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visit Tanna, Fate, Erromanga and other
islands, and to deal with them according to
the reports he had received.

2. The Commodure said he went to the
island of Aneiteum for interpreters, Thero
he found the missionaries assembled at their
aunual meeting,  They had been apgrised
by the commander of H.M.S. Lsk, then in
the harbour, of his projected agrival, and
they had, after conference with éapt. Luce,
prepared memoranda of the outrages com-
mitted by the natives of these islands,
They prescnted these to the Commodore,
believing that in so doing they were carry-
inz: ont the original memorial stnt out to
Sir Jolin Young,

3. The Commodore stated that his in-
tention was to seck a meeting with the
native chiefs, in order to et their promise
to refrain from acts of violence and wrong
on British subjects. He asked them to
come on board and guaranteed their safe
return.  Mr. Paton, at the risk of his life,
went four times to treat with the natives,
and to induce them to visit the Comimo-
dure. Twice, with tears, he entreated the
Commodore to delay any firing, that the
chief might have longer time.” When at
length after two days and a-half waiting,
and after their threats to fieht the big |
ship, Sir Willium Wiseman Judged it to he
hewessary on account of the insuiting chal-
lenge of the Tannese, to take strong mea-
sures, he purposely abstained from endan-
gering life.  Nor was there any one killed
by the guns of the Curacoa. One seaman
was killed by & Tanuere chief, who was
cut down immediately by a naval officer;
but the chief is now alive and well. He
bad heard it reported that threo mndividuals
were killed accidentally on the following
day by the bursting of an unexploded shell
acainst which they had been duly warned.
Sir William stated that it was in the in-
terests of humanity that he took the course
he did—a course  that would have been
taken had none of the missionaries been

present.
4. In answer to inquiry, Sir William

stated that the account of the Curacoa,
published in the Syduey Morning Herald in
October last, was neither correct nor author-
ized, and was simply a narrative obtained

by a reporter from some on board. Sir
Villism Wiseman had sent his report of
the whole affair to the Admiralty, und had
received the approbation both of the Admi-
rlty and of the Forcign Office.

5. Sir William stated that the mission.
aries werc present ouly as interpreters, and
had no responsibility whatever for his con-
duct. His conduct was according to the
reulations of the nay ¥ aud ss the represen-
tative of the Brirish Government. The
principle npon which he proceeded was this,

that the natives were quite at liberty to keep

Luropeans out of their island and to forbid
missionaries to resido; but if they granted
or sold land to British subjects, they were
bound to protect those residents, and, in
case of injury, the British Government wag
Yound to interfero, They had violated the
pledges which they gave to Commodore
Seymour and the captain of the Cordeliu to
protect the missionarieg.

6. The Commodore also informed us
that he had orders with respect to Irro-
manga, and that others beside the mission-
aries had requested his intervention there,
Mrs. Henry, wife of a trader there, one of
whose European servants, besides thirty
others, natives of neighbouring islands—
had been barbarously murdered, had sent a
complaint to the Guvernor of this colony,
With regard to Rangi, against whom '
complaint had been made to Sir Join

‘oung by the missionarics, in 1862, ho
could not find evidence to conviet this man
of the murder of the Gordons, He found
that at that period Rangi’s own life was in
great peril in that part of the island, He
could rot pursue the murderers of the Gor-
dons, as he had no means of land warfare ;
but he did not consider the case yet closed
or beyond punishment, e stated to the
chiefs who met him on Erromanga that the
vessel would return next year for this pur-
pose. He did not think that Rangi could
be removed without furce, and, perhaps,
much bleodshed, as he was allied to seve-
ral chicfs,

7. The Commodore was asked whether
his conduct in receiving the written docu-
ment from the missionaries was affected b;
their unanimity, and whether he had stated
that he would not act if they were not una-
nimous. He replied that such was never
before his mind at all, and that he had
made no statement with respect to their
unanimity—he knew nothing of it. Sir
William ‘stated that the chiofs on Tanna
had pledged themselves to protect Mr. Paton
in the presence of Commodore Seymour
and the captain of the Cordelia, that there
they had entreated Mr. Paton to remain,
and promised protection. But they had
violated those pledges. Besides, their con-
duct on the occasion of hig visit wassuchas
to leave no alternative but to act as he did,

9. Sir William stated that he was in
possession of all the information which the
missionaries gave him previous to his inter-
view with them, and to the presentation of
their document. His visig to Tanna was
oceasioned by the information which he had
received defore he proceeded on his cruise,
But as the documents had been lost, he wag
glad to receive the memorands supplied.—
He folt sorry to think that the missionaries
should be blamed for a matter that was en.®
tirely in his hands. So far as he had heard,
the result on Tanna had been to render the



