
INTRODUCTION,

WHEN, in àfter ages, the literature of Canada comes to be
writtèn*, it 'is to, be hoped thà among the mighty sons and

daughters of genius now unknown, or as yet unborn, sorne

room will be kept for the brave and loving pioneers who Il gave

the people of their best," and sang the songs of duty and
patriotism. and 'hope, ere life in our young land had ceased to

be a struggle. With the growth of wealth and the s read of
prospenty, will come feisure Ïor more than 'material interests

and thus,.Jný course of time, the author who has so"ethipg to

say will find an audience, prepared by culture and not too busy

to listen to it. And, aýs supply is generally commensurate with
demand, there then be a literary class of corresponding

merit. At ie t, something like this has b,%ý>en -the rule in the
progress of *ons. But if those who come after thus favored
by circumstamkes, surpass their predecessors. in literary skill -
or power, not less desei--,ving are the latter who, with little pros-
pect of reward, bore the burden and the heat of the day. . This
early stage in a nation's literature has, indeed, an interest and a
value of its own, which only meet with due appreciatioâ from
a judicious and grateful posterity. If it has not the rich, warm
splender of the later'morning, has the welcome promise of
the dawn, amU a tender beauty of its own.

In this band of pionters, Mrs. Leprohon must be conceded- a


