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void of any construcetive skill wvhatever,
and ni-ake up that dificicncy in a great de-
gree by the niauy purposes to which the
easily procurable bark can bo applied.
Not oinly in geograplîical position but iii
almost cvcry aispct of nature -this islrnd
continent is the conflete axitihsis of the
rest of the 0111-t-1, and net the Icast shirk-
ing of the nunierous contracts is the fact
that tliat the trees dIo not cast thoir leaves
but shied the bark instcad, thus account-
ing for the case wvitlh whiclh that co'rering
Cali bc rernoved.

It -%v.L, on this very occasion that I,
madle iny own dobut in tho novel charao-
ter of Cook teour own inimediate party
of six, and my first essay in the agreeable
occupation proved erninently satisfactory,
save iii the two particulars, flrst the
quality of ny preparations, preveci te be
se exccedinglv good1 as te 'receive the
united conendation of the other five
lrnxxgry fellows to sucli an extent, tixat
the quantity turnei eut sadly deficient,
in as far ns 1 was personally concernedl,
leaviiig ne te content miyseif with a crust
ofb1read and cup of tea, and secondly
the valuable leather medallien se cordial-
ly -voted te me on tlxat occasion, has nover
corne te haud te this day. In one respect,
however, rny culinary skill did net meet
with thie cordial appreciatien due to me-
dest menit, and that was on laying my
first Ildaniper " or loaf of colonial un-
le4Lvened breaid before mny ravenous con-
freres. Thiis specixnen of higli ait was
mest unigratfiilly- dcclarcd te be liter-ally
a daniper te tho appetite and the other
menibers of our party, -with rare ingra-
titude asserted that the cook wvas the only
proper person te eat it. In spite, ]iow-
ever, of ail mishaps and difficulties wve en-
joyed a good rest frei Saturday after-
nooxi until Monday morning, while paùs-
ing hcneath the shadow of 1Mount Mace-
don.

On M1onday rnorning ail was bustie and
exciteient makzig ready-te continue our
weary journey. Texfits were struck,
IciSwai 2) repaeked and a hearty break-
fast prepared and dispbsed of by nine
o'cbock, at which heur wo -%ere ready te
resume the pilgrixnage, we liad conipleted
thus far. About an heur after leaving
cur last camping place, we enternd upon

a tract of country locally knewa as the
IlBlack riorrest " and if our travclliing had
hithierto been attended withi great difli-
culty frein the almost inipassable state of
the roads, that difficulty wvas mucli in-
creased hiere frein the mnore broken aud
tuneven formation of this part of the
country. It wvas a constant succession of
deep hollows and sharp elovations, and, as
the only known track te Mouint Alexan-
der passcd througli this forrcst, every
solid foot, of the surface had been positiv7e-
ly ploughed -up by the enormous trfie
passing between Melbourne and the dig-
gings. This Nvas a most miserable day'%
walk, and lt wvas with the greatest exer-
tien possible that '%ve were able te make
the distance of eight miles arriving just
at dusk in sight of the "lBush mIn" the
site of the- present thriving town of Gis-
borne. Before reaching this point oui
party ]îad become very much scattered,
several being almost a, -mile behiud, but
as we caume in siglit of the snug looking
littie tavern and comprehended at a
g'lance the incapacity of the building te
accomodate se large a number, a most
excitingy race ensued: ecd striving %vith
might'and main te arrive there first se
as te secure sleeping -rooxa of sonma kind
or othier bcneath its roof. On arriving
breathbess and tircd eut at tie Inn we
found tLat every available space on tie
floors ]iad been already secured by those
Nwho hiad as it were eut-rau us in the race
and ne ether course appeared open te -us
tian geoing eut in the faist falling dark-
ness and hastily set np- our tent as best
we could. This cerLainly vwas net au
agreeable prospect, but one of our nuxa-
ber--tiiat is our owvn imniediate party of
six-was quite equal te tlic emergency,
for while-endenvouring te corne th' some
arrangement with tie tavern keeper Lie
noticed tinat the dining table Nvas a fie
large one and without more ado engaged
tie use of it for tic nigit, subjeet te hie
niodest chargeý of thiirty shiilling-s sterling
or seven dollars and* a half. Upon this
extraerdinary bedstead the wlhole six of
us slept that niglit the deep unbroken
sleep cf «eru eut nature, completely sur-
rounded by others 'whese fermis -were Laid
eut on the floor 'witii matieuatical preci-
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