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Oxford and Her Colleges. 5
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his own needs or
tastes, and which,
thus chronicling sue-
cessive phases of
social and domestic
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COLLEGE COURT AT OXFORD.

and to tl-. charm. 7This great home
of learning, with its many architee-
tures, has been handed from genera-
tion to generation, each generation
making its own improvements, im-
pressing its own tastes, embodying
its own tendencies, down to the pre-
sent hour. It is like a great family
mansion, which owner after owner
has enlarged or improved to meet

life, is wanting in
uniformity but not
in living interest or
beauty.

Oxford is a federation of colleges.
It had been strictly so for two cen-
turies, and every student had been
required to be a member of a College
when, in 1856, non-collegiate stu-
dents, of whom there are now a good
many, were admitted. The Univer-
sity is the federal government. The
Chancellor, its nominal head, is a
non-resident grandee, usually a polit-



