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t.:-" The ancestress Now, in the first place, any one who February up to to.day ve have had an uninter-
3allindalloch in i 86o. read the article i question cotild lot pos. ruptec succession of warin spriîîg.like days.
2601 anîd sibly have intel preted it as applyiiig ese nie siiow il the couilecs is rapidty încltiîîg into,6o pol *n andns adteic nte ies
cow of the old Bat. cial y to the ranches of the Canadian North ol nd treak t c t i

the late Sir h \est, as for the csi tag o-Y r Sir anI cuainta v vr have talkied to îîîany cow-boys,racles
ie ('î'quettes aie a eiideavouring t0 depreciate the valtie (A in'est- .tnd others, ni regard to tie way catde have
ttle, and are allied to ments made il cattie iu that or atîv other stood tle winter, ant there is a generat cat
the modern î>aîbn country, a quotatîon fron a of Opinion that, eBcant an-ong the

Pilgrimis,' the lasses have beeti uîathitîg to
te 4th was bred by wilt furnish the best ,swe-. I)edttely speak of, and will not average above two pet
r, Montbletton, Scot. following the quotatioi already gîven is the cent. These are the views of the range.tnana-
eis came into posses. followi g :- There are aîoîg itvestots in gersof te Oxhey, \abrond. and Cochrane
ong with about forty rauching, as velh as other enterprases, s Hanche cotiîpatîies, te largest owncrs in the
trachan. .\ontcoffer, who are eager Co throw ii their moie\ teck. district, and aie shared by ail the otier ct

Now, in eti sith waoe y o have spoken i the couity.'
rse addition t ri ly as long as a business eooks plospero-s, 'l'le etter is dateud Fort Macleod, Marc
the largest and mnost

t, blt d in the United
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SU PE&R-SE NSIT IE.

• Extreie self-consciousness is toooften a pro.
minent feature in the people ofnewly organized
communites. Thev are as a rule too apt to
think, not only that the eyes of the -whole world
are constantly upon them, but thev often seem
to bc of opinion that every act of any individ-
ual in the outside world has soine especial refer-
ence to, or hearing upon, the little world which,
for thetime, hounds their hopes and aspirations.
A correspondent who signs himself ' C. C.
'McC." writes fron Fort Ilacleod to The Week,
complaining of sonicthing we said about the
ranching interest soue weeks ag. He sets out
by saying that " In Tmiu Com RI:IDER of
February 13th ik an article on •The Ranching
Interest,' which, if intended to apply to the
cattle ranches of the Canadian North-West,
has cither been written without any knowledge
of the facts or with a deliberate intention of
depreciating the value of investments made in
cattle in this country. ' Stockholders in large
ranches, when they corne to learn what sort of
a vear's business lias been donc, will be eager
to sell out at any price,' predicts Tir CANADAN
BREEDER."

but Who are always quick to take the alarmlî at
anything that looks like disaster, that it will not
be surprising if within the iext six iiontths
ranches and heavy interests in ranches should
be selling at whatever they nay fetch. Should
sucb be the case it will only add one more to
the nany thousands of cases where the patient,
the stron-miinxded,'anid the cool-leaded have
been able to reap a crop, the seed of whilî has
been sown by fools who were to childishly imîx-
patient to wait for the harvest. Profits in
range cattle wotild be large if three winters out
of five were more severe than this one bas
proved itself ; but it is well known that stch
winters as this are very exceptional, while
those dur.ing which no healthy, souînd, range
cattle die of the cold are the rule rather than
the exception. As it is, profitz on range cattle
are very large, and taking one year wvith
another sngularly constant. If therefore this
hard winter should scare niany inexperienced
investors out of the cattle business it will aise
give cool-headed cattle men extra chances for
safe and profitable investments."

It is difficult to understand how anyone
could read the above quotation and then sup-
pose that the writer wanted to depreciate the
valueof the ranching interestsof theNorth-\\est
or, indeed, those of any country. The letter in
question furnishes soie very satisfactory iews
with regard to the cattle interest in the Fort
Macleod country however, and for this reason,
as well as to show this super-sensitive corre-
spondent that we are quite as friendly toward
what we have always considered to be a match-
less ranching country, we will give our readers
the benefit of the remainder of his letter.

"I venture to assert that the general conclu-
sion among cattle nien in the Northi-West will
be that the winter ve have just passed throtgh
(for we are practically through it) vill be re-
garded as a very favorable one. The los!,es
among range cattle. from ail causes, in this
section are not expected by the nost experi-
enced and best-informied cattle men to average
two per cent.! This is not difficult to account
for: The cattle entered on the wnter peculi-
arly - fit,' owing to the very prolonged warm
autumn weather, which lasted up to the iiddle
of December. It is true the latter half of
December was bitterly cold, and the snow lay
deep on the ranges; but the New Year was
tishered in by a very welcome Chinook, and
the month of Januarj was by no ineans un-
usually cold. The snow almost entirely dis-
appeared, except in the coulees and side-hills,
carly in February, and the month was charac-
terized by an alternation of thaws and short
cold snaps tntil abçut the 2oth ; since the 2oth

MR. S\VAN ON CANADIAN CATITLE.

Mr. Swan. the great cattle dealer ofGlasgow,
Scotland, lias been carefully studying the stock-
raising interest in Ontario, and altogether lie
lias been favorably impressed vith what lie lias
seen. Not that lie thinks there is not abun.
dance of rooi for iiprovement in the methods
of many of ou farimiers w'ho are cattle-raisers,
but that hie judges fromt appearances that imîî-
proveient is rapidly being mxîuae. H saw the
Agricultural College atd Experinental Farmî at
Guelph, and expressed the opinion that it was
not surpassed by any institution of the kind
that lite hiad ever seen in Great Britain or on
the Continent. ile expressed himself as
cularly pleased with the thoroughly practic.l
nature and value of the experinents that are
conducted under Professor Brown's manage-
ment. -le vas pleased with the sight of so
nany really excellent and finely bred htlls
both at the ESxperiiiental Fari and elsewlere
througliout Ontario.

On the oilier hand,however, he N as surpribLd
that in the face of suich evidences of enterpî ise
and intelligence on the part oC somtie fariers,
others were still found breeding scru) catile
vear after year without ain apparent desire to
make any imîproveient. -le hîad found that
both in Sweden and Dennark there was a
prejudice amiongthe farniers that if they attemlpt-
cd to grade up a herd its milk produci would
be lessened, but lie could assure any Canadian
fariner who night believe such a doctrine that
it was a thoroughly exploded theory, whose
fallacy hîad been thoroughly demonstratcd by
repeated and carefully conducted experiments.

He believed that both in the United States
and Canada cattle dealers liad been losing
hcavdly during the past two years, and that
this season dealers were showing a disposition
to be extreimely cautious. le hîad no doti
the trade iight be exceptionally quiet during
the comîing sutimuer, but li hoped no farmer

would think of being influenced by tuch a
prospect to the extent of reducing his herdi fur-
tier than the strictest necessity scemed to dic-
tate. I t was by sticking to his business through
good and bad years just as they came that
the stock-raiser grew rich, and it was by forever
changing his mianner of farming to suit thecur.-
rent iarkets regardless c f alil other considera-
tions that nanîy fariers mianaged to keep
theniselves poor on the very land off which


