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of the understanding, but a concentration
of tice thoughts. Just like a person, who is

usdtovr lilt labor, soon growis %veary
of liard wvork, and fècis a dislike for it, so
those whio becomne accustomed to lîymns
soon acouire a disrelishi for tihe psalms, bu-
cause thiey demaîîd a greater eflbrt of the
anûrstandling, and exercise a moral con-
trot unknowvn to hyînns. Perhiaps the
;apostie lmad tîis danger in view iwhcn lie
enjoins chiristians to "lsing with thw undcr-
standing.» Hymn singing dors flot Iead
Io psalu singing. Fear on this point is
not groundleSs. Do îîot those articles on
ýC1îristian Hlymnology, by bi-. Harvey, tend
Io lead to the singin'g of hymns more, but
I0 the singlug of psflhifl is 1 It is niso a
faet in those denoîninations which have
«idopted an enlargcd hymnal,' tle hymn
book is cari-led 10 the clini-cli while the
Bible is Ieft. nt home; snch is the case in
onr own province, anud the fact is too wdll
known. And tiiere is good reason to fcar,
t1at the di'-counteiîatice of the good old
Presb3')terhîtn practiee of carrying the Bible
to tUle hçouse, of God, will followv the adop-
tion of an '<nenlarged liyimnal."

We cerne iiQwV to consider the scriptural
ergumient for the use of hymns ia thie ser-
'rice of praise- Il tells us that"I the intro-

<Inctiin of the clîristian dispensation was
nîarked by an outburst of sacred song."-
lie refers us to the saying of Mary thi o-
tuer of Jesus, nt the interview beiween lier
and Elizabeth, and the songs of Zacliarias
and Simeoii. Grant tlîat these extemipo-
ramcous utterances, as the Holy Spirit
m-oved them, were in poeic language;-
wlUat bearing it en bave uî>oa the sulject
lie is discussing, it is impossible tu conceive.
Wlmat autliority cau bc derived froni theni
for the introC'uction of uninspired lîymns
into the publie worship of God, is bei-ond
the comprehiension of ordinary zinds.-
oehese persons wvere flot eng«aged in tUe so-
lemn net of worsl wue-n thiey gave eXtwm-
poraieous uerance Io the overflowvings of
a fuît hurt, as the Holy Spirit rroved tlîem.
J1il that eau hu provcd fi-oa this jq, what
no one ever douhted, namely, titari tis pro-
per for chu-istians ta en:prsF tue emotion of
tiieu- heurts la poeury. WVitiî more appear-
anco of tratli niight liymnists attempt te
prove from it, rUat it ivas as scriptural £0
pi-aise God in the sauetuary iih 'ex temporaucous livus, ns wvifl 11hose already coin-
poscd. Though the passage ilees mot afford
tUe lcast foundation for citiier.

Again lie refers us to the 4tlu dmap. of
-tle Arts, in wvhîe¶i is recorded the meeting-
-of Peter ad Join, alter ttheir release fromn
imprisonurent, i-itli a company of beiieviing
brctliren, anxd the exorcises in wluich they
erugiged - Mr. Harvey says, -Il on their re-
lease they met with a little company o? bc-
Lievers, and tien xvidî one accord, in choral

melody, thîey lifted up thueir voire to Godint
a trium pliant îymnn' Hcems altogether
to liave mistaken the character of this pas-

j sag"e. 1£ is not a hyma ut ail, it is a prayer.
Thtl inspired narrative rends thus: "lAn-d
being let go tlîey ivent to tlieur )wn coin-
pany, and rcportcd aH that the chie? priests
and eIdershlad donc unto them. Andivlhen
tlîey lcard tliat, they lifted up their voe
to God with one accord,"' in the original
ivif Fi one inmd, iland said Lord thon art
God," &c. And thoen we are informedl
wvhin tlîey liad ended prayer, or Il when
they lund prayced,' tlîey received an imnie-
diate and minîculous ansiver to tUeur prayer.
On wlhat gronnd lie could conceive this tu,
be a hyma îs flot easy to conjecture. Is it
becauise tbecy are said to have liftcd u p thcir
voire? This is a form, of expression of
freqnent occurreece in seripture to denote

Crsons speaking aloud in addressing others
er in wccpingr. lience it is said in the
14th dhap. of tUe Arts, when Paul and
]3arnabas liealed the lamne man at Lystra,
that rUe people iwhen. tlîey saw what; %vas
,donc, JIlifte np tUeur Voiees saying, ln the
speech o? Lyceonia, the gods have corne
down to us la the likeness of mnen." So
in 1 Sami. xxx. 4, IlThen David and the
peuple that %vere wvith hinm lifted up their
voices and wept." Ls it because it is said,
tlîey lifted up their voices withi one accord,
in the original ýomothumandon) of«oe mid ?
It is the forin of expression frequently used
in the «New Testament, to denote the unity

ofmmd wlîich prevailed among tUe primi-
tive cuitas

The mmcxt refereace is Io 1 Cor. xiv. 26-
This passage lie thinks chro;s 'l soute lighit
upon the point." Let us examine it aind
secif it wili prove a I lamI) to oui- feet and
a light unto our path," for certainly scrip-
tural liglît is verv nmuch rueeded. The
apostie says, lhiw is it brethîren ? whcn
ye are corne togetherevery oneof yon bati
a psalm, bmath a doctrine, haili a tongue,
bath a reveiauion, hathi an interprc£atiou.
ILet ail tliings bc donc unto edifyin(.> It
is evident from tUe verse itself, and fi-oa
tUe preccdiug context, that, tUe apostle is
reproving tbc CorintIiaa Chnrchi for abusez
wluich had crepc into it, and condemus the
irxcgul.týities wlîiclî disfigntred Oueur pubîlie
assemblies. le plninly intimates tlat these
tlîings wvere not edif.viag. Wlxen they met
together for public worship, every ont
seeni ed to follow Ids ouxa inclination, regard-
less of the feelings of otliers. Those wlbo
coîmccived tînt they liad somethîmg Io say,
imncd iatcly proceded to speak, others who
felt disposcd ta sing, commenccd to sing,
and thus there was gi-cat confusion and dis-
order, a number o? persons spcaking, and
singing, and peu-Unps praying at the same
time. There conld be no edificatioui i
ihis. And£lough miraculous igifis ivore
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