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"Not much comfort here," he Mid, "If
I may say so."

“Lord Gaunt cares nothing for his 
own comfort," sMd Bright "He Is us­
ed to sleeping under a tent to the des­
ert, or without a tent for that matter, j 
Better leave the room alone, per­
haps.”

Décima looked round father pen­
sively.

"Couldn't there be an easy-chalrl" 
she said, timidly.

“Certainly," said the gentleman, 
making a rapid note. "I know the kind 
of thing you’d like. A club-chair; a 
really easy chair; most of them ate
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Happiness Décima tamed crimson, then very
pale.

“I beg your pardon t" he stammered. 
“My feelings Oafrled me away. But It’s 
no more than the truth. Ton will save 
Lord Gennt if yon will ohly consent 
to humor this Whim of hil. I put it at 
its least, you See. It you réfuse, it’s as 
likely aS not that he trill get tired, dis­
gusted, with the bother and the fuse, 
Snd rash off, and we may not see him 
or hear of him again for years; and 
away—puff!—will
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vanish all my 
, dreams tit ratling the village to a de- 
i cent level, and—and this, I’m ksham- 
i ed to say, is more to me—of seeing 
i Lord Gaunt settled down on hie own 

place, and happy.” He mopped hie 
brew and furtively passed hie red 
handkerchief over hie eyes.

“What do you Want me to dot* ask­
ed Décima; Uhd her vnlcè was very 
■till.

Mr. Bright caught eagerly at the as­
sent in’her tone.

“Jest this," he said. "I’ve wired to 
London for a man to come down with 
patterns for curtains and—end ail 
that kind of thing, and he will be here 
to-night or to-morew. Now, I don’t un­
derstand anything about them, but 
you—will you eeè him and tell him 
what to do? Lord Gaunt relies on you, 
and I’m sure will like anything you 
choose."

“But my father—I must ask him,” 
said Décima.

“That’s ail-right,” he said. qUickly. 
“I'm going up to The Woodbines to 
see about some repairs—your father 
has asked me about them some time 
ago, but of course I couldn’t do any­
thing. Last night, however, Lord Gaunt 
gave nje full permission to do any­
thing and everything. ITI speak to 
your father. Fll go at Once. I shall 
meet you coming back. Thank you— 
thank you! You don't know, you cant 
fully understand, the service you are j 
doing all of us—these poor people— .

J. J. STRANGwhen I remind yon that—that you 
have a great responsibility in this 
business—I mean Lord Gaunt’s re­
turn.”

"I—I do understand." said Deeima, 
but faintly.

"Well, I scarcely understand it my­
self,” said Mr. Bright, with a puisled 
alv "but I can’t help thinking that 
h<P*ould not have resolved to stay 
on—In fact, that he would have bees 
off to Africa—but for something you 
paid. I didn’t catch what passed, but 
that’s my Impression. And about this 
premise of yours ; you’ll admit that— 
thkt It’s most important that he should 
be Induced to remain, to settle here. 
Good gracious me, it will be the sav­
ing, the making of the place, the peo­
ple! It Will turn this God-forsaken 
bole into a prosperous village. Just 
look around you!” He waved his hand 
In a semicircle. "See those cottages? 
There isn’t one that doesn’t need re­
pairing. Most of ’em ought to come 
down. They're not fit to live to. They're 
fever dens. There’s no proper water ,
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CHAPTER XL
The excitement in the village in­

creased as the days went on and the 
work at the Hall progressed. Great 
packing-cases were continually arriv­
ing from London; sometimes accom-
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It I help him?" No wonder Décima
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ed this mere fully the next mornlug 
when Mr. Bright came up for her. The 
man from the famous decorators in 
London bad corns dews. Sit# went with 
Bobby, who bed a morning off, to the 
Hall.

| "I—I hope I am doing right, Bobby,” j
she said, aa they entered end made 
their way through a email crowd of 
workmen, and the mens and lumber 
which they can ee uultkly produce, 

"Oh, that's all right," said Bobby, 
carelessly. "You and Bright and this 
awful swell"—as be caught sight of 
the Gentleman from London—"can 
work your wild will and squander Lord 
Gaunt's cash while I smoke a cigar­
ette In the gallery. Be meat be a* 
awful Sat to intrust a woman with the 
spending of hie money, and It will
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