TO THE
DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS

OF THE

MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

GENTLEMEN,

YOU are engaged in the moft honour-
able of all purfuits, the diffufion of evangelical know-
ledge among the benighted heathen. With unex-
ampled liberality you have difpatched a number of Mif-
fionaries to Otaheite, and other iflands of the Pacific
Ocean. You have now in contemplation the benevo-
lent plan of chriftianizing the poor opprefled Africans.
May the; Almighty Saviour fucceed your philanthropic
labours !

Permit me to introduce to your compaffionate fo-
tice a numerous and long-negletted race of men, origi-
nally Britons, and ftill retaining the ancient Britith
language ; but feparated by the vaft Atlantic from this
llumined ifle for more than fix hundred years.

If we may credit the moft refpeftable teftimonies,
they preferve among them, with religious veneration, a
manufcript volume, which is, with the greateft proba-
bility, fuppofed to be THe BisLe, that blefled book
which is able to make us wife to falvation. They
cannot read it, yet long to know its contents; they
have wept when ftrangers have vifited them, unable like
themfelves to perufe it Tradition has taught them to
expe& that fome meflenger of God will one day come
among them, and unlock the facred cabinet. I -
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