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Wong went on apace ut Hlomedale. Mr. Per-ley
pusbed bis rural affairs with the same energy he had
been accustomed to throw into his city business.
He was no sluggard, or idler, and he refused to have
people of that character about hlm. With that in.
trinsia sagacity which characterizes a truc inan of
business, ho soon took the measure of a labourer or
mecbanle, and was careful to employ only such as
were industrious and efficient. Improvemiensts of
varions kinds were set on foot, ant v:gorouîsly carriil
forward, in consequence of which Iloîtedale usuîally
se quiet, ias for a time a scene of no small bustle
and stir. Very soon after the removal, the enlarge-
ment and adornment of the dwelling came untier dis-
culson. After sandry consultations it vas wisely re-
solved that the best method of procedure would he
to cali in the advice of ti coipetent arcliiteet. NIr
Perley, in her girlish days, had beeui fond of the
pencil, and had attained some proficiency in the art
of drawing. 1Her subsequent duties and cares hall
not taken away the taste and skill of which she had
been mistress in ber younger years, though lier
opportunities for practico had been but few and
small. She felt, therefore, quite competent to sketch
Homediale as they found it, and this drawing accom-
panied by a atatement of the alterations wanted.
would, It was thought, enable an architect to supply
them with such a plan they desired. The question
whom to employ, was at once met by a suggestion of
Mr. Perley's practical mind. " We are farmers now.
and what we want is a building in keeping with the
riles of rural architecture. Somte very nice plans of
country homes bave appeared in the C.t%.i. F.ruusa.
and we cannot do better than senti our sketch, :d
an account of what We want, to Mr.Smith of Toronto.
who I see by referring to the first number, bas charge
of the architectural department of that paper." .rs.
Perley at once fell in with the suggestion, and re-
marked, "I quite fell in love with the pretty log-
bouse that appeared in the second number of the
F.mtEi, and that was a very tasteful suburban villa
which appeared in the last issue. I bave no doubt
Mr. Smith will send us a good plan for our improve.
ments if we apply to him." Accordingly the hetch
of lomedale, accompanied by a letter setting forth
the alterations desired, was forwarded to Mr. Smith,
and in the course of a few days, an answer was re-
ceived, accompanied by a plan, which at once won
the approval of ail the Perleys, both old and young
It was, indeed, an astonishing transformation that
was proposeti. A wing almost equivalent to another
bouse was added on the west aide at riglhtangles with
the old building, and ns the roof of the old bouse was
pretty steep, an ornamented gothic gable was put tu
the wing, ani a pediment made to rise (oit of the old
roof. Ornamental tracery ran round the cornice.
The square porci was taken away, and a nice veran-
dah put in its place, which extended along the east
side of the bouse, as well as the front. A littile sim-
ple ornamentation was given te the windows and
chituneys, the whole forming a very pretty and even
clegaut structure. The building already up was by
no means un ohl one, though it was natural te call it
"old," in distinction frot the new part intended to
ho added to iL. I had not been built tnany years,
and tbouigh perfectly plain and devoid of ail orna-
ment, it was a substantial bouse, and restei on a
solid stone fondaltion. It was better, therefore, to
enlarge and improve il, than go te the expense of
paging up anentirely new building. Witb as littie
delary as possibl tho contract was let according to
specifcations f.rnished by Mr. Smith, and simulta-
meously with farm and garden operations, masons,
carpeners, plasterers and paintcrs, were kept busfy.

Sono weeks elapsed beforo Ilomedale farm-house
receivedi ils finishing touches. Moantimo other mat-
ters tdemandet and obtained attention. Walks anid
ilowq i l, da ntre cut in the greensward between the
hotu,e and the road. Though not stocked with the
righltgrasses for the smîootbest kind of lawn, it was
hletr to tal: lite turf already forned, titan to teat
all up t., f rai a proper xlvety lawn. The patIhs
were gravelled, and tho flover.beds planted and
soin. Evergreens, ornanten al trees, Brabs, and
bedlding-otit plants were set out. A neat fence was
btilt in front of the dwelling, in place of lte an-
sightîly bl snîak'e-fence of decayed and worm-eaten
railt. hat hat leen such a disfigurement to the pre.
mi The dilaidlated and rickety Iog-honso was
takei dow i w ith -onie reluctance, Mr. Perley feeling
-i natui. att.(luhent toward iL as bis birthplace. IL
wasg, iow'vver. biecoming unsafe in consequence of
Ite rottittg :tw:ty of the logs next the ground. Pru-
d 'ence,, t. for., dictated its rempval. Not far from
the sito -.u nhich it stood, a neat carriage-house was
built. Clums atntd rows of evergreens were plante o
io t- l' I kithlite yard and back premises frot
vie-w a, -1 Io furnist protection from the keen net'-
vesters vhich Mir. l'erley well remembered were
wont to sweep across those exposei plains. Nor
must we forget movements about and within the
kitchen gardn. Not only was it well and deeply
plougied. but to-tdressings of leaf mould from the
w'ooi, eiay frain the neighbourhood of the creek,
and well rotted i:tinure, of whiclh there was consi-
derable about the barn and outbuildings, were team-
ed upon il. A tight board fence, six feet bigh, was
put roiuntd it Tii littie folks foutnd plenty, not of
auitîi,':net nerely, but of reat liard work in the front
and back gardens. At first their young muscles,
umiised to labour. neled sadly, and they were weary
cano ui en bed-tite came. But children bave a
natural fofunnes for country lie and rural pursuits.
Under judicions management and wise instruction
surit a lite litte PeIrleys were blessed with, their
ialttral liking for out-door occupations becomes an
intelligent preference, and a rational enjoyment.
Our ytimm;tr friends grew deeply interested in sowing
and pbaiîtin, rakiig and hoeing. The growth of
every pitit. ne and leed,-the buddingand bloom-
ing f , very I %mer anti fruit blossom,-were closely
wate 1 and duly trumpetcd as important news.
Their timet w'as dividid between play and work out
nf tiorq ami stud.ly, tagether with other duties, in-
tdonr i llamedal. gave themi plenty of scope for
ex'rt ise atti amusement in the open air, without the
danger of evil company, such as besets the young in
the streetl' of the cities. They were net prisoners as
they iiedI to be, to a great extent, in their city home.
most tbrn'î,bly dil they enjoy teI freedom.

[t.îO RpOr.iw' irer they coursd about, and shouted as they ran,
Tn.rxa., .n ar tinu ut carth as only childhood can."

T'u give au idea of boy and girl life at Homedale,
We musit n.trr.atat soute of the pursuits and pastimes
n hih utped theni while the improvements tbat
h.îîl beitn puken of %îcre un progress. Sonesnatches
of tieir history frorn sprinig to midsummer, will pre-
pare the way for the appearance, in the proper order
of tite, of utir promised engraving of " Homiedale as
improvcd by the l'erleys."

(To be conUnued.)

Suorrxo ITru -"You look," said an Iriman to a
pale, haggard smoker. " as if yon had got out of your
grave to liglit your cigar, and couldn't fIntd your way
back agait."

Nor ,o Snrxu,.-Tolin was thougbt to be very stupid.
i e as sent tu a mill une day, and the mniller said

"John. sonie people say you are a fool i Now tell me
whiat you know ant what you don't know." "Well,"
replied John, I know muillers' hogs are fat !e " Yes
titt*s neli. John. Nowv, what don't you knowVe

i dont on on uhose curn f.îts 'cm l''
How Trær.,-Dean Swift, "It with little.souled

people as IL is witi narrow necked bottles-the les
they have in then th more noise they mako in
pouring It out."

Shelter for Gardens and Orchards.
k- exposeil situation,;, il is very necessary to pro-

vide, by artificial neans, for the protection ofgardens
and orchurds fron the action of strong and cold
winds. Our climate is stuch that we are liable ail
through the growitg veason, to bc visited by turns of
weather, endurable enougl in shelterei places, even
by the tenderest plants of out.door growth, but a'lmost
sure to exert au injurious influence, if chilling blasts
bave unrestrainedi sweep. In winter too, shelter Is
very important. Experience lias proved that plants,
fruit builas, and young wood, will bear a much lower
temperature if the air be still. titan they will if it be
in motion. Just as the human frame suffers fromn
piercing winds far more e'en than from severe froat,
se vegetable fibre will resist much intenser cold la
calm wcather, than it will if exposed to ferce wind
It is commonly believed by the best gardeners and
orchardists on Ibis continent, that the wintry bluts
bave intch more to do in killing out tender plants,
trees and fruit budis, than steady frost and intense
cela.

The ireportaice ofshelter should be kept in mind
la planing ont farms, deciding on sites for buildings,
and laying out gc.rdcns and orchards. It is never
desirtable to build a louse or barn in a low, fiat
place, but there arc often locations sufficiently hlgb,
part of the way up a slope, or so surrounded and
protected by rising groundt, as to be considerably
shielded froua the w ind. la clearing up new land,
provision may be uade by le.ving timber belta to
encompass the area on wihiclt i is proposed to put
the bouse, barn, orthiard, and garden. We belleve
that in many, if not most cases, it would be wise
policy te liai t the farmaer's wood-lot near the dweIL
ing, instead of ils being as il usually is at the farthest
remove from il. The fLling timber would nearly, if
not quite, suffice fur the supply of firewood for soma
time, and as openings n erc thus made in the reserved
piece of forest, the undergrowth of young saplings
would come on, spreading out their branches on
every side, and making beautiful specimens of orna-
mental trees, whiich in their turn would be thinned
out by the axe for purposes of fuel. Taste and
cconomy would thu- go hand in band.

But gencrally speaking, a cean sweep is made of
the natural timber when land is cleared, and living.
shelter can only bc had by artificial planting and long
waiting. Partial protertion, very useful and belpful
so far as it goes. may be '.it ained by board fences and
sceens, -which thougi utsightly, can b erected
quickly, and are at once available. For small gar-
dens, these bave the ad'antage of not taking up a
largo amount of roon. Put where land can be
spared, living sbelter sehoult be bad by ail means,
and for this nothing is comparable to a thick growth
o! evergreens. Retaining their foliage all the year
round, these furnish a not I aluable screen in winter
when the fiercest and coldest blasts are abroad.-
Their slow growth is ana objection t them, and for;
this there are no remedies but c.irefuil planting, good
attention, and patient îîaiGz.g. Aftor aIl they como
on steaiuly, and in a fe yeanrs astomtsh you by the
dimensions they have attained. A farmer of our
acquaintance was prudent enough to plant out a belt
of native balsams on the north sido of his house and.
garden, sbortly after lie settled upon his land, and
now, la the course of some fifteen ycars, they bave
grown to magnificient proportions, and towe far
above the buildings, affording ample shelter, and
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