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It is suitable and in harxnony with, our feelings, that we should
bere to-day, anid from this Convocation platformn, congratulate
these sister institutions on the benef actions thus received, and the
consequent increase 'of their efficiency. Our xnaterial prosperity,
our advancenient in agriculture, manufactures, and commerce,
should be accompanied by progress in ail higher interests. The
resources of the Dominion aie being largely employed, and no
doubt wisely ernployed, upon railways,ixnmense and never-endling
railways; yet mau does not live by railways alone, however long
or expensive they xnay be, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God, which includes especiaily the moral and
intelleptual developm.ent of' the people, for the Divine Word tells
us that "wisdom and knowledge, shail be the stability of' our times
and strength of salvation."

N~or cau I sympathize with those who fear that we shall edu-
cate too much, that we shall be over-stocked with scholars, and
that literary and professionaLapursuits wili draw our youth
uznduly away from: agriculture and commercial occupations. Let
farmers and merehants be also educated, and as highly and
'wisely as possible. Distribution of eraployment will regdwate
itself, according to the groat law of supply ana demand, and
other natural conditions. Ail experience shows that while
elementary education needs te be insisted on and made almost
compulsory, higlier education requires to be encouragea te the
Utmost.

Nor is there muea occasion to fear that we shail have too
many coleges; at any rate I do flot see that we bave tee many
now, although.this great Methodidtic «Union, if it should corne
about, as I hope it will, mnay ronder it feasible and wiso to merge
into one two eof those now in operation. The great educational
need of the Dominion in tinie to corne will not be, contralization
se much, as diffusion-not merely the creation of a few eminent
scholars, important and dosirable as that anay bo, but the gonomal
enlightennient and olevation of the cominunity at largo. And
ini an extensive country liké Canada, or the United States, this
general enlightenment 'wiIl be beut promoted, at lest in the
higher branches of learning, by a system, of outlying seminaries
and colleges scýttered throughout the land, providing education
for youth of both sexes, and diffusing and christianis.ing that

education through the co-operatien aud direct instrumentality of


