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‘Whero a $Spirit of Religion oxists, thero is the force
of Heaven itself quickening and entwining those who are
influenced by it. As on the other hand,all such unhallowed
und defiled minds are within the alt=active power of hell,
and are continually hastening their course thither, being
strongly pressed down by the weight of their wickedness.
Sin doth not hover, as it were, over tho bottomless fut, or
mere flutter about it ; but is continually sinking lower and
lower. Neithor doth true grace make somo feeble at-
tempts toward Hoaven, but by an energy within tself is
always soarmg higher and lagher. It is not an niry spe-
culation as a thing to come that can satisfy a good chris-
tian’s longings, but the possesston, i so it might be,vven
in this life.

Itis to bo wished, that there be not among some so low
an estimation of bliss as makes them more to seck after
assurance of Heaven, only inthe idea of 1t as a thiog to
come, thau afler heaven jtself, which indeed we can never
be well assured of, until we find 1t rising within us and glo-
rilving our souls. When true assuranco comes, Heaven
itself will appear as 1t were upon the horizon hike the|
morming hight, chasing away all dark and gloomy doubts
before it.
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present day, and that it was at unity in itself, we
learn from these passages that the words household
of faith mean generally all christians, as being aliko
children of God, edopted into his family through the
atonement of Christ; and more particularly such ss
being united in one place and in one church are more
immediately bound together by ono common inter-
est asbrethren.

You must perceive very plainly that as christians
we are required by our heavenly Father to do good
whenevar opportunity is aflorded us to any of mau-
kind—more paiticularly it 13 required of us to be
kindly affectioned to all christians; and most especi-
ally we are bound to bo ready on all occasions to pro-
moto the temporal and spititual interest of such chsis.
tians as belong io the church of which we oursclves
are members.

From these words,therefore,I projose ealling your
altention to a jreeminent means which Gud has
placed within the reach of all of us of doing guod
to this household of faith, in the office of sponsors to,
children brought for admission by baptism into this,
household of God. I sholl first endeavour to throw
some light upon the difficulty (for I am sorry to ob-
servo thet many persons find a difficulty in getting
sponsors for their children,) which 1 fear must anse,
either from a wistaken notion of the Godpareuts’ du-
ty; or else from what is far worse, a carelessuess of
the spiritual condition of our fellow creatures.

‘The portion of Scripture selected for the gospel

We tnay be too nice and vain in seeking for signs and,
tokens of Christ's spiritual appearances in the souls of)
others, or evenin our own. Let us rather wait unut the
works that He shall do within usmay testify cf tum, and
let us not be over-credulous, till we find that he doth those
works which no oneelse could do. As for a true and well-
grounded assurance, say not so much “ who shall ascend
into Heaven,” to feteh it down from thence ; or  who
shall descend into the deep to bring itup from beneath,
for as in the growth of truo 1nternal goodness it will free-
Jy unfold atself within us, so will it in the progress of true
Religion, stay until the grain of mustard soed jtself breaks
forth among the cluds that buried it,~until through the
descent of the heavenly dew 1t sprouts up and discovers
itself openly. Thisholy assurances indeed the budding
and blossoming of felicity in our souls; it is the inward

senseand feeling of the true life, spirit, swectnesa and
beauty of Grace, powerfully expressing its cnergy within
us. U. T.
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in the baptismal service (if there was no other) we
covader sufficient authority for bringing our infants
to that sacrament; and if clildren are to be thus
estly admitted into the church of Ghrist, and to the
privileges therein conveyed, 1t is but reasonable every,
precaution should be taken that such infants may as
early and as effectually as possible be trained in such!
knowledge as may secure the benefits, and be taught
to avoid that ignorance and those vices which will as-'
suredly deprive them ofthem.

To secure such instruction as effectually as may;
be, the church has enjoined that in addition to the,
parents whom e must in christian charity suppose’

to be anxious above all things for the eternal happi-i

ness of their offspring, that some persons should for|
God’s sake, and for the promotion of the Lingdom
of Christ, be entrusted with authonity to lead these,
infants into the ways of righteousness as they grow|
io years. And surely a more effectual opportumty
could scarcely be afforded to a christian of doing guod
to his helplees fellow creatures who belong to the
houseliold of faith.

Hence it is plain that parents impart to the spon-~
sors a privilege and power to train their chidren n
the ways of godliness, aud it is 2 power which all

Seeing 1n one of your late papers an exhortation to
the clergy to exert themselves in removiog the objec-
tions to spoarars, I enclose you u sermon prcached'
Dot long since in my parish church with that express,
design. And if you think it likely to produce good,
by a more extended circulation, you are welcome to
it for your paper.

Galatians 6 verse 10.

“As we have opportunity let us do good unto all men,,
especially unto them that are of the houschold of faith.” !

In this text, the only words that require oxplan-
ation are thelast. The command to do good to all!
men is very plain ; but it requires a little attention to'
discover who in the Apostle’s estimation those are!
who have such an especial claim upon our good of-
fices—who those are that constitute the household of!
faith. If we look through the same aposties® letter to'
the Ephesians we shall find that all christians—all
whose faith was established in Christ Jesus—who
trusted in him as their Redeemer and depended on:
him as their Saviour, are called by an expression
very similar, ¢ the household of God;” and they|
are there said to bow the knees unto the Father of'
our Lord Jesus Christ. Aud if we look into the
epistle to the Ifebrews we read that all those are of
the household of God who hold fast the confidence'
ang the rejoiciog of the hope in Christ firm unto the!
end.

Bearing in mind therefore
church of Chrie
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that in those days the!
t was undivided into sects as in thc1I

as they were, such would be our feelings whenever

good christians ought to he glad to undertake. How
isit possible thata man from his heart can say the

y Lord’s prayer and implore God that s kingdom may

come, and lus wsll be done on earth asit 1s in hea-
ven. that is, that salvation through the death of Chnisy
may be extended to all the world, and his laws be
uviversilly obeyed,unless he feels a des:re to do all an
bis power to effect it.

Therefore instead of refusing the office, we reall;
ougbt gladly to erbrace the offer, and use our influ-
ence to train the young in such paths as shall be
o« 3t likely to advance it.

That such was the highly honourable design of the
office of Godfathers, we may learn from the practice
of the christians in the days of the spostles, when
the majority of the people were heathens, and there-
fore comparatively few were fit to be entrusted with
theoffice. In those days the Communicants asa bo-
dy undertook the charge, and as soon as the baplized
were old enough to learn, they were regularly brought
together before the communicants on the Lord" day,
who iostracted them by catechizing mn ull the rudi-
ments of religion, and who wnere vigilant to notice
their ordinary conduct, and reprove them wheucver
they saw anything contrary to their profession.

We cae readily imagiue the pleasure these early
christians felt when numbers of children were brought
for baptism, and Low their joy would increase as
their power increased of instructing a multitude of in-
fants in the truths of the gospel. And such would
be our feelings if in this day we were such christians

a parent should be supposed to place such csnfidence
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to remaio, nat for 2 time only, but for ever and evetjd
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s a like influence over ther
offspring, -
So needful was it considered to train childreg S8
ly in the ways that they should go, that bes, 2
parents and the spunsors, the church has tade
ther effort to instruct the youth, by providicg 38
ritual instructor to feed the lambs of Christ’s o &
And it was on account of this duty of their offe, 48
the clergy obtained the appellation of Fathers,
is still retuined in the Romsn Catholic apj M
other churches atthe present day. And alihosy IR
our church the name is dropt, yet the duty 4 J8
lawd upon tbe clergy, for they are bound toly
overy chidd an their respective parishes why o8
sponsor 1sto the child he brings to baptism, 1J8
iy duty,and the duty of every brother clerpymsy I8
call upon the children under our charge to oty
church and bear sermons, and to provide that Ji
muy learn the creed, the Liord’s prsyer and the B
commandments, as well us such otlier thinge
christan ovght to know and believe to s,
bealth;" and to endeavour that they may be bro:,
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MINISTERIAL.

REMARES ON THE CLERICAL OFFICE,
By the Bishopof Limerick, (Dr. Knoz.)

If stations of honour and trust among men re
persons of knowledge, fidelity, and zeal tn fif) 1y 3@
how infinitely more does our office require thyl g
should be possessed of qualifications, in some mei
corresponding to the high and boly vocation whef
unto we are called. Yes, my brethren, whal
contempt the ministerial office may have luin ull
from the misrepresentations of the enemies tht (@
round us on every side—or how much sneves |t pf2
at times bave been disgraced and rendered ustlgiR
nay, even injutious, by the careless or indolent, cr(if8
unworthy conduct of such as have thrust themsJ%
into it from bose and mercevary views ; yel, it i:308
aud in its natural tendency, it is the most noble, R
nevolent, and useful office in the ubiverse. To@
the minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, to bs [l
fellow-worker in the salvation of precious and inu g8
tal souls. To malke a multitude of wretched
perishing sinners rich in the unsearchable treasiil
of the Lord Jfesuy Christ. Let those thereforew
are called to this blessed work, join with 8 P
and thank the Lord Jesus in ¢ that he counted gl
faitbful putting them into the ministry.”  Let th§8
magnify their office, not by assuming airs of superisi§
or making claims tu power they do not possess, Hil
by acting up to their high character, and by so eS8
cising it, as to xender it an extensive hlessing (o (98
world,

Beloved bretbren—if Aaron could have trifled s:4i8

stood before God—between the living and (5
‘ead to stay the plague—if Abrsham could toi
trifled when he petitioned the Almighty to sare 13
“ities of the plain—if David could have been
and heartless, when in the midst of a perishiog ciff8
titude he pleaded before God under the very scomgl
of the destroying angel—if Moses could have folS8
time for foolish vanities, when he raised the b3l
serpent in the poisoned and perishing camp—tLgg
may we devote our time to merely human purci¥
unconpected with our ministry and * be guiltles! i
But how can we be so, when we consider tha,
the circumstances of interest, aitached to auy cufi
what they may—they were as nothing, compared |
the solemn crisis in which we stand—as offering 238
vation, everlasting salvation, to perishing souls.
office, my bretbren, is of a heavenly origin—ure
ployment is of & epiritual character, and its frot
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We are called, to make full proof of our ministry 4K :
publicly and [roz: house to house, testifying repestisfi8 t
toward God and frith toward our Lord Jesus Chi

But if instead of preaching, * Christ and hin
cified,” which ought to be the Alpba and Omen
our discourses we are content to preach Socrates
Seneca ;—if we make no other use cf our high ¢
mission, as Bishop Hortsley remarks, ¢ than to ¢
abroad ovno day iu sevem, dressed in solemn I



