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THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN CANADA.

\geaieral clcction ustially altcrs, more or lcss materially, the
status of political parties. Tl'le mnost rcmiarkable îcatuire of the
recent clections whir-li havc taken place tlarougliotut Canada as
the insignificanec or the change tlîcy have effected. -For ail

- practical purposes the relative sfrcngth of polîtîcal parties re-
mains the saine as iii last parliament. flot tlierc as one resuit
of the clection wîhicl may in sorte measure salace thc vanquish-
cd, ir they will accept sucli a consolation : the verdict at
the poils has made clearer than ever before wvhat nmust bc
the dividing Une betwcen the two parties, if that fine as to
Uc a fixed limit whlich, can be definitely traced by honest intel-
ligence, and not an indefanite «Idebateable land," on svhich the
unieasoning passions and prejudices of nien ina>' find an appro-
priate sphere of interminable conflict.

The circumstances in which the élection was held render ats
decision ail the more onmistakable. The general élection of
1878 could not be accepted as a deliberate expression of opinion
on thc rightcousness orexpediency of Protection. T'he cotintry
was then in flac deptlas of flnancial despair, and the vote of the,
people was almosf, tîniversally regarded as a frantic leap anta the
darkîîess of an untried policy, tinder the conviction that ifs tîn-
certainties could, at the warst, con tain no ?,floomier fate than
that which svas endured at the time. There is no such cloud of
linancial rtain avershiadowing the minds of electors now; the>'
are rather dazzled by the glare of za present prosperi>'. If is
troc diat this prosperit>' throws a false glamour over the polie>'
of the present Government, as thse gloom of 1878 was tinfairly
charged on the Governmcnt of the day. flot tîme people are
not now adopting Prntcction in blind despair. The>' Lave made a
trial of if, a short trial, if is troc, bot a trial still , and their vote
must now Uc undcrstood as determsining the deliberate policy of
this country far somp time ta corne.

le is neither unnecessar>' nor unimportant ta insist upon
accepting the verdict or the electors as an approval of Piutection
pore and simple. Not long ago Mr. Gold'.vin Smith, in an Eng-
lish periodical, produced a sort of explanatar>' apalagy for the
increase in or tariff by representing it as not intended for the
protection of manofactores, bot as a sheer necessity foýr provid-
ing an incrcased revenue ; and he even charged tise blame af a
tariff sa hostile ta Britiz-h intercsts on the British people them.-
selves, inasmueh as they have encooraged the Canadians in
those imperial aspirations ivhica have -endered an increase 0f

revenue necessar>'. Soch a plea for aur tariff 'May pass wifhout
challenge among Englishmen, wha osoall>' possess bot slender
infos-matiàn on colonial affaira; ba't an>' average Canadian
audience woold have received the plea as a jest, thse mnefiment
or svhich consisted in its lodicroos discordance ivith familiar
facf s.

Bot if there had been an>' donbt as ta the object of the pre.
sent Adminis 'tration îvhen they increased the tariff in 1879, that
doubt is cntirely remaved b>' the perfect explicitness of the
Speech ùr the Throne on the dissolotion af tse late parliament.
Ii~ that Speech, nat anl>' is tise fiscal policy af the Adnministra-
tion made a subjeet, it is the sole subject, on svhich the>' ask the
verd;nt of the ppople. In sanie cases, indeed, tise joornals and
speakers an tise side of tise Opposition protcsted against regard.
ing this question as the ihifi issueé of thé eléction; bot thé

country at larg,,e paid no attention ta their l)rotest. Tmere is not
a single other aspect )f putblic. polic.y on wlîicla tise elcction can
Uc fairly regarded as imipi a'g approval of tic Goveriiament.
Many wlîo cndorsed tincquivocally tUe protection tart?, wcre
quite as uneqiaivocal, cigliteen monflis ago, an tiair cande:nn a-
tion of the contract %with the Pacific, Railway Syndicate..

The fearlessness with wvlicla tic Governmcnt tlhrew dowvn tIse
gauntlet of Protection ivas in straking cantrast %vith tUe tinsid
hcesiiancy svith which it wvas taken op by the Oppositio.i. Not
only did some cantend that tUe prominence gîven to the subjeet
%v'as merely a ruse fo svitlîdrasv tIse attention of clectors rroni
mare important subjeets on which tUe polîcy ai the Govemment
svas less likely ta give satisfaction ta the ca-untry; but not a feiv
wvent the length of dcclaring themselves an favor of Protection
as decidcdly as any supporters af the Govcrnmcnt. Ail this
vacillation and discropancy an the tactics af the Oppositic.a
formed not only a misfortone ta the caose af the so-calcd
Liberal part>', but, what ia a far more serioas affair, a mîisfortune
ta the cause of troc liberallîna. It ,vas fair enough, of course,
for any critic af the Govemment, ta refer ta other fetres in.
their polie>' besides their pratective tarit?; but any hiesitanc
on the -)art af a professedly Liberal pohician ta assert the
right of ever>' man ta freedom in boying and selling, indicates
cither a want of clearneas in apprehending the principies of
troc liberalism, or a want of courage an thear defence. If is f0
Uc regretted that even tUe leader of the Opposition shouid, in
his electioneering addrcss, have spoken as if there mnight Uc
somne conciliation betiween the restrictive commercial polie>' of
the Government and a thorooghly liUeral législation in regard
ta, trade. Frotm numer'ns public otterances MNr. Blake has
inackt it evident that he accepfs the teaclaîngs of National
Fconomy in ail their oncompramising hostility to restracuos.s
on* tUe freedom of trading cither at home or aUroad ; but if
appears as if tUe exigencies of part>' warfare Uad oblîged him
ta tone down his electioneering ùtferanccs ta chime in wath te
overpowering popular clamnor for Protection. It is little less
than startling to Uc toid by him that Frrc Trade is an impossi-
bility, that even a libéral trade policy shlows protection ta somne
industries, and that the protection %vUicU a liberal polacy affers
is distinguished ftom, that of the present Gosernment merci>' b>'
being moderate.

It is surel>' no wonder that an Opposition of ,-,ch a
character should have evaked but a moderate enthusiasm on
the part of ifs sup,)orters. Nor nced the Liberal, who has
none of tise interests of a partisan at stare, feel that any
onmitigatcd calamit>' has been sustained ini the late elec-
fions. Ta him Protection is not a poliçy which is allowable in
a moderate degree, and wrong only wvhen it becomes imma-
derate; it is inevitably a wrcng ta the unpratected classes, and
it is essentially a delusion when if is supposed to increase tUe
aggregate wealth of 'a nation. Ever>' educated man who Us
familiarized himself wiih the restaîts'of scientific thought on
National'Ecanomy knows that this is thie verdict of science air
the pahicy of Protection. The system is therefore daomed, like
everythiasg else which is in confliet with reason; and in the
long ron there is no course for us but ta find aur way, as best
ive cuarf, out of fhe.labyrinth of perplexing costoms régulations
intowhkeh *e-have been betrayed.


