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Sir John Crosbie Producea Some
Startling Evidence--- Fish and
Salt Purchase Scandals Discuss-

ed. !

There were some startling occur-
rences at yesterday’s session of the
House which was one of the most im-
portant sittings held during the term.
Some sensational charges were made
by Sir John Crosbie in connection with
fish and salt purchases which 'were
pubstantiated by documentary and
other evidence.

The House met at 3.15 p.m,

Sir Michael Cashin gave not.xce of
the following Motion;—

““That he would at to-day’s ses=
 sion meve that an address of this
- House be presented to His Expel-

leney the Gevernor in Council,
praying ‘that he will be pleased to
appoint the three jmndges of the
Supreme Court a compmission un-
der the provisions of Chapter 21,

Consolidated Statutes, (1918), en~

titled “Of enquiries coneerning

Public Matters,” to emquire and

report, concerning the rige
tion and expenditure ‘of publie
money, in 1920, for fish and. salt,
and partieularly inte the parchase,
shipment and dispesition of the
cargo of the “President Cosker”
and all matters relating thereto,
and into the purchase, sale, ems-
tody and control of the sali eargo
stored at Port Union; and pray-
ing that until’ the said Commission’
shall report, the Hon. W. F. Coak-
er, who holds the dual and irre-
concilable positions, of represenmt-
ative of both and seller in

these transpetions, shall be spms-
pended from:his office as Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, in which
le controls fhe evidence and sour-
ces of information essential to the
protection of the interests of the

.Colony.” £

Notices of question were given by
Sir Michael' Cashin, Messrs. Moore and
Sullivan.

The questions on the Order Paper
wag diseussgd. at some length, -Sir
Michael Cashin ‘{mpressing on ' the
Government the need for eollecting
the money due from the Commercial
Cable Compapy. It was the Opposi-
tion's duty to see it ‘was done

With reference to the question as
to whaether local coppers were suffer-
ing frem the Fish Regulations Mr.
Bennett expressed his eurprise that
the Prime Minister should answer it
in the negative and said it was plain-
ly evident that the Government was
responsible for work being
eway from them. The Prime Minis-
ter told Mr. Bennett that the travel-
ling expenses of Mr. Pepney in Nor-
way were $8500. He received no com-

‘| pengation. The Minister of Maripe
and Figheries was the Minjster of the.

Crown who instructed the Deputy
Minister of Finance to draw the che-
que in payment for the Tuckahoe's
salt eargo. It was decided to pur-
chase this salt on Government ac-
counts, the matter being left in the
h‘ Minfster of Marine ‘and

taken

Fisheries. About 4000 tons were ‘left
at Port Union.

The House went into Committee of
the Whole :on the Bill to Repeal the
Codfish'Exportation Att.

Sir John Crosbie continued his
speech of the previous day. He first
said that the Royal Stores Woplen
Mills had received orders -from the
Public Works Departinent to the
value of $10,000. He thought Mr. Sal-
ter’s salary should be discontinued
and the job given to someone else.  He
told the Minister of Public Works that
he could not éxplain the matter satis-
factorily.

Minister of Pnbllc
don’t know, it ‘all.” '

Sir John Crosbie—“No, there's .a
lot more that I haven’t been told.”
Continuing, he referred to the “Pre-
sident Coaker’s cargo. He was prepar-
ed to tell the story of that cargq now.
He read the reply to Sir Michael Cash-
in’s question of Apr1 4th and said he
would .explain it later. The cargo of
the ‘“President Coaker” was mot men-
tioned amongst the names of the firms
‘Who received‘ tde Government guaran-
tee. The first bought by Mr. Sellars

Works.—"fou

was paid for at a higher rate than that!
choice H

bought by Bapr's and -Job's,
Labrador fetching $9.00 and’ other
kinds proportionately lower. The .
firms who bought this fish on Govern-
ment account were being paid for stor-i

age and labour and he knew that some i
of the men who sgold the fish had stor-‘i

ed it themselves. He charged that
there was a deliberate attempt to de-
_ceive the "House in connection with,
the, “President Coaker’s” cargo. Capt.

Kean had told him that Mr. Sellars.

said he had had nothing te do with the
“President Coaker’s” cargo llthongh
it was™in the statement of the fish:
bought by him. The cargo must there-
fore have been manipulated for Mr.
Coaker’s /own ends. Those Were the
facts: Not only was her -cargo and
expenses paid for but her freight was

paid in full before' her cargo was de-

livered: to! market. These were f

which could mnot be denied and yet
they could not'get an enquiry into the
matter.  ‘Only half freight was paid

-on the “Jean Wakely” but fall tre_ight’
on the “President Cpaker”, Sir John
had asked Mr. Coaker to explain the
matter and he had refns_gd to do it.
Mr, Sellar’s. statement was not in de-
tail like those of Megsrs, Barr and
Job. It was an attempt to pull the
wool over pur cyes. He gould not see
how Mr. Coaker ecould wiggle out of
this, The transaction in itsell im-
mediately easts suspicion all around.
Something would have to be done to|
straighten it out. He had made lt;
clear that Mr. Sellars had had no- |
thing to do with the “President Coak- |
er's” cargo although the Minister nt;
Marine and Pisheries had said he had. |
Sir John regretted the position the
Minister had taken. He thought the
whole affair absolutely wrong and in-
decent. $8.560 was supposed to cover
cost and expenses per gtl. for choice |
'Labndor but. Mr. Sellars got $9.00.
Was the §9.00 fish shipped in the “Jean
Wakely” or the “President Coaker.”

Minister of Marine and Fisheries.—
“It went in the Wakely.”

Sir John Croshie wanted to know
by what right Sellars should get more
for his fish. ‘He was going to leave
this case rest on- its merite as there
was a Motion before the Honse put he
! said it was plain there was some in-

tention to hide somethix;g in connec-
,tion with this cargo from the public.
i He appealed to Mr. Coaker to have the
matter investigated. smpd ‘cleared . up.
He next referred to the sufferings of
the coopers in 8t. John’s West. Did
the Premier know that cooperage pro-
sducts were unsaleable in St, John's
‘Wolt to-day. - He told.the Premier if
he wanted to employ a good liar he
would tgke him, in response to a com-
ment thrown across the floor of the
House. The Fish Regulations. was
the canse of half the St. John's coop-
ers walking the strgets to-day. Drums
were now fetching 60 cents which
formerly sold for $1.10. If the Ad-
visory Bpard had not been go greedy
for profit these thwlllldl of qtls. of
fish now in the would have
been sold and wou! bo in our foreign
markets in leal - casks. , The . Fish
Regulations were the sole cause of

the prevailing distress amongst coop-
ers. The Premier had cast a reflec-
tion on his word but there were men
who would take his (8Sir John's) word
before the Premier’s signature. The
Minister of Marine and Fisheries had
as much. to do with keeping up the
price of fish as he had. It was supply
and demand that had done it. Mr.
Coaker could not raise the price of
seals this spring. He wasn't even
able to make the'St, John’s firms pay
the same that was paid in- Harbor
Grace, 'The Minister was only human
and could not do the jmpossible. What
greater incompetendy could be
played than the action of the Govern-
ment in purchasing five steamers and
spending $500,000 of the Colony’s
money without thinking .abeut where
it would come from. The country
would lose $400,000 on the transaction.
Even the Lobelia must have cost near-
ly $80,00@ -and she now stoed a stand-
ing disgrace. He asked that she be
taken down and put in Port Un-
ion. He wonld take her down free if
Mr, Coaker would anchor her. Re-
ferring to the Railway Sir John said
it was a hopeless preposition and the
Government did ‘not know what to do
with it’ He wanted to know why the
Portia and Prospero were included in
the list of ships run by the Railway
Commission, which list was contained
in the circular mentioned on.the pre-
vious day. (None of the Ministers, how
ever, seemed to know "anything about
it) ‘Would anyone seriously tell him,
said Sir John, that the railway -was
any credit to the Government of the
country, The losses on its operation

were 8o serious that if there were no-4

thing else, it wotld bring about fin-
sncial collapse to the ‘colony. And
the Government topk ever the Rail-
way because it wag defunct. It was
a pity that it did not go intp thé hands
of ‘@ Receiver, The cost would be be-
tween $2,500,000 and $3,000,000. No
attempt to tell the Government’s posi-
tion in connection with the Railway
had yet been made. Sir John thought
that Rejd’ s ‘would not take it.back, He
though moreover arbitration ‘would

be neicespary through the G_oven-

dis-’

ment’s taking over something they
did not understand. Did they know an
expert was in the country to-day look-
ing over the Railway now as we would
later learn to our cost. Matter ~of
raising a loan for the City Council
came up a few days ago and the Pre-
mier said the Royal Bank of Capada
, were shylocks and he ‘would get the
money elsewhere. But, the Royal
Bank had advanced the loan on their
own terms. The only conclysion he
could come to was that no one else
would advance it and the Premier had
to go to the shylocks. This condition
was brought about by squandering
money. It was a nice state of affairs
after eighteen months. The time had
come when something must bhe dome
gunickly to change conditions here or
very few would he left to carry on
bysiness in the country. If the Gov-
ernment had shown any forgsight the
position would not mow be so  bad.
Each week the loss Qn revenue was
astounding, It would run into three
millions of dollars whilst the estimat-
ed expenditure would be increased $1,-
000,000.  $2,600,000 was lost on the
railway and $2,000,000 on sugar, salt,
fish and other things, He was told
that more men were being paid off
at Bell Island. How .serigus that was,
few realized., Bell Island was the life
of the Conception Bay labourer. He
believed the Premiér had tried to save
the position apd he asked what re-
sults had been obtained.

The Prime Minister said it depends
on whether the Companies ‘can dis-
pose of the ore on hand, 3

Sir John Crosbie said he had heard
that. He was told by the Premier that
certain propogitions had been. made
to Mr, Wolvin with reference to the
matter and that it had also been con-
sidered by the Government.

The Premier here gave a lengthy
explanation of what hn.d been done in
the matter.

Sir John Crosbie continumg, said
he feared that his statements regard-
ing the colonys finanical positign
would be borne out shortly. The coun-
try at large knew his opinion and he
believed the country had enough. con-

fidence in him to believe« his state-
ments. If something were not done
quickly -to alleviate conditions he
greatly feared the consequences.

The Prime Minister referred to some
portions of Sir John Crosbie’s speech.

He asked the House to deal leniently

with that part ‘of the estimates deal-
ing with Road Grants.

The Minister of Marine and Fisher-
ies replied te 8ir John Croshie with
reference to the “President Coaker.”
He said that the facts presented by the
Fisheries Department were correct.

Sir John Croshie asked a question
goncerning Mr. Sellars, but the Min-
ister .of F‘ishe\'ies refused to answer
and continued his address, reitera:
ting his former statements. He then
went on to maRe a lengthy explana-
tion of the*matter. He offered Mr.
Higgins the full freedom of the
fisheries depariment to investigate
the matter.

Sir John Crosbie replied to Hon.
Mr, Coaker. He regretted that he
should make such a statement and
expect it to he taken seriously. The
Minister placed himself in an awk-

ward position by not letting the mo-4

tion, turned down on Tuesday, go
thpough.  If-hée Were satisfied for Mr.
Higgins to investigate, why not let
the public. do@ so. He refuted Mr.
Ceaker's “statéments by reference to
the official documents. These docu-
ments showed .that the “President
Coaker” was. paid freight before'leaw-
ing here. The infermation Sir John
had used was relighle even if'it were
sécond hand. ' Sir John then crossed
the floor of the House and showed
the documents to the Mijnister of
Marine and Pigheries, who admitted
they were the official ones.

Sir Johm then said, why not have
Mr, Sellars examined on oath before
a; Select Committee. He charged
that Joseph Sellars: never received
the cheque for the fish and never had
anything to do with the “President
Coaker’s” carge.

The Minister of Marine and Fish.
eries—“It is not true.”

Sir John Crosbie said his one course
(Continued on 5th page)
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Died of Heart Failure.r

The Furness Withy Co. received
message last evening from the Caf
tain of the S.S. Sachem, saying thi
the Chief Cook, Mr. Read, had dief
suddenly of heart failure. The Comr
pany was"asked to make arrangt
ments for burial when the ship ar
rives .in port at 8 p.m, this evening
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