s
THE DEVIL IN THE BELFRY. 185

unprincipled attack might have aroused the inhabigants, but
for the important fact that it now wanted only half a second
of noon. The bell was about to strike, and it was a matter of
absolute and pre-eminent necessity that everybody should look
well at his watch. It was evident, however, that just at this
moment, the fellow in the steeple was doing something that
le had no business to do with the clock. But as it now began
to strike, nobody had any time to attend to his menceuvres, for
they had all to count the strokes of the bell as it sounded.

“One!” said the clock.

“Von!” eclad every little old gentleman in every leather-
bottomed arm-chair in Vondervotteimittiss. ‘ Von!” said his
watch also ; “von!” said the watch of his vrow, and “von!”
said the watches of the boys, and the little gilt repeaters on
the tails of the cat and pig.

“Two!” continued the big bell; and

“™Doo ! ” repeated all the repeaters.

“Three! Four! Five! Six! Seven! Eight! Nine!
Ten ! ” said the bell.

“Dree! Vour! Fibe! Sax! Seben! Aight! Noin!
Den ! ” answered the others

“ Eleven!” said the big one. ) i~

“ Eleben! ” assented the little fellows. »

“ Twelve!” said the bell.

“Drvelf ! ” they replied, perfectly satisfied, and dropping
their yvoices.

. “Und dvelf it iss!” said all the little old gentlemen, put-

ting up their watches. But the bl“‘ bell had not done with
. them yet.

“ Thirteen ! ” said he.

“Der Teufel!” gasped the little old gentlemen, turning
pale, dropping their pipes, and putting down all their right
legs from over their left knees.

" Der Teufel ! ” groaned they, “Dirteen! Dirteen!!—Mein
Goott, it is Dirteen o’clock ! !”

Why attempt to describe the terrible scene which ensued ?
All Vondervotteimittiss flew at once into a lamgentable state of
uproar.

“ Vot is cum’d to mein pelly ?” roared all the boys. “I've
been ongry for dis hour!”

“Vot is cam’d to mein kraut?” screamed all the vrows. “ It
has been done to rags for dis hour!”

“ Yot is cum’d to mein ‘pipe ? ” swore all the little old gen-
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