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soon have occasjon to refer to it bgain. Dou-tdve
not know also from fSusebius, to whom we afg in!
Jdebfed for the admirable lotter of the christiang of
Lyons to those of Asia, that Biblis, onc of tuosd
who bad heon weak enough to deny their -faitli

*swas put to thie torture that she might be forced 'to
~onfess the impictiesimputed to the chusu:gnsi The
iorments;rotsed ber from a profound sleofs- thcsc
reansilory pangs made herruflect upon tho eternal
pains of hell: and bow, %aid the,” should"wc eat
the {lesh of children, wo who ayé nat even allowed
to cut the blood of-beasts} She then confessed her-
<elf a christian, and'was rankedamong the mariyrs,
Thus the demonstrated ignorante -of the Pagans
apon the Eucharist restores to the Church a soul,
whose overllnmw ithad for 2 moment bcumlcd
d repldces Biblis with honor at the side of thet in-|
sincible Blandina,

But if our adv cxsancs, afler so many convincing
proofy, still require some thiat are dlrcct with res
gard to the three fitst centuries, Tertulhan and,
Crigenshall now supply them with proofs mostlf€
positive. 'Llie formex; ropelling the charges of m-l
tanti¢ide and impurifies, exclaims, “Who arg thiey
who hatk'told tho world' thése pre{ended - crimes)
Would’ ;t be those whoare accused of them?, Bqt
hotv could that bs, sinceit is the: ‘cammon lawofall.
the inysteriés fo keep thom'secret 7 “If they them-
<oléesaia notm‘ak(: lhé dlscqvoxy,xtmusl‘bm ol betm
strangers that A "But bow could Srangers hm:..
any Lnowledgé‘oflhem, since strangersars Képt Tar
way fram the”sight of {he most holy rysteries;
rnd a seleétioh’is madc ofihose who are permifled
to rerodin pispectators,” | 3 b, cliistiots made
no difficulty sboutspeaking of tho Bucharist, hot
could Torbullintysay-dhat < {he commnh Jaw of the’
mysteries was quccp {itm ¥ % qcrct. It e Pa—
.gans werd nulruclcd Tn. fhem, what right had Hic to
ask, ¢ How-shoild strangers ‘becomo acquainted
with these: things rInithe work, ixcm‘luresses 1o’
his wife, 16 supposed s o fuct, that Mo "christians
believed themseives bound to secrety, because lie,
employs it as an ergumenl for deterring her from
taking an unbeliever to her seconll husband! “For
by this means, says le, pcople fall info the ctime
of lefting tha Pagans come tothe knowledge of atir
mysteries. . Mught not your hushand Iearn, said he,
what itis you tesle dn secret befdre all nmms]x-
ment ? and ifho perceives that if is bread, Yl e/

not i 1mavxqc xt(abc tbatuhxch is so much spokcn
of?? =~ .. 2
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Origen in Ix'w._noblc xc('uluﬁo‘n of the work of Gel-
sus, afler sayiog inanswer to his.reiterated- v~
proachys of secrecy, that in gereral the Joctginie of
the chnstmns was belter kriown than thiatof (ho
philosophers ;  Itis nevertheless true, lio adds,
thatthere are cetlain ponts amoup-us, that are-not
commbnicaicd to every one, but this is so farfrom
being peculm;to the christians, that it w: ag o’bsen-
ed nmono,lbc Dhilosophers as well as emang us.~
Invainthen does Celsus undestako to mndcmmots
the secrecy observed-by the christians, <inco ho
doesnot even know inwhat it consists.”” *This
Pasage provesat.once that the secret was obsery-
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ed-bothin thetimo:of Qrigin alod inthat of Celsys,
\vho e not invwhat: it Gosisted, thatds, ot'the
commcnccmem of the third century, andut the end
of the first.  Thus all Iinds of proofs conspire to
shew (ho discipiipe of tho secrecy relative to the
Euchurist duringythe lourfirst.ages.  The fact is
acknowledged by.all for the-fourth : and good sonse
demoristrares that it coulC fiot then have been es-

tablished, if i hagd notpxisted from the. very time
ofdhe aposiles. . The..qalumnies of unbclxevcrs,
ine Ajtacks of thy plulosophers, ihe tortucs employ-
ed by- governors to extort a confession of thy pre-
tendod crimes, are indict but convincing praafs, of!
secrecy, and in addition te this, we havo positive
| testimonies for the first, second and third cenbiries.
Thave been anyious to set this historical fact
beyond djspute, and invest it with all the cerfainty
you can desire, because the general discipline of se;
ciecy necesmnly supposes the universal belief of
thafive ﬁrst  ages upon the Bucaarist, to be such as
the Cnthohc church has alwn)s taught : in fact, if,
on UG one hand ihis dlsclplme agrees c\‘nctly with
our beliefrespecting thé Eucharist, and if, on the
olher, xt‘should he found xmconqllable with the
opmion:“hxcb the Calyinists have formed of it, xt
must of strict. ticcessify be concluded thatwhat was
concealed in thic primitive Churchis not what {he
rCformcd but what we Dbilieve, In ihose hmcs
tﬁe qonceh]mentwas made either of| ;fxe docinneof
lhc ﬁgumuvc sense, ar oﬂllatof 1hamhtx 3 therz
is nonedium, and i %ecxccy roxcludes’ the’ ﬁrst' it
necessarily admits of thé: Feco-d, SIFdhat i remzuns
therefore is fo estaplish t})e trullx of these 1,wo px;q-
positions ; first, that tho discipline of secrecy gx-
dotly tallies with. the cathalic:sense of fhe realily:;
mthesccona place, -that it cZanof ‘bé reconcxlcd
witlrlie cdlvinistic stnseof thé figure.” 1o’ pcr-
sunded that of y ou;sell' you will catch the: ar"u_ment
before Ie\olam dit, 50 stnkmg docs xt appczxr lo
me,
N 2 mamhmﬂratﬂne ancient dxscgﬂmg ofsc-
crecy exaclly chimesin with. aux b;,]xefnyomthc
Lucharist, Itwoulil besuperfluouiio enfer intg o
long dissertation:to. shew the incapibility-of¥eason
1o attain to the faaccdssible >sublimites which are]
found nthe dovmn, such. as the 'CIxu::cb proposés
it to vsand as we believe it.” Therélormed coni‘ess
this, since they have made it the cause of théive-
jeeting andaftacking it. , JBut dn. the supposition.
that the primitive Churchbohcrcd as we do, What!
was itio do 7and how nustit manage 3¥illi Tegard
1o the unbehcv;:rs" It must bct’om-nl[ mu«rs,
prove to thern, the certainty of thc.rc;c‘l:mon, 2Dt
vince. ihcm, by this mirncles-dt-Josus: Ghnstnml b)
ﬁxcmﬁlxmxly’ofhw mordlity, ofj,he divipily. ofubls
wission, and ngver aﬂemp&iocon‘ﬁ'&e ‘to;1lem rcs-
pecting lﬁa Euch:msf do"'rms~ $0, 'e}em@ 580
alarming'to hudan comprebcnswn,\unuki”iey “hag
sulficichtlypreparcd their.mindd 434 hoxits for At
must-avé done precisely whatit didy ¥ thes hid]
begun byﬁrmgm o forward 1hes<;.mvs!encs, xfﬂzey
had commenced by speaking “openly-of the rnl
presenceof Jesus Bhrist.upon: thch‘imr, afd of‘ﬂnc
mxmculous‘clnan?'o of the: subs“tancc ;‘luch* Tollows.
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the imagitation of men; and have driven those from
their veligion whom they wefe desifous ofatteacting
fo it. ‘What langungd, in fuct, and what a strangs
doctyiiie for the Jews and:-Pagans ! What, would
not theirseasesand the nn.tendcd-\nsdom on which
they pndthcmsdres, havo suggested againstit !
Lt us Judgc what would liavg been said by men
who were not clristians, by what wo are continual-

3y hearing from mem, who, unfortunately for thew.

haveceased to beso. It wasnecessary then fur
their interest, charitably 16 spase their weakness

it was necessary also for (he interesis of truth, not
to expose it {o the raifleries of those who were not
yet in astaio 0 hearit : and on ilic supposition
that the dogma was then the same as it is for us,

it cannot be denied that it was reasonable and cven
neeessary:: (o cs(nblxsh this discipline of secrecy.

Andl to show. shllmom evidently the analogy uf
our actual belief with that:ofthe first ages,Yobsenve,
that. in supposing an exact parity, between them.
not only must the greatest secreey hq\e been then
recom:menged, but it must morcover linvé been re-
commended from the two kinds of molives just
mentioned, the one velatise to the \\eukness of the
pezeons, oF if you plense, the'ignordnce and. blind
ness of the unbelievers, the other, {o the dignity and
divine inslitution of the myateries: in order thet, on
one side, the unbolievers might not be injured or
scandalizeéd; and thus driven aivdy ﬁ:om cliristia
nity-; andion’ ﬂxc olhcx'A hat ibe. mysl};ncs might
qotbe -esposed.to the. raillories, (saxgasms Andnob-
jections-of garnal minds, Now;in poit of fact.
(and this must‘ strike )ou,) the dxsc:plmc of ge
crpc) tux-nc(ic c\gcﬂy upon ihése mo Imids of mo
hves. The_y nrgéach of‘ ﬂuzm ;dlsuqcllv poinfcd
out by ﬂuxFalhors.; We make nsg: of; obscure
expressions before»tho ‘catechumens, 'saul Saiut
Cyril of Jcrusalcm, in grder that lfxose who axe not
msj*uctcd may.not be. mJurciI by, hem,”> Now
hear i whole. s;ugd of Alexandria s - Ttois Aot
Jawfal'openly. (o disclosé tho mysteriesito (psunini-
tiated, laktﬂxrourrbwrnomncc ﬂ)cy’ s}ionlp tdicule
them, and fest’ i!w catccbumens ,shou | kappentobe

scandahzcd by, an fndiscreet curigsity. . Sueh i
the first Eind of mohvcs,l relative to thc stale of the
unbelicvers or calec'humens. DR R

Yo mll rccollu.t tbc rcasan, ;xﬂcgcd bv Suml
Q}nl of Alexaniria, foe his, concealm,cbt 2 4~ He
would have bccxuiﬂmd of bemg nndcrsioqd by Ahe

uninitiatéd, because, smdl;e peoplogeiferally-ridi
colewhat they’ do-jiot, unil’eg'slagc fﬁ’ fd ggfix:zram

pcrsoﬂ.s not at¥ate of tbcf wqaj:uegf of ;b‘mr own
mmds, despise whit 1hey | should%m*,m of -all agt-
m;;m” Jin x\uihor, anuonymeus. u\,dcéd but o1
Sery lngh antiquity, since wo ﬁut’l Alm {ranslated by
Ruﬁms’nﬂhefbuﬂb u"ow pro’i-‘és 1bat 11.{e~ctrc
mely difiicult’ to prcach 154, mixed mu]gl-:ﬁc of
persons, aod_ oftei é'ssary»,z {hieir presence.to
shipoud the mys!enesm amhwucus*iem‘ﬂ “ For
what is umoﬁgs‘i 'us-cm;no‘é bo ‘(om indfcriminately
05k jrsons: exdetfy 2y xi 5, o ucCobRt et uwso
Wholcr k:apucus aua mnlgriaut faky, Mlat
.hgﬁ‘musr,b Joue: byqx:v ko, addresscs 2.crowvd
of persons sirange and” unikaoon tcflm'n> Shiithie

froti it, tiivy would Im‘c shocked- the senses: ‘aad
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corcentthe (ripth?  Bubin thet case how is ho lo

.



