .ve are desirous of
seeing.

HAVE COUIRAGE TO COMMENCE !

But, after ail], churches are flot
left open merely to l'e seen. There
are many people who really have no
quiet place at home, where they can
say their prayers or meditate on holy
things. For these the open church
is an untold blessing, and for those
who have no difficulty in obtaining
quiet and privacy at home, a few
minutes spent in the stili church,
with ail its sacred associations, is a
wonderful help to spiritual-minded-
ness. Many persons, I arn convin-
ced, feel this, but have flot the cour-
age to commence the practice of
going into a church as they are pass-
ing to pray and meditate. They are
afraid that anyshould see them, and
remark thaf they are setting, up to
be more religlous than their neigh-
bours. This niiserable cowardice
mnust be got over ; it is quite unwor-
thy of anyone called, ini Baptisme to
bc IlChrist's faithtul soldier and ser-
vant," and "not ashamed to confess
the faith" of Our Blessed Lord.
Let us rememiber too, that everyone
who has the courage to enter on this
practicc' of using an open church,.
makes it easier for others, more tim-
id, to do so, for the commoner 4Lhe

practice grow's the less attention it
witl attract. It is also, a great heip
to the clergy and churchwardens the
open church should be much used;
if the inner swing-doors of our
churches were opening and closing
as often as those of a Free Library,
no dishonest person would have
much chance of committing robbery
and sacrilege, and ail trouble and
ex pense about Ilwatchers " or le care-
takers " would be at an~ end.

PRAYER.

-And first, as to Prayer. You want
to know what you shall pray about,
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