NEW SOUTH WALLS,

*¢ The following account of the present state of re-
ligion in this colony is from a work recently publish-
ed Ly Mr. Justice Burton.

The number of Protestants at any one time attend-
ing Divine Service, at the commencement of 1839,
cannot, it is feared,be estimated at more ti an 11,000.
Of these, the number attending the ministratinns of’
the Church of England was about 7000, the number
attending the ministration of the Clergy of the Pres-
byterian Church, about 2000, the number sitached
to the Wesleyan connection 1450, those attending
the Independent Congregation 300, the Baptist 800,
aud the Quakers about fifty.

Tlus estimate is formed with respect to the num.
ber attending diviue worship in I839; at that time
the general population of the istand had increased
from 77,096 (the nuiaber in 1336) to abou* 102,000,
the number of Protestants at the former period being
54,621; what proportion of the additiunal prpulalion'
wvas of the same denominstion there are at present no
mesns of ascertaining, ‘

The number of Roman Catholics aftending divine
worship in 1836, was not estimated at more than
2,450; the Roman Csthohe poriion of the conumunity
being st the same time 21,898, The number of per-
sons of that profession, and of their congregations
in 1839, is unknown,

There were also ten counties, for which there was
no minister of religion of any denomination; and these
counties contuined at thst titne 6667 Protestants, and
2857 Romsan Catholics, total 9534; three of thexe
have since ohtamed the benefit of a Presbyterian,
clergyman, but none of them have yet either one of]
the Church of England, oc of the Church of Rome.

Thbus it will appear, that in the year 1836, when
the whole population amounted only to 77,096, so
large a proportion #s 22,177 were in situgtions in
which it was impossible for them to sttend the ordi-
nary ministrations of yeligion, exclusive of that addi-
tional number, who, being at large, were yet unable
to attend them from their distance.

The Church room in the country districts in 1sse,bm,he d for hfe or fourteen years to a spot where

could only accommodate S000 persons, the number
of Protestants in those districts being 40,000.”

This statement gives & deplorable view of the reli.
gious destitution of the Colony, but the stimulus of |
pecessity has called into actwvity a spirit which will
© do much to remedy the evil. In 1839, Mr, Burton!
says ¢ shere were thirty-two places at which private
subscrij.tions had been entered into in the colony for
the erection of churches, to be consecrated sccord-
ing to the rites of the Church of £rgland, amount-
ing to upwards of £11,000; aud ten other places
where churches were in progress of esection, and un-
dertaken ot an estimated cost of £20,000.”

Mr. Justice Burton visited this island in the year
1834, and found 130 prisoness in confinement on the
charge of attempting to disarm or even murder their
gusrd of 120 privates, and then to effect their own
escape. The plot had well pigh succeeded.

 For their share in this offerce, as principale and
accessories before the fact, fifty-five prisoners were
selected for trial by the crown officers, as being con-
sidered ringleaders, and against whom salso, evidence
confirmatory of that af some of the accomplices, who
were admitted 8s witnesses, could be obtained.

“ In the course of these trials, which occupied ten
days eighly-scven different wilnesses were esamined on
the pait of the prosecution and for the prisoners;
many of the principal witnesses five or six times
over, dusing which they . underwent a course and
mode of cross examination by the prisoners, guch ag
no advocate in the world could conduct; and reveal-
ed to thecourt a picture of depravity, which it may
be asserted, mo human judge ever had revealed to
Lim before. This will be fully understood, when it
is explained that some of the principsl’ witnesses a-
gainst the conspirators, were prisoners who bad been
concerned in the affairas derply as themselves ; that
almost all 1 them were their fellow-prisoners ; that
they had passed days and nights tagether in confine-
ment, s0 many as 120 in asingle ward ; thet they
had been intimately associated in the commission of]
other crimes of deeper stain; that their occupation,

|to this place; [ do not ask life, I do net want to be

of respite from labour and those which should be given
to repose, was the relation of crime in which they
had been engaged, or to which they were privy, no
cunspirutor, could desire » better knowledge of the

character of bis companions then aas thus obtsined ;

they proved indeed by their searching questiuns ox
cross-examination, end abundantly proved to the mind
of the hesrer, by the faint and downcast denial of the

witness, thut they were intimstely scquainted with
ench other’s thonghts, and words, and each particular
of these was appalling. But beyond all this, the un-

happy prisoners themselves, when brought tp, ss

they were in the urder of their conviction, (and of

the number tried, thirty were capitally convicted and
received sentence of death), completed the abomina-
ble revelation by communicating to the judge, in ear-
nest, deep, but cslm expostulation, the c.imes com-
mitted there, upun which, to be now particular,
would not be meet; and he can therefore o other-
aise descrihe the etate of the island than figuratively,
a mode of expreesion, however, which Le dnes not
believe to exceed the reality, when he says, that the
picture presented of that place to his mind upon that

occasion, was, of » cage full of unclean birde, full of

crimes against God end man, mu.ders and blasphe-
mies, and all unclesnness.

¢ One of them, a man who displayed siogular abi-
lity, and uncommon calmness and self-possession une
der circumstances so appslling to ordinary minds, re-
presented it to be a ¢ hell upon earth,’ and such assur-
edly it was, as fur as the torment of that region is
made up of the company of evil spirits glor)ing in
evil deeds ; ¢ Let & man’s heart,? be suid, ¢ be what
it will when be comes here, his man’s beast is taken

tfrotn lam, aud there is given to him the Licart of 2

beast.’

¢ He represented, and others followed himin the
<ame course, that ¢he crimes which had brovght them
there, were not of a kind which should condemn
them to such a sfate :—-that many of them bad been
decent men, possessed of means oi support, and bad

with those whose crimes were of the deepest kind ;
the fuce of woman is never seen—doomed to daily toil,

and water, ‘subject to.the lash, if a man lo~ked
(to use his own expressivn) at an overseer or a con-
stable, or neglected his. work, or committed any of-
fence atall.” One of them said, ¢ Sentence has been
psssed on us before, and we thought we should have
been executed then. It was no mercy to send us

spared upon condition .of remsining here; lifs is not
worth heving on such terms.? ¢1 pleaded guilty,’
said another, ¢ to the charge against me, because ]
knew 1 was guilty, and as the only expiation I could
make for my offence, and I have been upbraided by
my fellow pri-oners for doing so, beciuse they say
that my pleading guity has been the cause of their
being convicted, f was transported from Ireland for
an offence of which I was oot guilly, that of cattle-
stealing; and J was egain unjustly convicted before
your Honour of a like offince, and I was innocent
of that, and I committed the present offence to get
clear of this accurseq place.”*

¢ Another took ingenious advanfage of some dis-
erepancy in the evidence, .o make @ powerful appesl
to the judge, founded upon his sssertion of his own
innocence, and that his person was mistaken T And
finding that appeal in¢ffectual, and thut be nas sen-
tenced to die, he broke out in the most moving and
passionate exclamation and intreaties that he might

su It is right tostate herc, that the Judge on his retuen
to Sydney referred again anxiously to his ,noles of this
man’s trial before bin, and others also, who interested
themselves in his favour, did the same, and examined the
Depositionsat the Police Office, when he was comitted
for trial, and there appeared uo reason upon the evidence
todoubt his guilt in that trausaction, for which he was
transported to Norfolk Ivland. It appears he calculated
upon the bad characterof the principal witnessagainst him,
who afler he was convicled of caltle-stealing, was convict-
ed of perjury, not in that case, bu! was committed insume
ather»

$47This man’s case was alsc again anxiounsly investiga-

and they bad none of & holier kind, during the hours
4

wives and fumilies in the world; and they were con-'y comin.
demined to the same place of helplessuess sud despair he was attracted by the music,and thought he would

fed upon the most common diet, salt beef, and maize,

'not die without the .benefit of:Confession. * Oh,
your Honour,? he said, ¢ as you hoped to be saved
yourself, do not Jet me die without seeing my priest.
1 have been s very wicked wan indeed, 1 bave com-
mitled many other crimes for which 1 ought to die,
jbut do not send me out of .be wasld without seeing
wy priest.” Poor soul ! he was n Roman Catholic;
and after this, he wes taken aray to his ceil, and in
miserablo agony, employed his time embracing snd
beating bimself wpon 8 rudely constricted figure of
the cross, which » fellow.prisoner of the sume per-.
suasion made for him of wood, snd incoherently
and madly pronounced incessautly those brief exclu-
lmations for wercy, which such an one could teach
him. :

¢ Others spoke in moving terms of {he hopeless-~
nesa of their lot, and their despair, and another spoke
also of what rendered the state they were in one of
utter hopelestness ; and the statement which he
made was perfecily irue; he said, * What is done,
{your Honour, to miake us belter ? once a week we
isre drawn up in the squate opposite the Military
Barrnck, and the military are dyrawn up in front of
us with Inaded muskets and fixed bayonets, and a
jyoung officer then comes to the fence, and reads part
‘of the prayers, and that takes, may be, about & quar-
ter of an hour, and that is all the religion we see.”

PERSONAL EFFORT.

The following fucts, stated by Rev. Dr. Matheson
of Eugland, in a connnunica’ion in the New York
‘Evangelist, furnish encouragement for faith and ef-
fort, in reference to cases apparently hopéless. A
poor man, who was @ slave to strong drink, caniie
Jiome one Sabbath evening, intoxicated, and fuund
his youngest child desd. Notwithstanding his degrad-
‘ed condition, he wss -not wholly lost to the feelings.
of nature, and tha_event deeply sffected him. After
isome time, hib wife persuaded him to go and dérder
On his way, passing a, place of worship,

just go in and hear the singing, promising to himself
that he would atay po longer, lest be should hear
something that would make bim feel worse. But,
after the singing wes over, he tliought he would hear
the text, This ‘was, * Prepare to meet thy God !’
He was alarmed at the very sound and left the house,
as be was turning the corner of the street, a young
maa handed bim a small paper, saying, as it was
very short, it would not take him lung to read it,
and it might do him good. But whst was his as-
tonishment, to find st the head of the paper, the very’
same words which had juit before ereated s0 much
alarm : *¢ Prepare o meel thy God !  This very
much increased the impression upon his mind, and’
that night be began to pray. For some time, he
was on the bordersof despair, till at length, he called
on one of the secrétaries of the socicty which pub-
lished the tract, and received such directions ss, by
the blesging of God, led him ta the Saviour ; and he
is pow an bumble follower of Jesus, and a consistent
member of the Church.

The other case .was that of a fashionable Iady who
was on & visit to a watering pldce, in company with
an elderly female. They took a walk on Sabbath
morning, and were met by a young mau who pre-
sented them with a little tract,  The elderly lady
was highly offended; but the younger one resd the
tract, and was so much affecied that'she went after-
wards fo the place where it was published, in Lon-
don, and purchased a number more; aud the truths.
which she read in thum were blessed to the conver-
sion of her soul. She has since beea a zealous dis.
tributor of tracts, which have been instrumental in
the coaversior of a number of others; while -her
walk and conversation is such as eminently to advra
the doctrive of the gispel, in the civcle in which she
moves, ’ ’

We mention these facls .particulariy-at this time,
because now every effort of this kind seems to be
attended with unwonted power; and they. encourage
us to hope.for the conversivn of those shom we have
been uccustomed to regard as beyond the reach of
tiope, or ot of the way of religious influences.—

ted by the Sudge, and no doubt of his guilt entertained.”

Epis. Rec.




