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OFFICE BY HYPOCRISY

Mr. Foster’s Seathing' Exposire of
False Pretences of Liberals
in Opposition.

Shouted for Economy and Squander
Millions —Free Trade Cry To-
tally Abandoned.

Buncoed Prohibitionists With Load-
ed Diee at Cost of a Million
to the Country.

Ic the debae on the address in reply to
the speech from the throne in the House of
Commons at Ottawa, Hon. G. . Foster
followed the Premier. Mr. Foster ventured
1¢ say that his right honorable friend w;uld
have consulted the dignity of his positior
and that of his party better if he had re
plied to the speech of Sir Charles Tupper
in the spirit in which it was made. (Hear,
hear.) He was sorry to say that Sir Wil-
frid Laurier seemed to think that iu~
duty to the house end the country was ¢
indulge in personal flagellation. In that he
was quite mistaken. The personal was not
an issues in the house, neither was a per-
sonal issue raised last night. Quite the
reverse, The issue raised was that be-

tween the parties, the issue on broad ques-
tions of policy and administration, and
those issues were stated calmly and fore-
ibly, and at no greater length than they de-
gerved, by the leader of the opposition.
Five hours was a considerable length of
time, but not by any means sufficient to
properly go over and expose to public view
the follies of the honorable gentlemen who
sat on the treasury benches and played
with principles just as easily and thought-
lessly as they played on public creduiity.
{Hear, hear.) Five hours was but a smail
portion of time to devote to the inconsist-
ency of honorable gentlemen opposite as
public men, and which they proposed to
escape from by a torrent of personal abuse.
When Sir Wilfrid Laurier undertook tv
answer the challenge of Sir Charles Tupper
as to what he had done for the country,
how long did he take to do it? He did it
in about 15 minutes. He said in the first
place that when he came into power he
found this country rent and torn with
reference to a question which included in
its questions of race and creed, with all
the dangers that applied to questions of
thac¢ kind, that bhe remedied it—remedied it
by relegating it to the provinces. By this
method Sir Wilfrid declared that he had
settled this gquestion. Mr. Fitzpatrick had
declared within very recent times that the
question was not settled, and the solicitor-
general and Sir Wilfrid were members of
tke same cabinet and government which
was supposed to have solidarity.

BLUNDPERED INTO IT.

He declared that he had brought about
preferential. trade—the real preferential
trade—but when he came down to the house
witk his first resolutions upon the tariff,
the minister of trade and commerce had
said they had no intention, and it was not
the policy of the government, to have pre-
ferential trade with Great Britain at ail.
Why had we preferential trade with Great
Britain to-day, and for Great Britain and
some of her colonies alone? Because hen-
oratle gentlemen blundered into it, and for
the reason that no other line of policy was
In the line of what Sir Wilfrid wanted
when he said that now the policy of the
government was to be, not Canada for tie
Canadians, but all the world for Canadiaus
—to trade with all the world, and to give
all those countries that would give to us
favoring tariffs and favored treatment to
ihose countries. That was the policy
which they laid down in their cool mo-
ments, knowing what they desired to ac-
complish.

His honorable friend said that the Con-
servatives took credit for having abrogated
the treaties with Belgium and with Ger-
many. -As he read the history of those
negotiations and the history which pre-
ceded these negotiations, which resulted in
the denunciation of the treaties, the mat-
ter of working up to that result had been
a matter of many years. It was always
the case that things which were and had
been long established required time in order
to disestablish or to abrogate them. There
always must be a period, longer or shorter(
of agitation, of preparation of public senti-
ment, and of conveying that public senti
ment to the authorities. That process had
been going on with reference to these
treaties for 20 years started long ago, and
persistently held to by the government of
the Dominion of Canada whilst his honor-
able friend was in opposition. It was too
much honor for Sir Wilfrid Laurier to take
for himself or for the Canadian govern-
ment all the eredit of having abrogated
these treaties. The treaties were abrogated
by a process which was common in remov-
ing abuses or in making amendments or in
getting changes which were for the public
benefit, whether they were in the higher
matter of international politics or in the
somewhat lower plane f local or provin-
cial politics.

NO PREFERENCE TO CANADA.

The present arrangement was preferential
trade, partly; that is; Canada has given a
preference to Great Britain, but Britain has
given no preference to Canada. When Sir
Wilfrid Laurier went over to Great Britain
at Liverpool, at London, and everywhere,
he decided to g0 back upon the pledge he
had made to the people of this country in
favor of a mutual preferential trade and to
glve simply a one-sided preferential trade.
His preferential trade had not been suc-
cessful in two things. It had not been
successful in diverting the current of trade
between Canada and the United States. It
had not been successful in developing be
yond natural causes, to an appreciable ex-
tent, the trade between Great Britain and
this country. As far as our export trade
was concerned, it had had no appreciable
effect. His honorable friend knew that for
the last eight or ten years before he came
into office that current of trade had been
widening and deepening and broadening in
this country towards Great Britain, and
that it was growing in tremendous and in-
creasing volume year afted year. If they
took away the discount for heightened iv-
crease of production which. was continu-
ally going on in this country, the increase
which had taken place since he eame into
power owing to the preferential advantage
which he had given Great Britain was un-
appreciable in any degree,

PENNY POSTAGE. .

The honorable gentleman sald they had
established a penny postage throughout the
Empire. He was quite willing to let the
presentation of that ease by his honorable
friend (Sir Charles Tupper) stand before
the country, alomg with the Presentation
which. was made bp the right honorable
gentleman this afternoon. His honorable
friend, the postmaster-general (Mr, Mulock),
was entitled to all the credit that fairly be-
longed to him. He would not take away
one lota of it, but what his honorable
friend (Sir Charles Tupper) was speaking
against, and what they had the right to
speak against, was that the prime minister
should take the whole credit of this for
the postmaster-gemeral alone, when it was
really due to long and persistent efforts
culminated at this time and aided by the
postmaster-general. The prime minister

declared that he was not in favor of and
would not move a resolution for penny
postage. at a certain time, because he was
not aware of the condition of things, finan-
ctal and ‘otherwise, in the postoffice de-
partment, but that when the postmaster-
general showed him that $781,000 of a de
ficit - had been turned into a deficit «f
$50,000 in a single year, then the right hon-
orable gentleman became a convert to the
penny postage, and he was quite in favor
of it. Mr. Foster begged leave to say this,
that by no eystem of proper accounting
could the postmaster-general or any other
man show that the deficit for any one year
of $781,000 was turned into a deficit of
simply $50,000. But his honorable friend
had nothing to say with regard to another
most notable decrease In the postal bur-
dens of this country made by the govern-
ment which preceded his own, when, by an
enactment in parliament, and without blow-
ing his own trumpet to amy large extent,
that he knew of, he actually gave to the
people of this country the right to send one
ounce at the same rate at which they had
formerly sent half an ounce, and thereby
cat into half for the benefit of a large num-
ber of people of the country of the postal
rate they had formerly to pay.

BOON TO CERTAIN CLASSES.

Just as the government blundered in the
preferential trade, so they blundered into
imperial penny postage, because the first
idea was to have a three-cent rate. That
was the basis on which he started and on
which his colleagueés, if he consulted them,
proceeded Blund s ded blunder,
and at last they blundered into the two-
cent instéad of the three-cent rate.

As regarded the great advantages of this
penny postage, there might be differences
of opinicn. For his own part he had no
doubt at all that is was a grateful thing
to a good many people of this country,
but it was not 2 boon to the large propor-
tion of the people of this country in any
sense of the term.

R e N NS e
Mr. Davin—It is no boon to the farmer,

Mr. Foster, continuing, said it was a boon
to certain classes, and to give them this
boon, which their business might very wel
have carried, the poorer classes of this
country had to face the deficit that re-
sulted and pay it out of the taxes.

REFORMING THE TARIFF.

The next thing his hon. friend said they
did was to reform the tariff, and to reform
it to the great satisfaction of the people o
this country—a great majority at least
But, was his hon, friend explicit enough
when he thought the only duty he had con
gistent with his promises was to reform
the tariff in the way in which he had
done it? This was a matter which involved
the good faith of public men; it was a
matter which involved truth and honesty
in high places; it was a matter which in-
volved the demoralization of ennobling of
the public life of Canada, and he laid it .to
the charge of his right hon. friend and the
gentlemen who sat with him that they had
been guilty in this respect of setting into
operation in this country a malign influence
from the very highest points of politics,
which was eating down into honest and
straightforward principle in all ranks of
society. (Cheers.) Mr. Foster next devoted
a few minutes to giving an account of Ed
ward Blake’s method of dealing with tariff
questions, pointing out that Mr. Blake
had told the electors honestly that the
tariff could not be greatly changed. ' Mr.
Foster contrasted this declaration with -the
declarations made by Liberals before the
last elections. They had promised to sweep
away every vestige of protectionism, but
had been careful to de nothing of the kind.
In 1893 the percentage of duties upon im-
ports for home consumption was 30.28,
in 1894 it was 30.87, in 1895 it was 30.87
per cent., and in 1896 it was 30.70 per cent.
Now, in 1897, the first year of the present
administration, but before their tariff had
come into operation, it was 30.04 per cent.
That was to say, in 1897 there was an alle-
viation in the duties upon imports for home
consumption of exactly 3.100 of 1 per cent.
The year 1898 came and the percentage
was 29.43. Seven months of the present
year 1899 had passed, and in those seven
months the percentage had been 28.89 per
cent. What were the gains? The year 1897
showed a gain over 1896 of 3.100 of 1 per
cent., 1898 showed a gain over 1896 of 57.100
of 1 per cent., and the seven months of
1899 showed a gain over 1896 of 1.18 per
cent.

REMINDED OF PLEDGES.

Even some of the gentlemen who sat om
the government side were not satisfied
with the reduction that had taken place.
In support of this statement Mr. Foster
read some extracts from the Winnipeg
Tribune, and also a series of resolutions
passed at a recent meeting of Liberals in
Regina. He pointed out that these calls
from the Liberal Club of Regina and from
Winnipeg were for the carrying out of
the pledges which they alleged had not
been dome, and which it was also alleged
were now being thwarted. He then quoted
several extracts from speeches made by
the minister of trade and commerce and by |
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, strongly denounecing
protection. He thought that with declara-
tions of that kind the innocent and honest
members of the Liberal party in Regina and
in Winnipeg and in every other portion of
the Dominion of Canada might well stand
aghast, and might well make their voices
heard in asking that the men who presumed
to be their leaders and who made those
pledges should not now ecall a halt, but
should conform to those pledges or tell
the reason why. But he found that at
this stage of the game the ministers them-
selves disagreed with each other, and that
was indeed the reason for the resolution
which he had just read. For instance, he
found that the minister of rallways and
canals—who, had taken, by the way, no
very strong interest in questions outside
his own peculiar department—did, in the
province of New Brunswick and in the
city of Woodstock in that province, accord-
ing to the editor of the Transcript, declare
that there would be in the near future im-
portant changes in the tariff along the line
of freer trade and the elimination of the
protective system.

Mr. Foster then read several more ex-
tracts from the speeches of ministers, and
expressed the conviction that his hon.
friends opposite surely could not withstand
the cogency of argument and the infinite
plaintiveness of such appeals, especially the
heartfelt utterance of the present member
for Lisgar, who was fighting the battlé of
the agriculturists against the monopolists
and the manufacturers. The government
had full time to perfect their plans and to
put them into operation. They had perfect-
ed their plans so far as the tariff was con-
cerned: they had put them into operation:
they declared the tariff settled. Was there
in Canada free trade as it is in Great Bri-
tain? Everyone knew that there was not.

MODELLED ON PROTECTION.

Had they a revenue tariff? His hon.
friend knew they had not. The revenue
tariff which his hon. friend advocated, and
the only true revenue tariff, was a revenu
tariff which put on duties and taxation
for the sole purpose of getting them and
putting them into the treasury, and which
placed them where the most could be got
out of them. The true revenue tariff took
tea and coffee and all such articles as were
not raised in the country, and it taxed
them all they could bear and gave no
protection of any kind. Protection and a
revenue tariff were the opposites of each
other. What his hon. friends always de-
nounced in the protection tariff was that
although you get money out of. it for the
treasury, you put more money into the poek-
ets of the protected Interests. Now, let
them scan their tariff, let them look over
its various items, and from the first item
to the last of the dutiable list there was
scarcely one item which waas not modelled
and based on the prineiple of protection
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instead of on the principle of either free
trade or a revenue tariff.

Had the abomination of specific duties
been taken away from the tariff? How
eloguent his hon. friends grew upon- that.
How eloquently they grew upon that fea-
ture of the double tariff which consisted
not only of a specific duty but of a specific
duty joined to-an ad valorem duty, and so
was a mixed tax. They had reformed
their tariff, they had had their time of
denunciation, they had now taken their
period of action, they had settled the tariff,
and to-day how did it stand?

The items in the old tariff were 486 in
number.  Great simplification was to be
carried out in the mew tariff. The num-
ber of items was reduced to 452, a reduc-
tion simply of 24 items. That was simply
mechanical.

The items of specific duties In the old
tariff were 175 in number, taking sub-
headings of items; In the new fariff they
were 147, a reduction of 28.

The items of ad valorem dutles were
311 in the old tariff; they were 305 to-day,
a reduaction of 6.

The percentage of specific ltems in the

| old tariff was 26, in the new tariff it was

23, a beggarly reduction of 3 per cent.

The ad valorem items were 64 per
cent. of the whole; they were mow 67, or an
increase of 3 per cent. :

So that even that abomination of specific
duties which in the eountry was more dwelt
upon‘than almost anything else has scarcely
been touched by these hon. gentlemen in
this reform of their tariff, . (e

* THE CUSTOMS RETURNS.

What about the amount of the customs
tax? The customs taxation raised in 1896,
the last year of the Liberal-Conservative
government, was $19,800,000. In 1897 it
was a little less. In 1898, however, when
the new tariff had got into operatlgn, it
came up to $22,000,000—an increase of $2,
800,000 over the amount raised in 1896.
The minister of public works, on a certain
occasion, said before his admiring auditors,
“Wait till you see us next year.” Next
year had come and was rapidly passing,
eight months of it had passed, and in the
eight months of 1899 as compared with the
corresponding months "of 1898, $2,500,000
more had been raised in customs taxation
than was raised in the corresponding eight
months of 1898. Provided the same rate
held through the four months to come
that had held during the eight months just
past, there would be considerably over $6,-
000,000 of taxation raised in 1899 over and
above what was raised in 1896. But what
else “had they accomplished? The export
trade of Canada to other countries had
been hampered by the tariff. Canada had
practically shut itself out from the trade
with Germany, which was a growing and
most promising trade. They had given our
cousins in the West Indies Islands ad-
vantages by our tariff, and in return our
cousing had raised their tariff against us,
S0 that we had gained nothing in that re-
spect. There was not a country in the wide
world to which they could point to-day
where they had gained one single inch in
ingress for exports of this country by any
tariff or fiscal favors. They had taken
greater powers than any other government
ever asked parliament to give them, powers
to impose by order-in-council export duties,
which, with one single stroke of the pen,
would change the complexion of the smelt-
ing and productfon or ores in the great
province of British Columbia, so rich in
regources and so boundless almost in its
promises for future development, but the
hons gentlemen, -after taking the power
under the plea of urgency and speed, trem-
bled on the brink, and had done nothing to
alleviate by any such powers the situation
in the mining countries.

A BRAGGART GOVERNMENT.

They took great powers and got legisla-
tion with reference to ‘alien labor laws.
They made a great show' of emergy by
appointing some prosecutors, but latterly
called them off, and their alien labor laws
had been simply a dead letter on the
statute book, void of spirit and life. They
took tremendous powers to smash combines,
yet, under their very neses, the octopus of
the United States, the tremendous Standard
Oil Company, had fastened upon the very
vitals of this country and was rapidly
absorbing and assimilating to itself every
coal and oil industry in the provinces of
Ontario and Quebec. To-day there was a
cry from one énd of this country to the
other that if the United States would not
give us fair entry for our lumber into
their country we shoujd look to the con-
servation of our own forest resources and
our own industries dependent upon themn
and impose export duties on foreign lum-
ber to protect our own people in their
regources and industries. But nothing of
this  was done. These hon. gentlemen
blundered in what they undertook, and
made fatal errors in what they did not
undertake, and in evéry’ case had failed
to give the country the advantage which
might be gained by their exercizing the
powers they asked for and obtained. Under
the operations of their tariff some industries

{ had been annihilated- and some crippled.

But not a single one had been created.
(Hear, hear.) In his enumeration of the
great things this government had done for
the country, the hon. gentleman declared
that they had inaugurated cold storage.
He should cultivate a little modesty, but
if he could not do that, he should at least
manifest some tendency to make his state-
ments square with the facts. He had him-
self signed the first cbntracts that were
made for cold storage with the steamship
company, and all preparations were made
by Prof. Robertson previous to the late
government going out of office. But the
hon. gentleman said that the government
had the I.C.R. extended to Montreal. Well,
it was a question whether the I.C.R. should
g0 to Montreal or should stop at Levis.
There was found difference of opinion on
that question, but the discussion which
arose did not take place upon the ques-
tion whether the I.C.R. should seek Mon-
treal as a terminus, or should remain' at
Levis, but upon the outrageously extrava-
gant and phr\tlzun bargain that was made.
His hon. friend said also that the govern-
ment had reduced the Canadian Pacific
railway freights. Yes, and before they gave
away an extra $2,000,000 to the C.P.R.
Crow’s Nest Pass road the C.P.R. had re-
duced their freights, and in the course of
trade would have done it again, must neces-
sarily have done it, as a matter of fact
did reduce them before the contract. terms
called upon them to do so. The hon. gen-
tleman gave to the C.P.R. two millions
more than the C.P.R. company were will
ing to construct the road for. The min-
ister of marine and fisheries some time ago
took occasion to tell and audience—or was
it the general public—in an interview in
London, that all arrangements were made
and that®in two years’ time vessels would
be carrying freights and passengers over
the surface of the Atlantic under an ar-
rangement wit: the Canadian government
Well, nothing had been done but this. The
hon. gentleman tore up a certainty and he
embarked on a quest for an uncertainty
He went on a quest of getting semething
for notping, and :f Le kep* on that same
line there would be no fast service for
many a year for the Dominion of Canada,
THE PREMIER'S DISCOVERY.

ut that was not all. They had been
down to Washington and had been engaged
on certain negotiations. He listened with
utter surprise to the declaration made by
the first minister, made in cold blood in
this house, that he had made a discovery.
That . discovery was that there was not
any desire in the country now for recipro-
city.  How long since? Three years ago
every one of those hon. gentlemen was
mounted on his hobby-horse of reciprocity,
careening through this country for all he
was worth: That was the bellef of the hon.
gentlemen epposite as late as 1895; that
bellef was carried by them In thelr govern-

_the duties on coal and coal oil, and in some
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ment; that belief was preached by them ¥ taboiet by decent pugilists forever after-

in this house since they had been members
of the govermment; that bellef actuated
them and impelled them to the mission
which had bcen sitting for the Iast six
months in Quebec and Washington. His
right hon. friend now came back and, hav-
ing over and over again in this
house that the only obstacle to an unre-
stricted reciprocity treaty with the United
States was that there was not a Liberal
government to go and ask for it; he now
came back with the astonishing discovery
he had made, that after all the people
of this country did not want a reciprocity
treaty with the United States, and he him-
self had changed his mind. Why had he
changed his. mind? Cold storage operated
so powerfully on his mental constitution
that it upset the gettled opinion of twenty-
five “years in the space of at least six
months. (Loud laughter.) Cold storage and
British markets—the right hon. gentleman
faced iIntelligent men #nd asked them to
take that down as a reason why he had
changed his opinion. {(Cheers.) If celd
storage did it, cold storage and the opening
of the British market ought to have had
some éffect on his right hon. friend many
years ago, but it seemed to have got in
its deadly work ‘only within the last few
weeks. (Cheers.)

The government commissioners went down
to the United States, but before they
went they brought in a tariff measure in
which they gave the United States free
binder twine and free corn, and lowered

other items of their' tariff they gave to
the United States what was worth millions
‘to. them_in trade, and what they were
taking great advantage of at the present
time. They gave them these advantages
in that spirit of generosity which so char-
acterized his hon. friend when he dealt
with other people’s goods, when he dealt
with the country’s resources and the coun-
try’s money, ,as he did with the $250,000
for the sham plebiscite. (Hear, hear.) He
generously gave over to the United States
in make-weights In the treaty before he
went, and so doubly handicapped himself.
He then went down to Washington, and as
a result of six months’ hard labor he came
back and said his-mouth was closed; there
‘was not any chance to-day for reeciprocity,
and the country did not want it anyway,
and all that was left was a question that
the commissioners could - not settle, but
that must be settled by the two govern-
ments or it could not be settled at all.
Then he threw himself upon the mercy of
the people and asked them to call him the
successful and the great negotiator.
(Laughter.)

THE PLEDGE OF ECONOMY.

His hon. friend the first minister, although
he declared that his emory was good,
found ft convenient to utterly forget one
thing. What was that? It was the hon.
gentleman’s pledge of economy—the re-
duction of the expenses of the country.
Did he need to read his pledge made in
Toronto, made in different other places in
Ontario, given to the faithful broadcast, in
which he said that extravagance had mark-
ed the expenses for many years under the
late government, but that if they came
into power they would reduce the annual
expenses, one, two, three, and Mr. Mills
said five million dollars per year. The hon.
gentleman owed to that more than any-
thing else his place in this house to-day.
Since then the minister of public works
had been seized with the idea that the
people of this country wanted lavish ex-
penditure, and he wus the man who was
going to give the lavish expenditure. (Hear,
hear.) Four million dollars had already
been added, but at the end of the next
Year he would arise again in his might and
say, “Wait again until the next year,”
and another $4,000,000 would be added, and
the man he led and who sat ahead of him—
(Sir Wilfrid Laurier)—forgot his pledge to
the country an@ the people whose confi-
dence and faith he had outraged, and al-
lowed. the expenditure to be increased by
millions, when he pledged himself that it
would be reduced by millions. (Applause.)

PLEBISCITE A SHAM.

His hon. friend touched the plebiscite, and
he used the word *“touched’” advisedly.
But, characteristic again, he attempted to
parry his own dealings on the plebiscite
question by throwing the blame on Sir
Charles Tupper, because he only dropped
a4 tear to prohibition, and did not say he
would do anything more. His hon. friend,
if he had dropped any tears of repentance
for his ‘long course of action on this and
other matters, would be nearer making
his peace with the power above than he
was at present. (Laughter.) But his hon.
friend said he had broken on pledge;
casuistry of the first water and simpiy
that. What more did he say? The pro-
hibitionists, he said, made no demand.
That would be news to some of the gentle-
men behind him, because his friends be-
hind him, who conducted the elections in
1896, and the campaign before that, went
to the prohibitionists everywhere and said:
“Did they not see what Laurier had prom-
ised them; did they not see what he was
going to give them? The Tories .never
promised them anything like that; vote for
Laurier ‘and the Liberals; they are the
men that would give them what they
wanted.”” His right hon. friend knew that
he profited by such statements: the gen-
tlemen sitting behind him knew that they
profited by them, yet the hon. gentleman
had the assurance to say that he made no
p’'edge. (Hear, hear.) The prohibitionists,
he said, made no demand. Then let those
hon. gentlemen now retrace their steps and
take back their words and say, as does the
prime minister, that the prohibitionists
made no demand; that they did not want
the plebiscite, and therefore were not be-
holden to the Liberal party for the plebis-
cite. But, said his hon. friend, yes, they
made a pledge, but they only made it to
the party. He considered that if there
ever was any medal higher than the blessed
Cobden medal, he would have it struck
and put on the other breast of his hon.
friend to commemorate that most ingenious
of all ideas, that when he made a public
pledge by his party to the people he did
not make it to the people, but his party,
just got together among themselves and
made a sort of mutual pledge to onme an-
other subject to a private agreement, and
mutual understanding. (Cheers.) The
pledge of economy moved by Mr. Gibbons
and enthusiastically proclaimed by the
thousand and one representatives st the
convention on that day in the city of
Ottawa was not a pledge to the country;
it was a pledge to the party with an implied
condition, (Hear, hear.) That implied con-
dition, he supposed, was that they must
say something to catch votes, and they
would say economy, but the contractors,
the hangers-on, those that wanted to fatten
at the public crib, bad only to keep quiet
that the party might have a chance to
get in,- and then “wait until you see us
next year.” The implied condition had
been well understood by some ministers,
and it had been acted upon to the utter de-
bauchery and corruption of sections of this
country. (Cheers.)

Mr. F. 8. Spence was at the Ottawa enn
vention, and he was allowed to go on every
temperance platform and proclaim that the
will of the people would prevail. Nobody
WwWas aware that the dice were loaded in
that way. Talk about loaded dice, Imagine
a man who would pretend to be the leader
of a great party making a secret agree-
ment with interested members of his own
party, but keeping it silent and seeret, and
taking $200,000 of the people’s money, and
§750,000 more from the earnmest men and
women who are most interested in this
election campaign, putting all his machin-
ery in operation, and to do it without tell
ing these people the conditions under which
the contest was to be decided. (Cheers.)

L man were to put up two con-

[ Canadian idea.

wards, and the man, no matter how many
decorations he may have on his

who went to the churches and to unions

of earpest men and women of this coun-
try and got them into a fight of that kind
simply to delude them, allowed them to
go into such a contest without giving them
the conditions under which it was carried
on, should he think himself absolved when
he read a statement from three or four
gentlemen that a 23 per cent. vote of the
electorate was not quite enough, and there
ought to be more? (Cheers.) The hon.
gentleman, with the odd obliguity which
characterized him in many things, had
missed the point of the gqueéstion’ entirely.
The question to-day was not as to the
majority, ‘but as to the honor of a: man
or a body of men who would make a secret
“contract or implied condition and put this
country to the trouble and turmoil of a
great national contest without making pub-
lic the conditions upon which that contest
was to be decided. (Cheers,) He must
disagree with his hon. friend, he must dis-
agree with his ethics and his pectliar politi/]
cal morality. If a prohibition plank of the
platform was not a pledge to the people
of the country, there was no pledge given
in the whole series of resolutions passed
at that convention.

‘Where was the implied pledge? Did th
hon. gentleman tell the present minister
of agriculture that that was a condition
Did bhe give that knowledge to the min
ister of agriculture, or did he allow hin
to get into the fight without the knowl
edge of the implied condition? If he did
Mr. Foster had .no  hesitation in saying
that the minister of agriculture did not
deal fairly by him, or any other of the
temperance people, in getting them to go
into that contest and spend their money
and their time on an utter impossibility.
(Cheers.) In October, 1896, the prime min
ister, then in opposition, in reply to Rev.
Mr. Huxtable, a most earnest and noted
Methodist minister, said:

“The Liberal party has pledged itself i
convention at Ottawa that whenever in
power they would take a plebiscite on the
liquor question, as to whether the people
want a prohibitory liquor law or not. The
answer is not in my hands. It is in the
hands of the people, and, according to their
answers, such legislation they will have at
the hands of the government.” (Loud
cheers.) Did not the prime minister think
that, as an honest man, he should have
told - Mr. Huxtable frankly that they must
get a 50 per cent. vote. The Premier led
the people of this country to believe, what
ever he might have whispered to his in-
terested friends, that if they voted and
got a majority vote it would be followed
by their will being carried out, and his
government would carry out their will.
(Cheers.)

This plebiscite vote was 23 per cent., but,
oh! the credulity and the unmanliness of
it, and the lack of anything like public
frankness of it, to bring the two sections
of the people of this country together in
a heated contest over a great principle,
and to keep secret from them the ultima-
tum, which, he knew would dash down
irreparably every hope they had of carry
ing that which they believed to be good
for the country. (Loud cheers.)

THE PACIFIC CABLE.

From the Montreal Star.

The Toronto Globe, referring to the
promptitude of the United States in deal-
ing with the queéstion of a Pacific cabld
to connect Hawaii and the Philippines with
the United States contrasts it with the
tardiness of Canada, Australia and Great
Britain. These countries, it says, have
talked about a Pacific cable for years, have
recognizéd its necessity, have called for
tenders and found the cost less than was
anticipated, and yet so far have done noth-
ing.

Well, who is to blame for the delay?

The Pacific cable project was a distinctly
First advocated by Sir
Sandford Fleming, it was soon approved
by the Conservative government, but Can
ada could not be expected to construct it
alone, and the difficulty was to secure the
cc-operation of tbe Australian colonies,
which were in the first place very indiffer-
ent about it,

As a result of Sir Mackenzie Bowell's
visit to Australia and the Colonial confer-
ence at Ottawa, which followed, th~ Aus-
tralians were persuaded to give their ap-
provai to the project, and it was agreed that
Canada should ask for tenders to ascertain
the cost of it, the understanding being
that Canada should pay one-third the cost,
the Australian colonies oue-third and Great
Britain skould be asked to pay the remain-
ing one-third.

The Conservative government promptly
called for tenders, and it was found tha:
ihe cost of laying a cable from Vancouver
to Fauning Island, IKiji, Norfolk Island,
Queensland and New Zealand, and keeping
it in repair for three years, would be from
£1,500,000 to £1,800,000, considerably less
than had been supposed. At the outsidc
the total cost would be less than $9,000,000,
the interest upon which would be less
than $90,000 per year. But Sir Sanford
Fleming and others who have made a thor
ough study of the question are confident
that it would cost the country nothing, as
the business would be more than sufficient
to pay working expenses, cost of repairs
and interest upon the cost of construction

If the Censervatives had remained in
power there is no doubt that the Pacific
cable would now be under construction, if
not already laid. Unfortunately the Laur-
fer administration rejected the Conserva-
tive cable policy in the same way that they
rejected the Conservative arrangements for
a fast Atlantic line, taking the ground that
the cable was of comparatively little im-
portance to Canada, and that the Austra-
lian colonies should pay a larger share of
the cost of it than Canada. The Austra-
lians regarded this as a breach of faith,
and were indignant at the meanness of
Canada. They argued that Canada had
first proposed the project, that the Domin-
fon would be the centre of communication
and that Canada is more¢ populous and
more wealthy than the Australasian col-
cnies, but these argnments did not move
the Laurier government, which did not
wish to carry out a great Conservative
project that would make Canada the cen-
tre of the Empire. Finally the Australas
ian colonies offered to pay four-ninths of
the cost, but our government still delays.

No longer than the 26th of December.
1898, the Toronto Globe, in a long editorial
threw cold water on the project, and inti
mated that it would be better to let the
Americans construct a Pacific cable t
Australia, which Canadian business mern
could make use of. ‘‘Ouar merchants hav
benused a great railway corporation,” 3aid
the Globe, “and when it ecarries goods at
cut rates for their competitors across the
border they are inclined to grumble. If
they .could have ercial ges des-
pratched by cable laid by the American tax-
payers, there would be a measure of com-
pensation in it. It is only when writing es-
says or making speeches that these things
are regarded from the standpoint of mili-
tary or-naval strategy. In calmer moments
our merchants estimate the balance of loss
and gain, and send their goods by Ameri-
can railways and their advices by Ameri-
can wires without the slightest compunec-
tion.” So sald the Globe less than three
rionths ago, but mow it is dwelling upon
the importance of Canada and the Empire
of getting direct cable communication with
Australia. It looks as if the Laurler gov-
eroment, having fafled in all their own
projects;, have to take u pthe Con-

testants in a prize ring without giving the
cond!ﬂonsofthecontesthewouldbe
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Largest Dry Goods House in the Do-
minion of Canada,
Spring Samples of New Dress Goods,
Silks, Wash Fabrics and other Dry
Goods needs. A Complete range will be
sent to any address.
logue, Address Mail Order Dept.
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COFFEES | DIMINIING Bt

Will find it profitable to
handle only the best im...

STEMLER & EARLE, VRREH

HEAD OFFICE:—-Thomas Earle, 92, 94 and 97 Whgrf St, Victoria, B. C. l

PURE COFFEES PURE SPICES ... PURE BAKING POWD:R.

HIGHEST STANDARD GUARANTEED.

IMPORTERS AND

VICTOIRA. |

3%

The Columbia Flouring Mills Company

ENDERBY AND VERNON.

Premier, Three Star, Superfine, Graham
and Whole Wheat Flour.

A GREAT CHANCE##

FOR SALE CHEAP

Dalry, Poultry and Fruit Ranch, 143
acres, near Nelson, B. C., (2% miles). On
Kootenay Lake, and on line Great Northern
Railroad and Crow’s Nest survey C.P.R.

Snap for man who understands the busi-
ness, as everything raised can be sold easily
for cash and at high prices.

For terms and particulars apply to

ALEX. STEWART, Broker,
Nelson, B. C.

EPPS'S COCOA.

GRATEEUL COMFORTING

Distinguished everywhere for
Delicacy of flavor, Superior
Quality, and Nutritive Proper-
ties. 8pecially grateful and
comforting to the nervous and
dyspeptic. 8old only in 4lb.
tins, labelled JAMES EPPS &
Co. Ltd., Homeopathic Chem
ists, Londeon, England.
SUPPER

BREAKFAST

EPPS'S COCOA.

Chafed Skins, Piles, Scaids, Cuts, Chil-
blanes, Chapped Hands, Sore Eyes,
Sunburn, Earache, Neuralgic and
Rheumatic Pains, Throat Colds

and Skin Ailments are Quickly
relieved by the use of . , . .

CALVERT’S

CARBOLIC  OINTMENT

rge Pots, 1x11; each (English Rate.

Editor “Household Words ”’ says: * We
are constantly appealed to for remedies
which ean safely used in domestic prac-
tice for such ilis as skin eruptions, burns,
scalds, inflamed eyes. rheumatic and neur.
algic pains, as well as colds in

In all such cases, and, Indeed, in a host of
others, we have found Calvert’'s Carbolie
Ointment invaluable.”

¥. C. CALVERT M CoO,, MANCHESTER

servative cable projéct which they at first
rejected as of little importance to Canada.

Awarded 85 Gold and Silver Medals, &c.
O AGENTS: 25

Henderson Bros., druggists, Vietoria, B.C,

R. P. Rithet & Co., Proprietors, Victoria, B. C.
HOTEL CARGILE,...

... ASHCROFT, B. C.

Newly renovated, refitted and refurnish
ed; first-class in every respect; all trains
met, and baggage attended to free; sampl
rooms for commercial travellers.

FRED. NELSON, Proprietor.

NOTICE is hereby given that 40 day«
after date the 43rd Mining and Milling Co..
of Cariboo, B. C., Limited Liability, intend
to apply to the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works for permission to lease
for a term of five years%he following de-
scribed piece of land for hay and grazing
purposes: Commencing at a point where 2
post has been planted, said point being
2bout 300 feet from a lake about two miles
south of the 43rd Mining and Milling Co.'~
dam on Manson Creek, and said post being
the initial or southwest angle; thence in
easterly direction, and following the vall
of Manson Creek, 160 chains: thence nortl
erly 20 chains; thence westerly 160 chain-
thence southerly 20 chains, more or less, ¢
the place of beginning.

THE 43rd MINING AND MILLING (¢
OF CARIBOO, B. C. LIMITED LL
BILITY.

JOSHUA WRIGHT, Manager.

Dated at Manson Creek, B. C., 25th Au
gust, 1898,

DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S
CHLORODYNE.

Vice Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood stated
publicly in court that Dr. J. Collis Browne
was undoubtedly the inventor of Chloro-
dyne, that the whole story of the defendant
Freeman was literally untrue, and he re-
gretted to saiv that it had been sworn to.—

y 13, 1864.

Times, Jul

Dr. J. Collis Browne'’s Chlorodyne Is the
and most certaln remedy in Coughs,
Colds, Asthmaﬁ Consumption, Neuralgia,
Rheumatism, Bte.
Dr. J. Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne Is pre-
scribed: scores of Orthodox practi-
tioners. Of eourse it would not be thus
singularly Kopular did it not ‘“‘supply &
want and fill a place.”—Medical Times,
an 1885,
Dr. J. Col rowue’s Chlorodyne Is a cer-
cn()r‘e’l for Cholera, Dysentery, Diar-

C.

Caution—None genuine without the words
“Dr. J. Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne” on the
stamp. Overwhelming medical testimony
accompanies eaeh bottle. Sole manufac-
turer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33 Great Russel
‘S.t.reet. London. Sold at 1s. 134d., 2e. 9d.,

FLETCHER S, ANDREWS

BARRISTBR,
SOLIGITOR, Btc,~

Branch Office at SANELSON,

Slocan Gity. British Columbia
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