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that he made a proclamation throu
his kingdom, and put it also in writing, say-

~ tefore the birth of
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LESSON III.—OCTOBER 15, 1905
Returning From Captivity.
Ezra i, 1-11,

Golden Text.

The Lornd hath done great things
whereof we are glad. Ps. cxxv,, 3.

Home Readings.

for us,

Monday, Oct. 9.—Ezra i., 1-11.
Tuesday, Oct. 10.—Ezra ii., 61-70.
Wednesday, Oct. rr.—Pc. 126.
Thursday, Oct. 12.—Jer. xxv., 1-14.
Friday, Oct. 13.—Jer. xxix,, 8-19.
Satunday, Oct. 14.—Jer. xxx., 15-24
Sunday, Oct. 15.—Jer. xxxi, 1-14.

(R. M. Kurtz.)
~INTRODUCTION.

Our studies in the history of the Hebrew
people have shown their downward trend to-
ward the extinction of their national life.
True, there were periods when revivals occur-
red, when the nation showed a disposition to
turn away from idolatry to God. But, tak-
ing a view of the whole history, we see sev-
eral distinct steps marking the downward
way.

- You will remember, in the first place, that
the people persisted in wanting a king, until
God granted the wish, though warning them

~ of the consequences, :
Then, after three kings had ruled, a foolish

young man came to the throme, and by his
rashness so angered his subjects that ten
tribes revolted and set up a kingdom of their
own.

After a troubled history, this northern king-
dom of Israel was swept away and the fate
of the ten tribes is one of the mysteries of
history, which men ponder to this day.

At last came the Babylonian cap'ivity, which
marked the close of Judah’s independent ex-
istence also, as a kingdom.

~But the history of the Jews reveals a very
striking fact; God might destroy the nation
as such, but the people were still the objects
of his love and care. Away to Babylon went

the best that were left of the nation, there to

undergo severe discipline in the land of their
captivity fer seventy years. Yet Gol was
preparing them to return to their own land
again.

Physical captivity meant gpiritual liberty,
for by this means were the people to learn

" the emptiness of idolatry. The prophets had

foretold this return; even before the captivity
‘mention had been made of the time we are
now studying. See Isa. xl.-xlvi; Jer. xxv., 12;

?&7 10, and Ezek. xi, 20, 36, 37. A study
1)

these prophets reveals the promise not-only
the return, but of the preparation of the

o)‘f

~ hearts of the people for it.

GOD IN E!STQRY/.’ ;

1. ‘Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of
Persia, that the word of the Lord by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord
stirred ‘up the spirit of Cyrus, king of pe_m;;i
] t

ing. * o Rl
%‘h‘e; great lessons of history are not learned

by the study of separate events, but.by tak-
ing them together and observing their rela-

 tion and meaning. For example, there are

g things in the history of the times just
R Christ, which, studied sep-
arately, have no apparent bearing on that

svent or its consequences, If they are all con-
Ctared togethier, however, they delight and.
~ amaze us as they reveal the great scheme of

events and progress whereby +*- world was
\‘v",./, e SIS : <l

prepared for the advent of Christ
rapid spread of his Gospel.

So in the history of the captivity. We find,
for instance, that the king who took Judah
captive followed the policy of taking inhabi-
tants of conquered nations from their homes.
This afforded the means whereby Judah was
punished in Babylon.

Again the new King Cyrus, who conquered
Babylon, reversed this policy, and thus sup-
plied the human means for the return of the
Jews, at the close of the seventy years.

In this verse we find God’s influence more
immediately, as he ‘stirred up the spirit’ of
Cyrus to send the people home:

THE KING'S PROCLAMATION.

2. ‘Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia, The
Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged
me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which
is in Judah.

3. ‘Who is there among you of all his pec-
ple? his God be with him, and let him go up
to Jerusalem, which is in Juwdah, and build
the house of th: Lord God of Israel, (he is
the God), which is in Jerusalem.

4. ‘And whosoever remaineth in any place
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place
help him with silver, and with gold, and with
goods, and with beasts, besides the freewill of-
fering for the house of God that is in Jeru-
salem.’

The remarkable utterance of Cyrus in verse
second is in striking accord with the words of
Isaiah, uttered several genmerations before the
exile began:

‘That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd,
and shall perform all my pleasure: even say-
ing to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to
the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

‘Thus saith the Lord to -his anointed, %o
Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to sub-
due nations before him; :

‘T will go before thee, and make the crook-
ed places straight: I will break in pieces the
gates of brass, and cut in sunder the ‘bars of
iron:

‘For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel

mine elect. I have even called thee by thy
name; I have surnamed thee, though thou
hast not known me.
_After giving free and full permission to the
Jews to return, we notice that he commands
that offerings for the temple were to be given
to the returning Jews by their neighbors in
Babylon. This carrying of gifts back to the
Holy Land recalls the departure from Egypt:
Exodus xii., 35, 36.

THE TREASURE CARRIED BACK.

5. ‘Then rose up the chief of the fathers of
Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the
Levites, with all them whose spirit God had
raised, to go up to build the house of the
Lord which is in Jerusalem.

6. ‘And all they that were about them
strengthened their hands with vessels of sil-
ver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts,
and with precious things, beside all that was
willingly offered. =

7. ‘Also Cyrus the king brought forth the
vessels of the house of the Lord, which Nebu-
chadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem,
and had put them in the house of his gods;

8. ‘Even these @id Cyrus: king of Persia
bring forth by the hand of Mithredath the
treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbaz-
zar, the prince of Judah.

9. ‘And this is the number of them: thirty
chargers of gold, a thousand chargers of sil-
ver, nine and twenty knives.

10. ‘Thirty basons of gold, silver bhasons of
a second sort four hundred and tem, and other
vessels a thousand. ;

11. ‘All the vessels of gold and of silver
were five thousand and four hundred. All thegse
did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the
captivity that were brought up from Babylon
unto Jerusalem.’

and the

The remaining verses of the lesson deal

mainly with the treasuré that was given the
people for the temple they were to build when
Jerusalem was again reached. Beasts of bur-
den for the journey were also supplied.
Cyrus also brought from the heathen temple
of his idols the many vessels which had been
taken from the temple at Jerusalem when (”he
city fell, and restored them to the Jews,
The items given in verses g and 1o amount
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to 2,490, while verse 11 speaks of 5,400. It i8
probable that the more important only were
thus classified while all sorts of vessels, to=
gether amounted to the latter number.

‘Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah,’ this was
the Persian name of Zerubabbel, who laid the
foundation of the new temple later.

The lesson for Oct. 22 is ‘Rebuilding the
Temple” Ezra iii., 10; iv,, 5.

C. E. Topic.

Sunday, Oct. r5.—Topic—Better work our
society should do. Heb. vi, 7-12, 13, 20, 21,

Junior C. E. Topic.

TEMPERANCE MEETING,

Monday, Oct. 9.—‘Nor drunkards.’
vi,, 9, 10.

Tuesday, Oct. 10.—‘Woe unto them.! Isa.
Y, 1.

Wednesday, Oct. 11.—‘Erred through wine.
Isa. xxviii, 7.

Thursday, Oct. 12.—TRioting and drunken-
ness.”’ Rom, xiii, 12-14.

Friday, Oct. 13.—Take heed to yourselves.
Luke xxi., 34.

Saturday, Oct. 14—Watch and be sober.
1. Thess. v., 6-8.

Sunday, Oct. 15—Topic—A strong argument
against drinking. Gal. v.,, 2r. (Temperance
Meeting.

1. Cor.

Did You?

Did you ever waste an opportunity

To say a kind word?

To do a kind deed?

To help some one?

To learn something useful?

To go to Sunday school?

To ask some one who doesn’'t go to Sunday
school to go?

To encourage speaking well of others?

To discourage speaking ill of others? :

To show your disapproval of all unladylike
and ungentlemanly words and acts?

To stand up for the right?

To fight against the wrong? :

To use your pennies where they will do
good? ;

Did you ever waste a penny, a minute, a
word, or an act? ;

~ If you ever did, what are you going to do
about it?

A suggestion: Sometimes it happens when
you have lost a thing and can’t find it again,
if you try hard you can find another just like
it; and the second ome is taken much more
care of and put to bebter use than the first.—
The ‘Myrtle.

Curse cards are being used in Switzerland
and Germany to check profanity. People go
about with the cards in their pockets and
whenever they hear bad language present one
to the swearer to sign. The card has pnn-ud
on it a pledge to abstain from swearing for
a specified time, or to pay a small fine for
each oath to some charity. Nearly 40,000 of

these cards have been distributed in Switzer-

land alone.—~‘Ram’s Horn.!

NORTHERN MESSENGER PREMIUMS

ple and handsome Fountain Pen, usual

‘uorx'dm’ $2.00, manufactured by Sandford & Ben-
nett, New York, given to ‘Messenger’' subserib-
ers for a list of five new subscriptions to the
‘Northern Messenger’ at 40 cents each. é

P 's Horse, Oattle, Sheep and Swine

“nom' :?ph'l‘.hll book gives a descriptiom of the
diseases of the Horse, Cattle, Sheep and Swine,
with exact doses of medicine. Usually sold at
$1.60, will be given to ‘Messenger’ subscribers
for a list of four new & ubscriptions to the ‘Nor-
thern Messenger, at 40 cents each.

BAGSTER'S MINION BIBLE,suitable for Church,
Sabbath School or Day School. Each boy and
girl reader ot the ‘Messenger’ should possess
one. Given for three new subscriptions to the
‘Northern Messenger’ at forty cents each,

BAGSTER'S LONG PRIMER BIBLE — A hand.
' some Bible, gilt edges, with the addition of 307
grm containing the following Vaiuable Bible

eips, Concordance, Alphabetical Index, Maps,
and  Illustrations, with other alds to Bible
study. @Qiven to ‘Messenger’ wsubscribers for
e R s B o g A -
essenger’ :: or
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ICTORIAL TESTAMENT—A handsome pictor
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