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tity of water. When the water boils, the blubber of the whale,
eut into pieces about an inch thick, is thrown into these boxes,
and bot stones are added till the fooçi is cooked ; the chief's wives~
at such an entertainment preparing the food, and afterwards
wait upon the guests. On everything being ready, the host directs
the feast to be served up. Silence while eating is considered
a mark of politeness. No knives are used. At these feasts much
singing, dancing, and speech-making take place; and one custom
especially prevails-distributing to the guests a variety of things,
such as blankets, ornaments, etc. ; all this, however, is done
under the expectation that an ample return will on a future occa-
sion be made. Of their many dances a description of one must
suffice.

All the performers are naked. A man appears with bis arrht
tied behind his back with long cords, the ends of which, liké
reins, are held by the natives who drive him about. The spec-
tators sing and beat time on dishes and drums. Suddenly the
chief appears armed with a knife, which he plunges into the .
runner's hack, who springs forward, moving wildly as if in search
of shelter. Another blow is given; blood flows down his back,
and great excitement prevails, amidst which the civilised spec-
tator shudders and remonstrates. The stroke is repeate4 and
the victim staggers weakly, and falls prostrate and lifeless.
Friends gather round and remove the body, which, outside the
lodge, washes itself, and puts on its blanket. I never saw acting
more to the life.

Many curious particulars -are connected with the inter-tribal
feasts, burial ceremonies, and other customs of the Ahts, but
space does not allow me to enter upon them. I will only add
some remarks upon their language, religious ideas, and gradual
disappearance before the white man.

. The Aht language, if it bas any grammatical construction at all,
of which there certainly seem to be some traces, is in a most imper-
fect and partially developed state. Case, gender, and tense are
not foùind, and the inflection of the verbs, which is very irregularly
carried out, makes no difference between singular and plural.
One remarkable feature is the frequent change of terminatio in
what is'radically the same word. Mr. Anderson (see Cook's
Voyages) mentions this as a defect of the language, as if the
changes were governed by no reasonable law ; but there is no
doubt that thèse varied terminations bave their proper significance,
though this may often be difficult to discover. The property of
the language, howevýr, which decides its peculiar character, is
the fact that it is mat}e up of evident root sounds expressive of

natural sounds and generic ideas. As it shares the two above
peculiarities, viz., extensivé use of root words and great variety
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