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they said, ,,if we can get nouglit to eat?"e Five hundred
starving nmen paraded ,the town, chanting a litany of sorrow
and begging for bread. Babes died on their mothers' withered
breasts, and men were nerved to despcration by hunger. <II wish
they would hang me ;" sàd oue, lefor two days 1 have lived on
cold potatoes, and to-day have eaten one raw.»

"lLet us be patient lads," said a pious' stockinger, Ilsurely God
Almighty will, help us soon."

"1,Don'% talk about thy Goddle Mighylty," -%vas the sneering
rejoinder, Ilthere isn't any, or lie wouidn't let us suifer as we do."

Cooper' Sunday evening discourses bec-ame more fierce and
bitter. H1e drifted more and more toward Socialism. -Let us not
blame him too harshly. lis soul yearned for the suifering poor.
The workhb)uses were crowded with paupers, -while the British
Bread Tax, the hated Corn ]Laws enriched the landowners at
the expense of the very fiesh and blood of the iBritish serfs.
Cooper became a preacher of the IPeople's Charter; the granting
of which it was fondly hoped would bring political and social
regeneration, and above ail cheap bread to thie starviDg multitudes.
Ile wvas elected a delegate to the geat Chartist Convention at
Manchiester in 1842. A Ilsacreci month " xvas proclaimed, during
which no0 work should be douie, in the h;ope that the social
cataclysm would, wrest the Charter from tlie governing classes.
The country wvas convulsed. Soon for fifty miles around Man-
chiester flot a loom wvas at work. The Staifordshire colliers
were on strike. Wild torchliglit processions and tumultuary
gtatherings made hideoiis the niglit; and in the ag:>ricultural
counties the midiglit glare of burniug ricks told that the demon
of destruction -was abroad. Armed collisions between Chartists
and the authorities took place. Cavalry and artillery patrolled
the streets. A reign of terror prcvailed. Many innocent persons
wvere slain. Birmingham lafter a riot resembled a city sacked by
a merciless foe.* A monster petition, bearing over thice millons
of sigrnatures wvas carried ou the shoulders of a dozen men,

* The'Duke of WVellington stated in bis place in the IHouse of Lords, that
in ail his military experience, lie lad nover Izno'i-n a town taken by storm to be
vworse treated.by the troops thau Birminghain hia& heen by the mob."ý-Xcos-
worth's Histony of &Ingzand. Vol. ii., pp. 280-281.
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