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e and hard condition. Beauty of plumage is,
reat lelp to success, and thns cannot exist
tih much tit, as its tendeney is to loosen- the
athers and make them hollow. Fowls should
sent to ashov with clean plumage, and those
atshonld be white and are not. white should
.vasi.ed to make thein so. Soap and water
ay be casily and safely used Vith a filannel
d if the biîds are afterwards put in a straw
sket with soft straw, and placed before a good
c, they soon become dry. All fowls should
so be sent to a show with clean legs. Even
here the birds shown do not belong to a biced

whieb feather is the principal merit, it is de-
able to choose those that iai:tch as nearly as
ssible ; and in every breed it must be recol-

eted that positive similarity of comb and
lour are imperatively necessary to constitute
comnpeting heu ii any class.
"Ve advise sending fowls away early to a
ow. They get more care in unpacking, and
ey look better before the judges, from having
d more time to iecover the elfcts of packing
d the journey. It is, besides, due to the mem-
s of any committee who undeitake the task
unpacking. There is no reason why they

ould be kept at their unpleasant work all
-Yht. It is also far better, where they have a
ng journev before them, that fowls should
avel at i i;lt. Those who manage te a nieety
e sonutt mes too late, and at others they ar-
ve afier the judges have coinmenced their
orkv. One is almost as bad as the other. With
.grd to the food they should have before they
art, it should'be of a light character. They
ive no opportunity in their baskets of finding
ones to assist in digestion, and for that re-ason
c object to whole corn. We believe sopped
end to be the best, thing they can have, and
very severe weather it is a wise precaution to

ve theni a part of their meal steeped in strong

"AIl baskets should be round, to prevent any
athers from being broken. There is no angle
siel a one for a bird to get into to escape

om beating, or to crouch to roost. If it is in
otio-n, the tail follows round, and the feathers
e not injured. The basket should be covered
ith double canvas. It should he large enough
allow all the hirds to sit dovn, and hi'2hî
iouighî to allow the cock to stand upright with-
at injury to conb or top-knot."

(Concluded in next number.)

On the Management of Bees.

bte Editor of the Canadian Agriculturist.
Sm,-In the October number of your valu-
.!ejournial I noticed the following enquiries by

iarian," addressed to the bee-keeping commu
ty, for information as to the results of their

experienee in reference to the most profitable
svstein, stating- the average yield of honey, cost
of stocks or swaamms, the b-st lime t Itock an
apiary, and any oter pmiitîatilais that mîight be
useful ? I have been looking for the le luested
information in answer to those enquirics, in the
subsequent numbers of your publication, ns an
interchange of sentimient upon the praetice of
this pursuit, would have been acceptable to my-
self and, nu doubt, to mnîîy othes of your sub-
seribers, especially from Ilose apimiiais who
have made it a special business, bft have notyet
met witlh it. l the absence of such iiforma-
tion, I lcre submit a brief statement of part of
iny experience, in connection vith pm-tieülars
from other sources. But, fron the limits of a
communication of this sort, mucli of the details
of operations in manipulating with the bees is
necessaiily omitted.

Hlaving taken much interest in the natural
history and practical management of this won-
derful inseet foir the past twenty years, and
keeping a limited nunber of stocks, I conceived
this îîsect evidently intended for domestication,
as mucli so as iiv other stock of the fiîrm, its
instinets anld labits beinig devised in reference
to the benefit of man.

This branch of îural industry is in a very low
stlate, fromt the small ainount of encouragement
given by the diffcrent local agriculturut societies
in Canada West, in conneetion witlh the large
number of failures,-by whicl bec-keepers have
had to renew their stock every few yeais,-aris-
ing from defective management, and too often
nzo management. excepting, of course, the hiv-
ing of a swarmu and placing it upon the stand,
and leaving the subsequent results to luck. The
absurdity of a corresponding amount of man-
agement in connection with otier crops, would
he casily s-en, and failure anticipated. This
low state of the andustry has given rise to an
unfavorable impression n regard to its profit-
ableness and importance, as a natural resource
of the country. But a land flowing with milk
is inseparably connected with a flow of honey.
And if the practical knowledge and attention
be given, that the present state of improved
hee-management requires, it can be made a pro.
fitable business. On the other hand, a decep-
tive or ton sanguine an impression may be pro-
duced, from the perusal of those accounts of
large profits inserted] in many of the publish-
ed papers, perhaps the results of one year in
tenl.

The average yield of honey in one 1 neality
will not be a reliable criterion for an expected
result in another, as different seasons, situation,
and the strengthof the stock, materially affect
the amount of the relnrns. In the absence of
a record of profits, I should judge that fron 30
to 50 per cent. on the capital invested in honey
would be a safe estimate, leaving a limited num-
ber of young stocks, to offset expenses of hives,
stands, &c. - The pros-aective profits of the lo-


