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Standard Characteristics, and Thiogs in Generl

From the controversies now being carried on it
England, my Canadian friends may bo somewha
perplexed 1n poultry matters, and a few ramarks ma
no$ be unintereating to them. They have suggeste
themse! ses to mo from an article in the last Journa
of Horticulture, and headed ** Standuwrd Character
istics, by Lewis Wright.”

Dors not this article savonr too much of the
animus (according to my reading, too plaiuly percep-
tible throughout his illustrated book of poultry).
againat the editor of thestandard of excellence. Twc
of a trade never agree, it is said.

1t secems strange, after the elaborate hints on
judging, given by Mr. Wright, s own standard o
points, &c., that he shonld, on the second edition o,
the ensmy’s standard being hoisted, suddenly fin.
out that sy standard is « myth, but the standard
bearer has fought 1n many a poultry battle, and won
and caunot, therefore, be in so many instances, de-
cidedly wrong, although Wright says so. In tl
srticle beforo us, he says—all have a nght to then
opiniony, certainly, from which we glean that the
compilers of the standard have, and being many,
Lave a decided advantage in the battie against the
one. From personsl experience, nobody knows more
than I do of the immenss advantage to the poultry
causo the standard of excelience was, especially to
novices in poultry points, and I have found 1t a most
useful friend against disappointed exhibitors in
many sbows thav I have exhidited in. My Arat debut
as an axhibitor was long before its publication, but
it established, on yocur side of the Atlantic, fixed
vules, which guided the poultry breeders from chaos
to which they would, without it, have remained ir
until this day, Judges who ware appointed frequently
knew nothing of exhibition pointa, or their value. 1
speak fealingly, being a sulferer therefrom. I could
spin yarn after yarn, facts of what occwrred, did
space permit. I must say, therefore, although 1
admit you canuot control the whims, fancivs, &e., of
judges, still, as to general ideas they agice, andan
igunoramus profits even if he sticks to the text, as it
gives him some Jdefinite ideas of what hie has to do.

It should Le remembered that the standard, as
published. was not comnpiled by Mr. Tegetmeir, but
by Mr. Teebay, and other members of the poultry
club, and that it embraces the ideas of the Lest
fanciers, and breeders, of the last ten years.

All ages shonld be thoss of advancement and im.
provement, therefore, a ¢ fixed standard” can
only last as trial aud experience prove the necessity
of no change ; but I cannot sce why, as things or
points are altered, editions cannot be altered also;
tho changes are very gradual, and hence no difficulty
in this respect.

There are certain fixed points that must be fixed
for & time, and if not laid down, how can a novice
learn.

Bailey, long ago, in his first or second edition of
fowls, publishod a standard—-the club merely went
into detail of poiuta giving them & numerical value.
I freely admit that no man car take a standard in
hand, unless a breeder, or fancier of poultry, and
judge at a show. He muat know his work before.
hand, and if he had w consult 'y rules, why, the
time corvumed, would greatly exceed the duration of
a show. Still, a doubt existing, a reference may be¢
of use, and it is for the breeder, and exhibitor, that ths
tules of plumage are of use. bl .

The only drawback I ever found againat the standard
was, that disappointed exhibitors alwaysharked back
to some fault passed over, without considering the
greater superiority of other points counterbalancing
the evil. As to go throsgh an addition sum of
points, especially ia the one hundred point standard

[l

of \Wright, would bo a labor too gigantie tobo wnder-
aken in the time given to judgo n show ; but, that
hecauso this is the case, that no tixed standard at all
s required, I cannot adout, and, I am sure, that even
Mr. Wright's Ameriean friemds wili bear me out in
‘his,

I will give an illustration and eonolude.
aevesaarily be egotistic to illustrate my case.

It would seem curions that m thelr native conntry
he points of will turkeys should not be known,
«ad, that fiom carclessuesy, or ignorancs, the several
socicties were robbed, I may say, of thewr premiums
ror wild turkeys, until I pmnted this out at seversl
-hows, anil as one of the arbitrators distinetly refused
0 sign the julges’ baok. I published the points ot
.ae wild birds (following the plan of the standards,
teduced from the ird kept by mysell, and irom dead
peciinens brought iuto the smarket, aud, as they
vere not superabundantly plentiful, I saw them
aearly all, for four winters

Smrely a stawdarl was of use hore ; but, until
wintsd aud, t»» 2 tual proints ennstituting the differ-
nce betwoen wuld, and hili-bred, were not under-
itood, and prizzs were awarded to good and bad,
wild and tamn, i the will elass

Clearly, sv h ' g2 <tiould not have been, and the
standard acted ua a preventative to their recurrence,

I think these fawrs shew the necessity of some
standard to gnile amatenrs, and, until aunother
ssemblage takes place, wo mnust be content with she
<id love untl we get on wath the new.

F C. HASSARD.

I must

“Blood"” in Breating~What it is, and What it
. dues.

Thnder the above headimg, Mr. Louis Wright con-
sibutes $o the Poaltry Ballecn a seres of articles the
wst of which we take pleasure in reproducing in
these colminug, the subject being one well deserving
the avtention of tho breeder and amataur.

* 1 have been asked to make my fivst paper for tho
Bulletin upon this subject, and truly none can be
more unportant to the fauuer, or its thorongh under-
standing inere essential o his success,. How few do
understand it 1> proved by the few who suceeed, and
by somc of the stateanents made from tiue to trme
hy varions amateurs. | shail try, theretore, and be
very stmple m explaqung what 1 have chietly leamnt
1 my own yard, sinee an the tamo | began o breed,
there were no bovks which really taught anytinng
dboutat,  And 1 wounld say here, that one secret of
the httle success I have had, either in breeding my-
self, or n teacling others how to breed, has been tha
irom first to last, 1 have bad to look after my own
gnand ; and that till very Iately that yard was a very
amall one. I never knew any one learn much who
depended on s ‘man’, he may succeed at shows,
but 1tas bis man who succeeds, not him.  The ad-
vaatage of a small yard s very great, m that every
clucken you breed s under your cye, and its defects
and beauties stampzd apos your mind, 1{ you have
bred a baid chick you know it, it can’t get lost to the
¢ye ina large crowd, but your mmstake is brought
home to you und you are made to feel that you have

not %ot your yard right ye&.  That chick s like the
‘candid 1riemd’--a great nuisance, but very uscful

nevertheless. A small yard, and by this, 1 mean
such » space as 1 had ull the while T lived in Bristol,
only 67 x 33 fect in all =18 the greatest triend ayoungy
fanciercan have; aud T honestly believe that the clief
reason why—on an avet. ge— Lughsh breeders pro-
duce more good chickens in proportion than mast,
even of gosd Awerican bregders, is their want of
space. 1f you have acres of ground, and can raise
your hundreds of chukieny, 1t 18 very hanl if you caun-
wot, out of them. pich some nali dozen triox fit for
any ordinary campetition  But that ixnet bealing,
and such birds, almost faultless though they them-
scives may appear, will breed a very small proportion
of good ¢hickens.  Rut it yon have only such a space
as 1 have descnbed, and can rear only, xay threc
dozen chickens, the case is altered at once, Now, if
out of th's three dozon chickens you vant Lo produce
hali & dozen trios §it to show in geod company, you
must breed weli - and when by thia c:\rcfui breeding
Eot aatock that will do it, then & frio of

you have 0
irds, prop.rly wated, will reprodaee their

your best

Tt me here take a dext {rom a correspundent of
tho April Bulletin ; thongh I differ from him, he will,
I know, give me leave in the good canse. I wntes:
“'T'he idea of breeding birds to a feather, is muic a
matter of theory thah achievement—rathier a fancy
than a fact, I think. Two years ago I conciuded that
[ wenld try and see how near to this mak I could
como ; procuring a very finely marked Cuc\ of ouc of
the most popular varieties, from one «f the most re-
linblo and coiebrated breeders and exhilitois in thy
Union, and putting him with a few supe.ior huns of
his kind. Out of about eighty of thiir progeny, thero
were not three that were very striking.y alike, cither
among the cockerels or pullets, and out of above
thirtyfive cockercls only one that was stuking'y
liko his sire. From some indications in vativus paits
of the article from which I have here ¢xtractud, 1
have an idea that the writer is alludug to Dark
Brahmas, a variety on which I can spuak frow per-
son1l knowledge ; and this is in fect the chicf reason
why I have selected his letter from several at vanors
periods to the samo tenor. Now, as to uatter of
tact, this vatiety iy not easier to breed to fuather
than some others ; but I will ventwie to stute that 1
soull very easily select a trio of these buds fiom the
progeny, of which at least half, and prolaily two-
thirds should be so uniform that ouly expuacncea
eyes conld toll them from the sther i cach sex re-
spectively,  But 1 could ouly do it irom ny own
Livds which I know, just as som.: other breeuder could
only do it from his which kehnows.  The tapetuucid
mentioned is in simple fact not ‘'brecuing " ot all,
but merely the chance of what a first experinend in
mating may produce. There was Literally no *biced-
«’s work,' abunt it whatever, beyond that finey of
character may have belonged to the purcuasd Cuck;
and if this bird, as very likely, was sunguy onte of the
best from a layge flock, thero weuld not be much
even of that. ut I certamly do expect to get Liras
of a uniform high quality ; and asa pioof that my
expeotation is not a vain one, I may mentan that v
actual fact, Ilast year only haichcd thirty-eght
chickens, out of one brood of cight chickeus in Jhese
one cockerel won the special prize at Lirmngnas,
another was fourth prize in the same class (aboit one
hundred cockercls competng), and a third won the
cup at Dundee, in Scotland. I had also a masmificen!
bird which was only disqualnied for shov.ng by
being hocked.

What then is good brecding, and what ig ¢*
‘blood’ which we say ‘tells’? ltis not Emi?y of ruce.
This is the grand mistake so many make, and whict:
the correspondent already quoted falls into, when bhe
says that the chicks ¢ven from the **ssme hen "an fu.
cxperiment, wers not abke ore than e aze. 1h-
human race is jure cnongh W that it is not cressce
or capable of bemyg crossed with other specws ; Lut
there is nothing in general 2bout it of the neruie ¢f
what we ave now conmdermg.  Jn go far us there ts,
30 far there is actual sinulanty in the produce. Thus,
when Fredenick Wilham of Pruss:a, used his desj ctan
authonty to enforce the mating of s grenadirs w.id
tall women, the result was a tall 12ee, of wiuch there
are still cvident traces n the nesghborhiond of Pors
dam. Thus agam, rich and noble funnlics have

reater power of chioice n thew marnages, and mane
kind usually preferring beautsiul woman, on the aver-
age these, noble familics present a fargraater noamba
ot examples than other classes do, ot that refinee
style of Leauty which we call ‘patucan’, Gther sun-
ilar proofs might be aited.  And 1t 1820 in fou salsy
Purity, nerely, is not what we wecan by “blood’
Let us suppose » pen of our Dark Brahmas to be breu
from, aud thuir progeny to be again bred from, an!
s0 on, never crossing the stiam, but net matig up
to any defined method of ~clection. At the end o,
a few years, the vace will®  as pure g ever, in that
it consists of purebred orincrossed drahmas; but
its colors and other points will present afl sorls <f
variation. Almost every breed will thus degenerats
if not looked after to at least some moderate extent.
1311 at Jength no color at all can be dependec g en, 8t
is 80 with cats ; their nocturnal and wandciag Labit
make any systematic mating very Cifbrult, snd tie
conscquence is that the kitlens in a litter present co
lora which ave often not found an aither of themn -
mcdiate parenis; thongh there canmiat bea dous
that were they bred with care, their produce wou'™
be quite as uniform as that of other ammals 5 inde
such varictics of cats as from their greater valvo m
bred with care—as the Persian or Maltcse—do biee
thus uniformly.

So much for what blood is not,
it ix. There is no reconditc myster) awvout u
man can understand 1t if he will try, and 3¢5

teat importance that he should understand 3¢ :

le is ever tosucceed as aeeder. I may bncfy
state it as follows: Bloud in the seuse i whiea

Now for wi
P ar.

breeders use the word—is the carlainly of reproducing



