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Swine, from having been, until very lately, considered as a subordinate species of
stock, have net yet, to any extent, become sharers in the benefits which an improved
system of agriculture, and the present advancing state of veterinary science, has. con-
ferred upon other domesticated animals. When anything goes.wrong in the piggery,
the farmer too often, instead of exercising that shrewd sense which he turns to so good
au account in almost every other instance, either senda for the butcher, or consigns the
sick tenants of the sty te the care of an ignorant " pig doctor," whose whole pretensions
to leech-craft rest on the possession of some antiquated recipe, which he uses indiscrimi-
nately as a grand panacea for "all the ills swine's flesh is heir to," or on the traditionary
lore he inlherits froin some ancestor famous in his day for certain real or supposed won-
drous cures. The treatment adopted in such a case is usually of a very summary na-
ture: a drench is administered, the principal ingredients of which consist in whatever
abominations happen to corne to hand first wYben this learned practitioner is summoned. (
The unlucky patient's tait is next cut off, or he is bled " between the claws," and the
"doctor," after some learned clinical remark te the bystanders, swallows the customary
mug of beer, and leaves his patient to contend with his disease and the remedy, one or
other of which, in most cases, speedily brings the matter to a conclusion, unlese, with all
the obstinacy inherent in a pig's nature, he lives on in spite of both.

cach other, that the co-operation of the whole is necessary to r. state of perfect health ;
and if any one part suffers injury, the neighbouring organs sympathise with it to te a
greater or less extent, and the working of the whole system is impaired. In order to
arrive at a proper understanding of the functions of any one part of tho body, we must
study the whole ; there is no other way of obtaining that insight into disease which will
furnielh us with a clear idea of the precise nature and seat of a malady, and the course
of treatment most likely to be attended with succese. The uninformed empyric, who
deals about his nostrums at random, is far more liable to put an end to the life of his
patient than te arrest the progress of the disorder. Such men should never bo allowed
to tamper with the meanest animal. It is only to those who, from close study and long
practice, have acquired an accurate knowledge of the anatomy, discase, habits, and
general management of domesticated animais, that their medical treatment can with
safety be intrusted.

It is, however, by no means our intention in this work to give a formal treatise on the
anatomy, physiology, and diseases of the pig; but simply to lay befor, our readers a
tolerably comprehensive sketch of the general structure of the animal, and the altera-
tions and evils to which certain parts are liable, and this divested as much as possible
of all the technicalities of professional language. A description of the different parts,
their forni, situation, action, and functions, as well as their admirable adaptation te the
ends for which they were designed, wivll lead us to a consideration of the diseases inci-
dental to them-to the treatment proper to be adopted-and to some account of the va-
rious operations wiich it may occasionally he requisite to perform. In short, we would
present them with a practical digest of all that is yet known relative to this too much
neglected branch of veterinary science; one that shall serve as a book of reference in
ca-es of doubt or emergency, and aid in introducing those great truths and leading doc-
trines, whieh form the groundwork upon which the practice of every branch of medical
science ought to be based, into the last strongholds of ignorance and empiricism.

In entering upon the anatomy and diseases of swine, we may be said to take possession
of a new and almost untrodden field, one as yet scarcely recognised as belonging te any
..rlier occupants ; and here, in the onset, it will be as well to observe that, careful and

lucid as we shall endeavour to make our descriptions, we should only mislead the agri-
culturist or grazier if we were to encourage him to believe that they will enable him
wholly to dispense with a veterinary surgeon. Par from it; we would rather persuade
In o seek at on2e the assistance of the well-educated and scientifie practitioner, who,
from close study, practical experience, and surgical skill, is qualified successfully te
grapple with the most obscure and fatal diseases. We would enable him to assist the
veterinery surgeon in his often arduous task, by giving him that information as to the
previous symptoms, habits, &c., of the patient, which can alone enab!e him to proceed
with certainty, and wYill tend to save the life of many a valuable animal; and, lastly, we
would varn him'against empyrics.


