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-as the head of the Order. The ex-
pression of such desire wae as fol-
loss:-

" Inasmuoli as the Great Priory bas
this day unanimously deolared, in the
revision of its Statutes, ite authority
in and throughout, the Dominion of
Canada, over ail bodies of the Order
of theé Temple and appendant degrees;
Ris R~oyal Higlinesa the Grand Mas-
ter will be graciously pleased to ab-
solve this Great Priory, aud ail Offi.
ceris and Fratres, mernbere thereof,
froma their obligations of fealty to him.
as Snpreme Grand Master, so, that
ibis Great Priory inay be enabled
fuily and without doubt to affirm and
maintain the position wbich it bas
taken upon itself as au Independent
Great Priory," etc.

Hlere was an affirmation of inde-
pendence; an expression of a purpose
to relinquish ail conneotion with the
Couvent Genéral of England, from
which body they hadl received their
Patent, or Charter, of their establish-
ment. The Prince of Wales, as
Grand Master of the Order, an the
receipt of notice of the proceedlinge,
and the appeal accompanying, the
same, was graoiously pleased to com-
ply with the request, and absolve the
members of Great Priory front al
ailegiance, as Ruiglits Templars, to
himself. This diàsolution of connea-
tion and recognition of independence
wag granted on the l7tli of April,
1884, aines wbich date only, lias the
Great IPriory of Canada been in a
condition te aesert its independence,
and ta, daim supreme governing'
powers. 'Whatever criticism znay be
ruade as t0 the manner of procédure,
tbere ean be no question that a dis' .
solution of the former connection bas
been acmplished, and that the Great
Priory je no longer a "Provincial
subordinate of England," but an ini-
dependent and sovereign body. The
old organization, by a change wtithin
iteelf, having the approval of the
parent organization in England, ea
being set fiee from restrictions ana
imitations, was mêrgea mbt a new

organization that seeme to, be of law-
fui constitution, andas suoh, entitledi
ta exercise a large governing power.
It is urged by some, that the old body
should bave dissolved when separa-
tion was decided upon, an invitation
being extended to all the Templar
organizations in Canada to, unite in
the formation of an independent Greab;
Priory, or Grand Encampment. That
this course Was not pursued, does not
seem. a sufficient reason for pro-
nouncing againet the legality of the
Great Priory as now organize.
There are precedents for the action
taken, and it je every way better, we
tbink, to regard the Great Priory of
Canada as having been Iawfuily
eetablished. Il would bave been
botter-- ertainly more demorati-
if, wheu independenoy was resolvedl
on, ail the Encamptuents-those ot
Scottiali as weil as Enghieli origin-
hacd been invitf'd ta participate in the
formation of a new Grand body.
Very likely it was a mistake that this
was not done, but the omission, tak-
ing ail things juta account, does net
seem. to, be fatal to the dlaims of the
Great Priory, which presents suffi-
ciently good reasons, ive think, why
il should be regarded. as the supremne
governmng body of the Order of the
Temple in Canada.

It does not follow, however, that
the right to coerce the Scottkis,. Er-
campmnente in New Brun. -vick,
belongs ta that increase of power
which lias rightftihly come to the
Great Pirory. Now that there is au
independent Grand body having juria-
diction, not onlyover ilsoonstituents,
but, as it would appear, over what
before was common and unoccupieil
territory, we think no foreigu Grand-
body of Templars could lawfully ére.
ate subordinates within sncb territoryý.
Conceding tbis muai, however, we
cannaI justify the GL>eat Priory in its
attempte ta force the Scottieli En-
campments juta allegiance ta iteelf.
Thesa Enoampments -were ahartered.
by a foreign organization, lie peer of
thle Great .Priory or Convent General

--- Trrýýý

371


