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cultural methods and agricultural life, the whoîe argument turns. 1 thir.k
we shall be looking to the bcst inter- thatdelay in introducing agriculture
ests of the pupils and the country as into our schools has occurred pria
a whole. I am of the opinion that a cipally because of the diificulty, in fact,
course of agriculture can be given in the present impossibility, of iatroduc
town and city schools that will be ing into our schools instruction as to
interesting and beneficial, and that how to tarm. Our schools could not
will be in harmony with the best edu- be equipped for training in the prac
cational methods or system. I would tice of agriculture except at an enor
put a course in the science of agri- mous cosr, and ou, Public School teach
culture within the reach of every pupil ers could fot be expeced to teacb the
in all of our schools, and I would young how ta farm even in the crudest
therefore begin the work in the public manner. Here is the point-any
schools, rural and urban alike. In the instruction naw given1 in Our schools
schools of France, where agricultural should deal simply with the science t
education has been nost fully taught, agriculture the practical application
instruction in this work egmns in the Ipof the scientse profciples may be e
primary schools in the elementary to the home tiaining and to such
course, with pupils from seven to ain g specially equipped institutions as our
years old, and is followed out tlrough Agricultural College. It is quite pos-
the miiddle course, nine to eleven sible that in time something mnay be
years, and the superior course, with done for our rural schools, as has been
pupils frorn elevea ta thirteen years done in France and other European
aid. It might be best ta begma the couatries in the way ac addiag srall
work here by mal'ing agriculture a gardens and plots wherein sore of the
cornpulsory subject la the 4th form of lessons of the schoolroorn may be
our Public Schools, and from this as a appled, and where illustrations may
starting point work out in tine a sys- be fould n the grwing trees and
tem of instruction adapted to our con- shrubs and the development of seeds
ditions, prefacing it first by a simpler sown by the hands of the pupils therri
course in the third forr, and adding selves.
an advanced course ta our High School This mistake of conusing teh
wok. science and the practice of agriculture

I believe that agriculture can be is quite general, and some cf the text
taught just as well ta the Public School books placed in the hands of youn
pupils as are soe of the subjects at pupils have no little responsibility four
present on the course, and I believe continuing the mistake. m
that the pupils themselves will corne consder the science of agriculture
to the subject with as uch eagerness. eminently adapted for school instruc
I do not care ta particularize or to tion, and a future student of natural
make comparisons, but perhaps yu science could not lay a better founda
wll permit one renark, viz. If Public ton for bis future wrk than by first
School pupils can master the subjects masterng the general principles of the
of physlugy, hygiene and temperance, varous sciences which together form
they are well able ta take hold of the what we cal! the science of agricul
subject ao agriculture, and I think it ture. Let us note briefly what it in-
can be nade more intelligible ta theo. cludes.

3. W ai can be Zaght and Hnv Agricuiture consibts eainly in the
should it be Taugst? grawth of plants, the feeding of these

This is the rost important of the plants ta animaIs, and the warking
three questions ; it is that upon which over of the animal products resulting

thatthepupis temseveswillcom


