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the present state, to find out all the rea- What an oppôrtunity had they to
sons for this resolition, but two or three have walked those forty years by faiti,
seem to present themelves to view. what grounidsi for an entire conitidence

1. Suelh a life brings grect glory Io were afforded then ; but alas, their
Go'l. Confidence is universally a me. faitiless hearts perverted their way, and
dium of honor. To confide in a fullow- in the end proved their ruin Ten
creature, puts honor upon him in the times they tempted God in the desert,
account of others, and affords a pleasure till at length he sware concerning that
to limself, especially if he bu a ise generation, that for their unbelief they
and upriglit character, as it gives him should die in the wilderness, and never
an opportuinity of proving his visdom enter his rest. Few, if any, besides
and lidelity. Thougli the great God Joshua and Caleb, wuld dare to trust
cannot be made more honorable than lie imin, notwithstanding all his wonders
is by anything that we can do, yet lis and all his mercies. They, lowever.
honor nay by this bu made more ap- for their part, took hold of his strength,
jarint. Ve honor him su far as we and thouglit tlemselves abl, having
formni just conceptions of him in our GoOD On their side, tu encounter any-
own ninds, and aet so as ta give just thing. Their spirit was to w:dk by
representations of him to others. God faith and not by sight, and herein it is
is graciously pleased to declare that lie easy to sec how they glorified God.
" takes pleasure in those that hope in O brethren, let THE GLOnY OF GoD lie
lis mercy,"-and why ? surely, amongst near our hearts ! Let it be dearer to
other things, because it gives him occa- us than our dearest delights ! ierein
sion to display the glory of his grace. consists the criterion of true love to
And as lie takes pleasure in those that him. Lot us, after the noble example
hope in his mercy and rely upon it, so of Joshua and Caleb, FOLLOW TnE LoRD
lie takes pleasure in ordering things su FULLY.-(Numb. xiv. 24.) Let us ap-
that we nay bu put to the trial vhether prove of every thing that tends to glor-
we will rely on hlim or not. It was this ify him. Let us be reconciled to lis
that induced lim to lead Israel through conduct, who " suffereth us to hunger
the wilderness, rather than by tie ready that we may know that man lives not
road to Canaan. He knew tley would by bread alone, but by every word that
be in fact dependent upon him, let theni proccedeth out of the mouth of God."-
be where tbey would: but they would (Deut. viii. 3.) If he brings us into hard
not bu sensible of that dependence, nor and difficult situatiors, situations to an
have so much opportunity of entirely eye of sense impossible to endure, re-
trusting him in any way as this, and so member it is that he may give us an
it would not be. su msuch for the glory opportunity of glorifying hîim by trust-
of lis great name. itheil ther would ing himin, the dark. Thle ore dtliictult
lead a rhole nation, with all their little the trial, thee glory t hini that bears
ones, into an inhsospitable desert, wiere is through, and the greater opportunity
ias scarcely a morsel of meat to eat, and is afforded us for proving that we can
in nany places not a drop of water to indeedl trust him vith all our concerns;
drink-a land of deserts and of pits, of, that we can titst him whîeni we cannot
scorpions,and fieryflying serpents. Here, sec what le is about.
if anywhere, tiey must bu sensibly de- Those very much dislonour God wlo
pendent on God. They must be fed and profess to trust him for anotier world,
preserved immediatelyfromHeaven itse but in the comnion difficulties of thsis
and that by miracle, or all would perisli are perpetailly murmuring, peevisl, and
in a few days. Hure God must appear distrustful. lHow different vas it with
ta bu what bu was; lere mercy and trutli Abliam in offering up lis son Isaac !
muet appear ta go with thcm indeed. ; What, offer up Isaacl lis son, his only


