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Grasses and Fovage Plants.

TUacertainty in the Seeding of Grass Lands.

———

There appears no scttled rule in regard to tho seed-
ing of grass lands.  Farmer A hassownin the spring
and had excellent success, while farmer B fnile(i ofa
stand ; and so it is for all seasons of the year, failures
and suceess hiealong the pathway,  To the practical
farmer the success 18 plan, for then the conditions of
moisture and warmth wore favorable, and, on the
other hand, unfaveratle  In thus part of the country,
the best tume for sceding is after the ground has been
frozen and a light sunow has fallen. The snow is
useful as showng how the seed has been distributed,
and the first thaw carries the seed to the moist
earth, and 1t hecames mbedded nto 1t, and, on the
approach of warm weather, 13 sure to grow.  Inshort,
I'liave never known a falure when thus sown.  For
this purpose, the land shoulil be prepared 1w the fall,
harrowed and rolled. At all other seasons there is
more or less of nisk, as the season may not be so
favorable  During a wet summer we may sow at any
tme, and I have known many instances of success in
sowing on the stubble m July and August ; but it is
many years sitee such a veuture would have been a
siccess.  Nome argue that any tune during the
winter will do equally well ; but such 1s not the fact,
and the better tune 13 carly in the season, along with
the first heht falls of snow.  As regards clover, the
game rule holds gnod  We caunnt always meet this
reqmrement, for vaiions reasons  Last s,l)ring 1
sowed clover as Iate as the lst of May ; but although
I put in an extra amount of sved, the stand was not
gool.  The seeding was a sort of necessity, as the
Iand was so dry the precading fall that it could not
be put in order, and the sprng’s raans had to be waited
for. The same condition 1s now present, and |
wish to prepare a large amount of land for sceding ;
but that is ont of the guestion, unless we havea
good soakmy r.an to make ploughmgpocsible  Some
Nittle of this and can be prepared with the harrow
and roller; ut 1 fear that the story of last spring
will have to be repeated, and the chances taken on a
wet spring. Mo set of fixed 1ules can be adhered to,
for things must be taken as they are; yet we must
select the best time, and take advantage of 1t when
possible to do 50 It 15 this that makes the difference
in results.  Lien, agawm, the proper tune and good
preparation make a ditlerence m the quantity of seed
sown, aud thns acconnts for the diflerence 1n prac-
tice—one man sowing 6 quarts and another 16
to the acre; and both are nght, and generally have
about the same stand of plants.  The one, depending
on the better preparation and more proper time, re-
qutres less sced ; and sometunes the use of a roller
makes all ot this ditference.  More than oxe-half of
the grass and clover-sced 1s thrown away on bad
management. This 1s a great wasee, and often uscless,
though wo tust not forget that ocastonnlly we are
compelled to sow out of the best scason, and must
take the risk.  The weather 13 beyond our control,
and all we can do is to so arrange our plans as to
mect ordmary conditions,

Loveling Meadows.

The following suggestions by G. E Blake, L F.E,
in the Olio Farmer, are tumely and useful :

Thousands of faimers in every State thronghout
the country find themselves annually Pcrplexed and
hindered 1n gathering the hay crop by the unevenness
of their meadows, and perhaps annually make resolu-
tions to put the wowing land into better condition
after the harvest is over, but when the crop s garn-
cred theresolution is forgotten until the mowing
machine is brought out agam, and then it is too late
to apply the remeidy, of course. The fallas the best
tune of the year fur the work of leveling meadows,
for the reason first, that at that time all of the pro-
ducts havebeen gathered for thescason, and secondly,
becanse where cutting and gradng s done, tho newly
exposed soil has sufficient exposure to the atmosphere
to put 1t mnto a condition of productiveness by spring,
when it may be stocked down. Besides the ahove
reasons, the soil 13 m better condition to handle in
fall than n spring, and m most cases the farmer has
more tine to attend to the work.

Large knolls or moulds such as were caused by the
upturmng of trees, &c, should be ploughed and
shoveled mto a lower place or removed by the use of
a road scraper to some hollow n the meadow which
needs leveling up.  To cutaway ant heaps and pro-
minences of that sort, a very good implement may be
made by getting a stout won kmfe blade long enough
to reach from one runner of a sled to the otber and

bolting the same, edge forward, on to the bottom of
the runners.  The kmfe should bo let in just its own
thickness, so that it will run along the surface.
Make the knife sharp, and by drawing the sled over
the ficld with the farm team all the bogs, ant heaps,
&e., will be sliced off level with the earth. An old,
worn-out wood shod sled may be put to good use 1n
this way. If the sled is not heavy enough to do the
work well, put on some boards or a waggon seat and
let the driver ride.

Another very good implement is made by boltini; a
saw-mill plate to a stick of timber anl hauling tlus
over tho surface  Obtain a stick of timber say six
nches thick by fourteen ar fifteen inches wide and as
long as the saw plate to be used; frame into the
center of the board side a crotched pole for tongue,
then bevil off the bottom edge of the tunber so that
1t will set square upon the carth when the pole 13
elevated at the front end to the height of tho neck-
yoke, and bolt on the saw plate to front side, back
down, 80 that the edge comes even with the lower
surface of the timber, and the scraperis ready for
operation.

Pasturing Winter Grain.

pre——

T once told a neighbor that hogs required salt, e
aquiesced, and soon after empticd the refuse of a pork
barrel m which were several pounds of salt into the
pens. Ihs ho~ hungry for salt, *“went m,” and
some that got t.  ch died. 1 was never forgiven ;
and to say now to that man that hogs need salt is to
run some risk. So when I now say that wanter grain
may be safely and in some cases advantageously pas-
tured, I do not wish farmers to turn all their stock
upon their fields and blame me for their injudicions
course. I merely say here what I have done and
have scen done, advising those only to do likewise
who are able to ““lay this and that together” and act
for themselves understandingly, When wheat or
rye is growing thriftily, as 1t is now beneath the
warm suns of the Indian summer and the moist nights
which follow them, I have found it useful to turn a
flock of sheep, but especially lambs, upon the ticld.
These crop the plants about half cheir length, hiting
here and there aleaf, but donot pull up any of them.
Ther feet, with their light weight, press into the
ground whatever plants they step upon, but they do
not smother them. The sott, loose soil 1s pressed
down about the roots wherever they tread, with
great benefit.  Every plant cropped is made to tiller
and spread, the cropping bemg a sort of prummng,
whereby lateral growth 1s encouraged. But no ather
animal should be turned upon fall grain, If the
growth is too luxurious I would run all other risks
but that of putting cows or calves to feed it down
Later, when the frost begins to heave the wheat, the
trampling of a flock of sheep is of great service.
Thousands of roots are replanted that would other-
wise have perished.  Some years ago, when in Eng-
land, I saw a large flock of sheep driven into a wheat
field, in the winter time, and made to travel back
and forth in a compact body by a boy and dog. The
strangeness of the proceeding struck me, but until I
saw it often done afterwards in other parts of the
country the same winter, I did not inqguire the reason
forit. When I did I found that it was to trample
the wheat plants that had been thrown out by the

revious night's frost back into the ground again.
This was upon the light soil of the County of Nor-
folk. My own fields, upon which I have done the
same thing, were of moderately strong gravelly loam.
Whether this would answer upon heavy, sticky clay
lands or not I cannot say, but some others may be
able-—Cor. V. Y. Tribune.

Seeding Down with Turnips.

A correspondent of the New England Farmer
writes* I have made it a practice now for some years
of sowing flat turnips with my grass seed when I
sced down in the fall, and with the best of results.
I have now about two acres which were seeded in
August, ard, notwithstanding the severe dry weather,
I have a good catch of grass, and the turnips are
doing well. The broad leaves of the turmip protect
the young grass from thescorclung rays of the sun,
without which pretection the grass would have
before this been entirely dried u}) ; as it is, 1 shall
save my grass and raise a few hundred Dbushels of
*“wraips, and if as fortunate as I have generally been,

+ summer I shall cut about four tons of hay, On
pa. s of these two acres Thad a crop of early putatoes,
on the other a crop of oats hefore I sceded down.
Last fall I raised about a thousand bushels of turnips
in tho same manner. Tho turnip has a Jong root
which penetrates the soil to a great depth, . «d what
nutriment it takes from the soil is obtab 'd at a

depth to wluch the grass roots rarely penetrate,
and through its broad leaves it obtains a large amount
of 1tg suatenauce from tho atmosphere. Henee, liko
clover, its tendency 1s to enrich rather than impover-
1sh the soil.

Ouring Hops.

An improvement in the method of curing hops has
lately been mtroduced n England, by a %Ir. J M,
Hoapkins, a hop-grower near \%’orccstcr, which is said
to be of great advantage to the grower, espeanlly in
seasons like the present when prices are so high from
the light crop. "The following 1s a description of this
process :

*“The hops being gathered, are brought to the
kiln to be cured. 'There ave three drying floors of
rafters, covered with horse hair vo that the heat and
ar can pass from below through each of them and
out at the top, where an exhaust fanis kept in motion
by steam Sllp!)llc(l from a boiler 1 the bagement floor
of the kiln. ~ The hops are first put into the top floor,
where they remain about four hours, until the ‘reek’
is off them, when they are dropped (without hand-
ling) to the sccond, and finally to the lower floor,
which is movable, being, in fact, composed of two
large trays, which shde in and out of the building.
The temperature of the kiln never exceeds 90° ; the
fan gives the advantage of drying the hops at alower
temperature than by the common process. ‘Thus the
aroma and volatile oil which would be driven away
at a higher temperature aresaved.  The fan system
has been tried with suceess in the drying of malt
without detertorating its quality. Under the usnal
system, the drying process in a malthouse occupies
three or four days™ by the fan system it has been
done in twenty-cight hours.”

A new Disease in Clover in France.

A Paris correspondent of the California Farmer
says :~—Nearly all our cultivated plants scem doomed
to pass through a series of malmlies. In ther wild
state they are not so affected, at least we do not per-
ceive such  Is it that culture, greater well-being in
the conditions of their life, leaves them more exposcd
to the enenues, that the more we care for them the
less they appear to depend on their own natural
powers of resistance? 'The latest plant attacked with
diseases clover ; 1t sickens where it was formerly
robust, or dics off in being cutat the crown, while the
tap root remains healthy. ~ Thelatter disease has been
developed at the Grignon Agricultural College ; the
clover fades, blackens and dies, not in patches so
much as by numerous 1selated plants, and curiously
most markedly on the soil where wheat and potatoes
had previously been cultivated. 1t is at the neck of
the plant, a hittle above the surface of the soil, that
the malady appears, resembling 1n the marks asf it
had been gnawed by a wire worm, but produced by
a {)arasnic mush-room which as it grows alters the
cells and their contents.  Whena dead plantis placed
in a moist position for a day or a night it becomes
covered with down—the same fungi that attacked it
when hiving, and which is believed to be identical
“iith that tound on the leaves of a diseased potato
plant.

Crover does well on a poor soil, if a good catch is
secured and plaster used ; but 1t does much better
on a rich soil, paying well on the nichest of land.

ErrEcTs oF FoppER Cor¥ Uroxy LaND.—It was
held in the discussion, at the recent State Fair at
Rochester, that corn in orchards was an advantage,
owing to the cultivation which the land received ;
and it was further mentioned in the remarks clicited,
that corn sown for fodder, in which case there were
no _ears to draw substance from the soil, improved
rather than depleted the land, Ly the vegetablo
matter which the roots furnished the soil. Thisis
on the princiqlc that land improves by grazing. The
grass is fed off without going to sced.” The cases ara
parallel, as corn isa grass, 1t is encouraging to,
those who grow corn for fodder that thisisso. Geod
crops can thus be realized for feeding green during
the summer; or, if not all needed, saved for winter
feed, the land remamng the same, or better fitted
for other equally good or quenor crops. Clover is
still more beneficial to land. Tho two should be
more grown, especially for the purpose of feeding in
a drouth, or when the grass becomes rank and hard,
and alsu as & feed durmg the hot days, particularly
the hot noons, when cows should be put up or have
access to shade, ana then fed. Cows giving milk
should be thus treated, as exposure to the hiot sun
begets fever, and the effect is cammunicated to the

milk,—Country Gentleman,



