
THE INDEPENDENT FOBJESTER.

Lut up the fun that "«Rastus" is3 capable of.
ast fal, -%vhen the High Court Deputies were

working -%vith us, one of thein stated that Court
Staitford liad thie tirst meeting place of any place
they hiad visitC(l in the State. 'Ne have a large
hall with ail Miodern iniprovenients, banquet hall,
kitchen, large range, fine piano, easy chairs, car-
pets, and ail th lîngs making a conifortable place
for nmbers to spend tlieir îneeting-niglits in.

COr.USA, Cal., Dcc. 4th, 1899.
To the Oflicers and Meinhers of Court Sioc, No.

1067, 1. 0.1F.
DEAR aBROTIERs,-With one keg amputated, with

the other and botli arins paralyzed, %vith a large
fainily dependent upon mo without incorne and
without nn.-ana. I lay hielpless and alrnost %without
hope, whien yonir representatives lianded me the
check for 81,50'0 ini fuît payment of mny total dis-
ability dlaint.

Words are useless as vehieles by which ta co.i-
v'ey my appreciation of sucli tirnely succor in tluis
hour of dire extrenîity.

Lot nie pray that God may bltss you indiridual-
Iy and as a Court, and inay Het spare for inany
years the S.C.R. Oronhyatekhia and lus able
coadjutors that they may continue and perpetuate
the noble institution of the I.O.F. in its heaven-
born labor of relief to the sorely distressed.

Yours in L., B. and C.,
Jos. S. WVEST.

ILLINOIS.

CuicAco, 11h, Dec. 22, 1899.
Clourt Virginia, No. 1849, is "g« etting a movo

on." At our first meeting in Deceniiber w-e initiat-
ed 8 new nuembers and received 10 nev applica-
tions, l3ro. Kennedy doing most of the hiustling for
new menibers. By the Nvav, l3ro. Kennedy was

resented withi a solid gold charni îvateb of the
Orer by Court Virginia. 'Ne are organizing a

sick fund and give a reception and bail on Satur-
day evenîng, Dec. 30th, 1899, at the Schiller
Theatre Building. Being assurcd of its success,
wçe mean to keep the Court before the publie by
giving entertainrnents every month during the bal-
lance of the wvinter. 'Ne elected the folloiving ofi.

cers frthee suîgear : Bro. Wni. Purcell, C.R.;
Bro. Hudson, V. C.; Bro. Rubens, F. S.; Bro.
Ruhens, Treas.; Bro. Petorson, R.S.; Ed. F. Blakze,

IOWA.

CouxCIL BLUFFS, IOWA, Dec. 29, 1899.
I would liko te take up a few linee in your valu-

ablo paper, and give you a feîv icerns front Council
Bluffs, Iowa. Courts Council Bluffs, 3786, and
William Frise, 1626, are getting along nicely.
Court Council Bluffs, wiihmeets on every Wed-
nesday evoning, has yet to have the first meeting
at wvhich fron 4 to 8 candidates are not- initiated.
1 find it much easier neov te secure members for the
I.O.F. than at the tinie I s3tartcd. Since coin-
menci'ng work for the Order last September, I have
seeurced close to 100 applicationp,, w'hich is fairly

mood considering thîe extra large nuinber of Fra-
,ernal Orders ini tItis oit3. 1 feel it my duty te
mention our Chief Ranger, Col. Bndtz, wh'lo lias
heen ro-elected for the year 1900. Ho takes an un-
limited intereet in the Order, and especially in the
welfare of Court Ceuncil Bluffs. Wednesday even-

ing Dec. 20th, ivo wore visited by tho members of
Couilrt Akz Sar Ben of Omiaha, Neb., Who brought
over tlîeir regalia <îat thîe experiso of C. R . Btidtz),
and put on the Nvorkc to theo extrerne satisfaction of
ail present. 'Ne have nowv ait expert Recording
Seuretnry in tic person of Bro. Johni Corlies. Ahl
thec oflicers of Court Couincil Bluiffs are -cIel up in
tlîeir wvork, and, witli the exception of four, aIl the,
01(1 officers Nvere ro-elocted. Bro. Harrison, erator
of Court Couincil Bluffrs, anid a briglit young attor-
ney, fils his position very adinirably, as also doea
our Vice-Cliief Ranger.. B'ro. CGco. Cable. The new
officers were installed by mne ont Wednesday last,
Dec. 27. 1 lookz for a good lai-go Court of the For.
resters in this city. 'Ne are going to give ant in-
vitation Faîîcy Dress Bail on1 Wednesday evening,
January 10, wliicli we expeet %vill be an elaborate
affair, Bro Harvey De Long heing chiairîinan of the
conimittcc and ait expert in his liiie1ý We now put
on our own initiation, niu(el to the satisfaction of
the candidates. Not ivishiiîg to take up any nmore
of your valuable space, I %vill noiv close.

Fraterujally yours ini L., B. & c.,
FitNK ELGAz, D.S.C.R.

MAINE.

The War in Old Town.

The following two letters will show the way thîey
dIo tliings in Court Penobscot:

DVAR SIR AND BatOTHI.,-By dispen1sation Of
the Suprenie Court relative to t'ic admnission of
menibers at reduced rates, the termi lias becen ex-
tended thirougli Decemnber.

that oyster supper promnised us by the etîîer side if
wve won the coîîtest, but as thîey have made ai ex-
tension in tine, 1 suppose Nve, shial have to stay
our stoinaclîs wvith the -%viind tlîat bloivs front soine
other table umîtil thie contest is over. We arc at
present about thirty inentibu.rs alîead, but ini order
to stili zecep this nuniber iii advaîice, ive shall have
te do soute taIt liustling.

Tlîey o'îght tç,ý ft.cd us, nov 'we've beat,
Amid give us oyster slowv to eat;

Not kcep us waiting the wlole year tlîroumgh,
But pay up liko mîten as they oughit to do.

But ive can wait a little longer,
ljmitil theo:-sters arc a little stronger;

Unm.il tho niilk -ets thin and blue,
Aud then the wliole tîîing will slip through.

But r.ever mi, w-e will give thîe tlîng one more
push and corne out ont top just the saine. Every
member securing a new beneficiary ME niher during
the nioith will be given the Extension of thîe Order
Tax for one year.

Trurting you will do your best to secure a new
member, 1 romain,

Yours içi L., B. and C.,-
C. E. RACHLIPF.

OLD ToWN, Mni., «Dec. 1, 1899.
DEAR SlI AiND BROTIIER,-3y dispensation of

the Suprmno Court, 1.0. F., the October and Nov-
enîber dispensation relative te admission of mcm-
bers at rc(luccd rates is extended throughi Decemn-
ber îvith a furtîier incentive to earnest work by re-
nitting the Extensioni of the Order Tax to ecdi

member obtaining one ne-., accepted henefieiary
inember during the znonth.
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