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THREE GREAT SYSTEMS WILL
FIGURE I RAILWAY POLICY

E. W. Tmep‘son, the Best Info;,mod N&spﬁper Writer on Canadian
Subjects in the United States, Forecasts in Boston Transcript Alberta

Government’s Railway Policy.

plishments of Provincial Governoment in 40 Months.

Comprehensive Review -of :Accom-

W. Thomson, writing in the
ton Transeript, says:

The Government of Alberta is
about to begin a wmew railway policy
which will direetly affect the C.P.R..
and which may have mmportant re<
sults for the Hill system of American
roads. Perhaps it is not necessary
to tell Transcript readers that Alberta
s the Canadian province just east-
ward of British Columbia, on whieh it
abuts often in the Rocky Moun-
tains. It is .rich in coal mines;
cattle ranching grounds, gas fields,
forests ;.it possesses what are declared
by American experts to be the great-
est petroleum areas in the world. But
its - lands are mostly agricultural.
They include the vast unoccupied re-
gion called the Peace River country.
That is in North.America. Many
settlers are finding their way up
there, since there the prairie trends
quickly toward the Pacific Ocean.
from which it is separated by a com-
parativeliy low chain of the Rockies.
The Grand Trunk Pacific and the
Canadian Northern are both under

nstruction to within what may be
alled sight of that enormous fertile
area, now largely retained by fur-
traders, by Indians and by Hali-
breeds, though it is thirty years since
ne of its distriets, seven hundred
miles north of Edmonton (which is
nearly 400 miles north of latitude 49,
or the United States boundary, show-

| the best wheat exhibited at the
World’s Fair.
To. Develop the North.

“To bring that almost virgin North
under civilization is part of the task
about. to be undertaken by Alberta’s
very _progressive government, and
people—ior the people there are pecu-
liarly the government, as I deésign
to explain soon. They intend, at
the coming session of the Provincial
Legislature, to formulate a financial
plan by which branches of the Grand
Trunk Pacific and of the Canadian
Northern will be aided to run north-
ward from Edmonton to Peace River

Crossing, and from Edmonton to Fort |

MecMurray, on the Athebasca. These

main branches will be each some four!

hundred miles long. Their northern
termini will be separated by some
350 miles, ,with Lesser Slave Lake ly-
ing between them. Short feeding
branches will nece rily be thrown
out, as the country receives settlers.
Thus will not only an immense farm-
ing fract.be opened, up, but also petro-
leum fields, gas areas, coal beds—to
say nothing of the fur-bearing régions
that will be brought within easy
reacn.
Competition in South.

“In Seuthern Alberta, mainly a
prairié weégion of grazing and fall wheat
iarming, the C:P.R. has long held a
monoepoly of the railway traffic. It is
an energetic, public spirited, well
managed monopoly, buj 1
imply that it builds all brandhes
that the people need, nor that they
would not be the befter with competi-
tion all
be doubted that the people will gain
profits -as well as contentment, be-
sides the pleasant sense of not being
under dietation from any one set of
railway magnates, bv the new railway
promotions which Alberga will under-
take in the south. The Grand Trunk
Pacific and the C.N.R. both design
early extensions sgouthwestward to
Calgary, while the C.N.R. will push
further south to Lethbridge, the, bitu-
minous ecoal-miping centre, and fto
Maclead, the lively town of iall wheat
and ranching regions. From these
extensions, which will be each many
hundred miles in length, branches
will promptly be spread by the promo-
tion policy soon to be detailed by Al-
berta’s government. All these new
roads will be within hailing distance
of the Hill, or American main lines.
It follows, as a matter of course, that
the development of the Canadian
country will bring in branches of the
Hill system. Thus a keen com-
petition cannot but be t_-stabhshed
where the best of all possible mono-
polies now holds almost undisputed
sway.

A Province With Revenues.

“Alberta is in a pesition to . push
this active railway policy, because the
province has handsome revenues, does
not owe one cent, and will be infall-
bly enabled to spend a lot more

'y through creating new sources
provincial revenue by internal de-
lopment. The new branch lines, in
far as aided provincially, will be
entially provincial assets or In-

yielding revenues 1n-
y, but none the less surely

the Edmonton treasury. 5

How is it that a province which

gan political existence less than 40
months ago almost without r()z{ds,
bridges, ferries, telephones and other

ree conveniences now has all these
good things in uncommon abundance,
et owes nothing, and is able to start

on a magnificent, yet very sane
lway scheme?  The answer can-
but he of large interest to- all
students of polifics. They , haye
tzlked and have been told over dnd
over again,, ad  nauseam, of the
advantages-that could not but accrue
from uni-party or no-party govern-
ment. Well, that is what the sensible
ople of Alberta started in‘Septem-

. 1905, when they began pglitical

tence practically unbedevilled by
an organized, rigid, party system.

“The people had. mot then been
really divided into two 110§!1l(‘ and
mutually cursing camps. Efforts ~to
<o divide them failed in the specified
vear. ‘They had come, mostly people
of the great races (American, Cana-
dian, -British, Irig Scandinavian,
German, French, Swedish Norwegian,
Icelandic), from all their various
native regions quite recently. ‘They
were. required to choose men to man-
age the publi caffairs suddenly .given
over to their control by the Ottawa
government. They took the common
sense eourse of choosing the best men
in sight. It happened that these
men -were called - Liberals, and the
Liberal party is fherefore entitled to
claim eredit for the good results. But,
in fact, the people set up uni-par

iments,

at does not_

along the line. It is not to!

no-party government.
it amounts to,

Conseryatives Directed by C.P.R.

“The _good, men who called them-
selves Liberals—and all Canadians,
except a few. stick-in-the -muds, are
Liberals in the right meaning of the
term—were elected in the proportion
of 24 to 1. They were put in sole con-
trol, and_therefpre put absolutely on
honor. This. came about partly be-
cause the so-called Conservatives (who
attompted in 1905 to introduce the
iargely damnahble two-party system,
where. there was no sort of real need
for it), were obviously ‘“‘machine”
men, and as obviously inspired and
directed by the C.P.R. interest, which
the people jealously regarded as dan-
gerous to their interest. The local
C.P.R. solicitor was leader and chief
bow-wow ef the so-called Conserva-
tives. 3ut, no matter how the utter
defeat of him and his ‘tail’ came
about, the result was to establish uni-
party government, which is just
about the same thing in a new region
as no-party government would be.
Complete power was given to minis-
ters obviously devoted to the provin-
cial interest alone.

“It should be noted that these
ministers were obviously- gecod men.
If the people had -not chosen such,
the finé experiment must have failed,
and worse. There is no use expect-
ing figs from thorn bushes, por hon-
orable administration from scalliwags.
The ministers were but four, all con-
spicuously well known for straight pri-
vate "and business lives, all fairly
wealthy, and all of that fraternal dis-
position which is so curiously notahlo
all over ‘The province of the glad
hand.” They were not one bit dema-
goguish, and yet they were comrade-
like with all decent folk. Church-go-
ing men, teetotallers; and, what is re-
markable, and may be instructive, not
one eloquential man in the lot.
Quiet men. The blatherskite is one
of the curses of politics everywhere
else. His performances cause multi-
tudes of people to mistake gab for rea-
i soning, and the gift of it for fitness to
do public business. The Alberta
j ministers were all very capable f
slowly explaining what they thought
the right thing to do ,and they were
tduly. convincing. and persuasiv
| Hearing them in

That is what

1905, and their
principal opponent, a man of platform
fireworks, I concluded that he was
beaten every time, just because the
audiences digéovnted his rhedoment-
ages# and believed every word the slow,
conseientions-talking fellows uttered.
They proved te be as quick in action
as they wére steady, if rather awk-
ward, on the stamp.

Effects of Absence of Opposition.

“The absenee of partisan opposi-
tion in the assembly had various ex-
cellent effects. - First, there was no
waste of time in vituperation, accusa-
tion, suspicion, slander, and all the
malign bosh that comes from both
sides in regular, party-divided legis-
latures Thus the people were not
drawn into a long succession of imi-
[tative recriminations. ‘Hence they
kept on friendly terms with one an-
other all over the placz, and Albérta
is conspicuously alone in this agree-
able condition. .Every visitor notes it.

‘‘Again, a great deal of money was

saved by the shortness of debate in
the assembly. Electors seldom reflect
on -how ‘expensive is blatherskiting. |
Af Oftawa it costs $28 a minute|
counting all the expenses dubbed “‘for|

ical returns, paper, printing, ete., ete.,
that lrave to:be paid for in proportion
as parliament sits long, and gives its
time mostly to angry, futile conten-
tions, the Oppogition fishing for|
“scandals,” and the ministry leading|
them on into carefully planned pi?-l
falls, all to make election capiml.l
{ Moreover, the horrid practice ofj
‘blatherskiting uses wup ministers,|
o es the time they ought to be giving|
to public business, worries and wea- |
{ries them, puts some.of them out of|
| right temper for dealing carefully, un(l‘
causes many things t6 be ‘rushed’ in-}
stéad . of Jong ‘meditated. - From all|
these evils the Alberta people set|
themselves free by their uni-pacty
system. They saved, for expenditure
on publi¢ works, and on the promo-
tion of“agriculture, a great deal of
imoney. It cannot be too much in-
sisted on that the system leaves good
men free to do good work.

The work was well done all round.
The one lawyer of the midistry, Mr.
C. W. Cross, a man in his early thir-
ties, soon showed that that govern-
ment did not mean to palter with
“interests’ which conceived them-
selves powerful to affect votes. He
solved the long-neglected problem of
compelling the C.P.R. Co. to pay
taxes. ‘He smashed a strong “‘lumber
| combine,” thus freeing the prairie
settlers from the heavy incubus of
high prices for mongpolized house-
building material. He émforced law
and order all over thg wast tract so
periectly that Alberta is a , model
provipgee -in that most jmportant re-
spect. He abolished saloons, apd Te-
duced the number of urban anc ru_ral
licenses so greatly that temptation
to drink is very little befere the young
or old. He took up fhe Dominion
government’s ‘‘Sunday.  -Act, and
made it just gs perfectly bgndmg on
railways - as on grog-dealing drug
stores and laundrymen. {The “bad
man’’ was everywhere ‘defied, jumped
on. serunched, hammered, run ,out.
A huge region of. frontfer is there as
peaceful as Commonwealth avenue.

Tax on Unoccupied Lands.

“With much ingenuily a_smart tax
on the unoccupied lands of s egula-
tors was so levied that it appfies pro-
vincially only outside of schoel 'dis-
triets, while any such land in school
districts hes to pay to the sebool. A
novel law eampels in Alberta:the reg-
istration of agreements for land ,sales,
thus stopping some rogues In the
practice of selling the game. tragct more |
than once, giving several deeds, and,
then skipping with the progeeds. Ex-
cellent mechanics’ lien and compen-

sation for injuries aects were estab-

ty or /lished, so that the unpaid or, the in-‘

legislation,” and all the services, cler-|

jured can and do get speedy remedy.l_‘l’ﬂE.mmNG OF

New district courts and connected
officials  bring justice actively to ev-
ery part. ' Industrial sechools for the
juvenile misled or.criminal were set
up promptly; public charities created,
though t?]ere is small need for them;
and every appropriate item of ad-
vanced civilization - brought . into ef-
fective. action.

“‘Fipally the young attorney-general
has taken up the very important bus-
iness of eompelling the C.P.R. Co to
pay taxes on its wild lands. Twenty-
five million acres were granted to that
company by way of subsidy, about
1880. These lands were not to be tax-
able locally during twenty years from
grant, When the local antherities of
the prairies tried to tax the C.P.R.
holdings, the company pleaded that
such eollection was barred until twen-
ty years after each zsepara@ section
or tract had been patented to. them
by the crown. This contention was
held good by the judicial committee
of the British privy council, the Can-
adians’ court of final appeal. Mr.
Cross has since gone into the whole
question. He believes that the case
vs. C.P.R. was not duly presented.
He has a lot of new points, and will
bring them before the courts.  Hence
the importance to Alberta of retaining
the services of him and his colleagues.

“To enumerate the proceedings - of
the uni-party ministry of Alberta
could . but worry Transcript readers,
Enough to observe that 1,300 schools
and a Provincial University have been
set going; that every region has been
provided. with roads, bridges, ferries,
and, rather wonderful to relate, a rap-
idly extending and most efficient
cheap govenment telephone serviee,
which pays, and is a first-rate as well
as a most popular investment. In
this matter Alberta led in. a course
that is being followed by all the west
Canada provinces. They buy out the
Bell Telephone cohcern, and then pro-
ceed, much to the- sellers’ amazement,
to improve the system, and yet make
it profitable. So much for the much
ridiculed idea that some important
public facilities can best be supplied
by the public.

The Main Industry.

“As Alberta’s main industry is
arming, its promotion came in for
much ministerial attention. Cream-
eries were not merely. promoted, but
run by the government. Poultry,
grain, breeding animals, herds, meth-
ods of farming, all were liberally
looked to. An Alberta farmer can in-
sure his crops against hail much more
cheaply with the government than
with private insurance concerns. It
is simply amazing to observe how the
“plowmen, choppers and fishers’’ who
“constitute the state”—to use Emer-
son’s words—are up to date in the
methods of sane eollectivism.

“Finally, money ior ail these sound
proceedings was sufficiently found
without taxing private Albertans one
cent provincially. For schools and
purely local improvements they tax
themselves a good deal, municipally,
but they get provineial “‘grants in
aid.” Railways, licenses,  corpora-
tions dealing in public facilities, ete.,
supply the $600,000 of provincial tax-
ation, and the rest of the Alberta rev-
enue comes from Dominion subsidies,
on the peculiar Canadian system.

What is especially remarkable in Al-|

berta, where the premier, Mr, Ruther-
ford. is Treasurer.as well. as-Minister
of Education, is that minute enquiry
from many persons last October, when
I was there, failed to find one allega-
tion that the public money was not
nonestly and most thriftily expended.
Such is an effect of choosing good
men, and putting them on their hon-
our. ~This is the uni-party system,
and mighty good business. Tt has so
established the credit of Alberta that,
if she should desire to borrow for, or
guarantee aid to her newly projected
branch ailways, she could ovrtaiply
get money loaned at the lowest ruling
rate.”

ESQUIMALT IS CANADA'S.

This N2val Base Was Transferred to
Canada Three Years Ago.

Ottawa, Jan. 12—Major General Si¢
Percy Lake, military adviser of the
Canadien government, was seen in
regard to today’s Canadian Associai-
ed Press despatch from London re-
garding tae transfer of Esquimalt. to
Canada. His answer was that there
must be some confusion of ideas in
London as to the matter. Esquimalt
was transferred to Canada three years
ago, and he had not heard of any pro-
posal to make any further change
i It may be. he szid, that there

since.

{ has been some hitch over the trans-

fer of naval yards, but as te that Sir
Percy has not had eny information.

Will Decline Pardons.

Washington, Jan. 12—At the ses-
sions of the exeecutive council of the
American Federation of Labor which
bzgan here today one of the most im-
portant matters that wiil be taken up
will be the sentencs imposed by Jus-
tice Wright on S8amuel Gompers, John
Mitchell and Frank Morrison, all of
whom are officers of the Federation.
It is expected that the sessions will
continue throughout the week. It is
stated that the sentence will be fought
by the three officers and that they
will deeline pardon by, President
Rooseveit if he should take such ac-
tion. Labor organizations and indi-
viduals in _all parts of the -United
States and Canada have sent letters of
protest and a million dollar defence
ftund can he raised, if necessary, it is
~:l]|l4

Oifered Bribe to Break Pledge.
Portland, Ore., Jan. 12—The Re-

publican state senators say that with-
in the past 24 hours they have been
offered bribes to break their pledge
to vote ior the candidate for the Un-
ited States senate who wes the choice
at the preliminaries. This candidate
s (Govermor Chamberlain. To one
pledged Republican the offer of -$15,000
was made provided he would net vote
for Chamberlain. This offer, the sen-
ator says, was made bv a man he,has
kpown ior years and who has Deen
considered eminently honorable in
Portland.

Saw .Off in Newfoundland.

St. Johns, Nfid., Jan. 12.—It is un-
derstood that all the election petitions
have been abandoned by mutual con-
sent. On February 4, when it s
is thought the legislature will con-
vene, the parties will be tied.

zEQMONTON. BULLETIN, FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 1909.

" ‘FINAL SESSION

Continued irom Page One.)

ering this work. Many puglic build-
ings have been completed or are in the
course of erection.. A good beginning
has been made of the future home oi
this .assembly upon the hill above us.
{ The revenues of the province have
been handled - by the treasury with
economy and accuracy.

Education has been faciltated all
over the province. A large number of
new school districts have been organ-
ized and the interests of higher edu-
cation have been materially advanced.

The Agricultural Department.

he _agricultural department has
availéd-itseli of the machinery placed
at its disposal by various aects and
has materially assisted in the develop-
ment of the wealth of the country. Co-
operation both in the produection and
marketing of the principal agricultural
products has brought substantial re-
turns to <he pockets of the farmers.
The fight against weeds, fire and other
enemies has been carried out un-
flinchingly to the general good.

Administration of justice has been
facilitated and simplified by the Su-
preme end. District Courts acts. Many
who had previously to. make long and
expensive journeys to obtain judicial
adjustment of their affairs now have
courts held periodically almost at their
jdoors,

Jverywhere the new provincial ilife

hich is stirring so strongly around
us has bgert"guided and .iostered.

I feel assured that the measures
which I have mentioned, together with
others which may be introduced, will
receive your most careful considera-
tion and that your deliberations will
conduce, as in the past, to the pros-
perity: and well being of th eprcvince

SECOND DISASTER IN
MINE IN ONE MONTH

Terrifi¢ Explosion. in° Mine of Pocahontas
Coal Company in West Virginia Be-
lieved to Have Resulted in Death
of Over One Hundred Miners—Diffi-
culty of Obtaining Details.

Richmond, Va., Jan. 12.—Over c(ne
hundred miners are believed to have lust
their lives today as the result of ,an ex-
plosion in. the Lick Branch mine, of the

Pocahontas Consolidated Coal company at
Switchbank, about 20 miles from Bluefield.
West . Virginia.. The explosion which is
th> second that has occurred in the mine
inside of a month, took place at about
830 o'cleck this morning, but owing to
the inaccessibility of the mine it has been
impossible up to a late hour tonight to
obtain accurate information as to the
cause of the explosion or of the number
of casulties. Ten bodies were rocovored
this cvening. All. were badly . mutilatd

who were in the mine at the time of the
explosion escaped.

The terrific force of the explosion may
{b>» judged from’the ‘fact that fragments
of human bodies' and debris were blown
from both exits of the mine which are four
miles apart om each side of a mountain.
From one entry, there was thrown out a
massive electric motor. * On the Tug 1'ver
side, the flames destfoyed small limbs of
trees growing near the mouth. The moun
tain tremibled from the tremendous de-
tonation and swayed the forest trees upon
it.

Mine Foreman Bowers, who was near
an - entrance, was. blown bodily to the
mouth and crawled to safety. Robt Smith,
miner, was also blown toward the entrance
and escaned by crawling. A miner named
Halliday was blown from his feet, not
far from an entry. A rescue party rush-
ed in to save him, but were driven back
by the deadly gas fumes and were com-
pelled to leave Halliday to his fate.
Among the men who perished were twenty
Iuhm:ors, engaged in clearing away the
debris from the other disaster. Several
men not disabled were kent at work pump-
ing fresh air into the mine, hut the ox
perts sav that there is no chance of sav-
ing a single man.

Th= only cause assigned for the ex
plosion is that some one of the foroign
miners may have entered the mine with
an open lamp. At the time of the ex-
plosion it is said the greater part of t'e
day shift had entered the workings. It
is believed that many who escaped the
direct result of the explosion has been
imprisoned in the mine by falling walls.

It is stated that the mine was examined
early today before the new shift went to
work and that it ‘was reported to be per-
fectly safe. In spite of this, however,
soon after work was begun the explosion
occurred with a death list: that will pro-
bably far exceed that of the last explos:
ion, which occurred on December 23. Up
to that time the Ligck Branch had been
regarded as a model mine.

U.S. TRUNK LINES PROTEST.

Canadian Pacific Railway Running off
With Their Traffic.

New York, Jan. 12—The members of
the executive committee of the trunk
lines met in conference today with the
traffic officials of the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Railroad at the of-
fice of the Trunk Line Association to d°s-
cuss the complaint of the trunk lines
against the New Haven’s participation in
the Canadian Pacific Despatgh line,
which has been geiting a good “deal of
the traffic which, until recently, went
over other lines. The conference ad-
journed without definite action. Anether
meating will be held in February. The
concurrence of the New Haven in the
Canadian Pacific Despatch’s differential
rate, and the fact regarding the extent
to which the traffic was diverted from
other lines, were recently made the sub-

of the Trunk Lines Association. It was
| found that a considerable amount of the
traffic from the New York and southern
{ New England districts, which was form-
levrl_\' moved west over other lines, had
béen obtained by the New Haven and
Canadian . Pacific by reason of the lower
rates charged by the Canadian Pacific
“Despatch.

Earthauake Fel‘{ in Cuba.

Havana, Jan: 12—The seismograph |if this was not acceptable the ecity
several | would definitely proceed with its own
The most se-|power scheme for which tenders have

ot Belenui City registered
shoeks, this ‘morning.
vere occurred ot 4.48 a.m. and 6.59
a.m. A bulletin states -that the seis-
mic, wave of Dec. 28th, which wrought
havoe in Southern Italy, was of but
half the -duration of the one today,
but it was of greater amplitude.

and it is believed that none of the men!

ject of inguiry by a special committee
|

FOSTER'S WEATHER FORECAST.

He Predicts Great Cold Wavé and Bliz-
zard at' End of Month.

Washington, D.C., Jan. 13—Last bulle-
tin gave forecists of disturbance tec cross
continent 7 to 11, warm wave 6 to 10,
cool wave 9 to 13. This disturbance was
expected to cause a great rise in temper-
atures,the warm wave reaching meridian
%0 about 9, to the followed by rain -or
snow and falling temperatures hut not a
cold wave.

Next disturbance will reach Pacific
coast about 11, cross Pacific slope by close
of 12, great central valleys 13 to 15, eas-
tern states 16. Warm wave will cross
Pacific slope about 11, great central val-
eys 13, eastern states 15. Caol wave will
cross Pacific slepe about 14, great cen-
tral -valleys 16, eastern states 15. Cool
wave will cross Pacific slope about 14,
great central valleys 16 _eastern states 18.
Thiv\- disturbance .will come during a
pe‘}'unl of moderate temperatures, but
:I\'t(»:ly:]pe"‘;::::'r}-‘flwi‘flm‘h”";\ \\"1!1 be severe.

el I1. go above the normal
as this disturbance approaches, -and then
a great ccld wave and Dblizzard. This
great cold wave will not reach Texas
()klahoma and western Colorado bhut ii‘
v\‘l]l‘r:‘;lvh Manitoba, the Dakotas. Mis
souri and Illinois and the countrv 1;’in0
east of those states. A cool wave and .pc:
’\];:]Y w;m' snow will reach northern

xas about 17 } res -1
g lagli:m'mf temperatures wil]

m :

Ihfa Ohio valley and all the states and
provinces east of a line drawn from win-
nipeg te St. Lounis will get a bad cold
wave a little later than méntioned for
the Winnipeg, St. Louis line. This dis-
tu‘rl');.mm promises heavy rains or snows
within = 500 niiles of

a line drawn frc
Houston, Texas > b
on, Texas, to Montreal, Canada.

Nnt_ S0 much precipitation fcr Pennsyl-
vania, New York, Maryland. and the New
England states, iy

The great planet Jupiter has been in
r-untx:ul of our weather since the first
of November and his control will con-
tinue to end of February, but Mercury
nﬂdv 111,_‘ moon will have something to do
with distributing Jupiter’s electric

gies ener-

i D
EFFECT oOF DEPRESSION.

Exports to and Imports From Britain
Show Falling Off.

”Lnnrlﬁn. January 13.—Following are
¢ amounts and values of impor
from Canada Sty it
totals for the year 1908
Amounts. Values.
11,187 £180,219
150 239
,207,895
208,400
20,660

Cattle - .,
Sheep.. .. ..
Wheat (cwts)
Flour (cwts)
Peas (cwts). .
! Bacon (cwts) 45,589 118,840
Hams (cwts) .. ..  13.477 37457
| Butter (ewts) .. .. 61 253
i Cheese (owts) .. 88,008 265,523
| Eggs, gt. 100’s. . 14,369 7.240
tHorses-.. .. .. .. 21 850

Total imports for the year 1908:
Amounts, Values.
121,075 £2,066,297
: 12,167 19.439
..14,442,175 911,173
1,705,532 890,700
168,110 76.617
..1,004,126 2,518,222

321,463

9,887

i Cattle.
{Sheep .. .. ...
i Wheat (ewts) .
Flour (cwts)
' Peas (ewts)..
Bacon (cwts)..
{Hams (cwts)
{ Butter (cwts) 47 877
Cheese R 1,541,562
B s e e 50,354
Horeesa: .. <. .. . 167 8,916
| Grand total value of imports from
i Canada was £593,140.723, a decrease of
about fifty-two millions, compared
with  1207. Exports to Canade
tamuumed to £377,219,5679, a decrease
of about forty-eight millions.

4,555,751

C.P.R. SECURES WISCONSIN.

Report That Canadian Railway Has
Acauired U.S. Road.

Chicago, Ill., Jan. 13.—The Ex-
aminer prints the following tomorrow,
having obtained the information from
a source regarded as absolutely au-
thentic:

“The Wiseonsin Central Railway
changed ownership teday. The op-
tion which a well-known broker and
a not less-known financier had on a
majority of the company’s capital
stock has been exercised, and the road
will be turned over to the Canadian
Pacific, which had employed the two
negotiators referred to. The deal, de-
tails of which will be given out offi-
cially soon, guarantees the four per
cent. dividend on the proferred issues
declared bv the directors a few weeks
ago. Obviously the guarantee clause
ihas been the cause of the: further ad-
vance in the preferred stock. On the
day of the dividend announcement the
price attained 63, which was theught
to be the maximum for an unseason-
ed dividend payer. But the Cana-
dian Pacific’s guarantee explaing the
further rise. The stock was one of
the few exceptions to the weakness
that prevailed in the market till the
final hour, when the wezk lines be-
came rarities, In the morning the
professions seemingly had a free field
and hand. Wisconsin Central rose
irom 76% to.79.”

KING ALFONSO TO FLY.

He Wants to -Be ‘First Monarch to
Navigate an Eeroplane.

Paris, Jan. 13.—Alfonson, the King
| of Spain, has aequired ‘one of the
{ Wright models and is soon to become
‘a pupil of Wilbur Wright. Alionso
has an ambition to live in history as
i the first monarch who ever navigated
| the air as pilot of his own aeroplane.
i\Vhon he has finished his course of
| instructions under Wright he means
ito travel about the immediate neigh-
borhood ef Madrid in-an aercplane
instead of an automobile. TRepre-
sentations made by court-officials res-
pecting the risk of his life have had
no effect upon him, as the King takes
much pride -in being up-to-date in
matters of sport.

Winnipeg's Power Problem.

| Winnipeg, Jan. 13—The civic power
| committee met this morning, on the
request of the board of trade, to give
the street railway company a final
opportunity for putting in an amerid-
ed offer oi power, it being stated that

already been let. However, the com-
mittee has edjourned wuntil Saturday,

e e
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Under the Name the United Farmers

Membership of 5,000.

To. the tune of “For they are jolly

during December, with |

536,584 |
110,086 |

24,786 |

good fellows,” the delegates to the
T AF.A. convention welcomed the
Canadian Society of Equity delegates
in Mechanjes Hzlt, Thursday morning
and  successfully consummated the
! long-looked-for amalagation. With a
' total membership of 5,000 farmers, the
| most important organization in the
| province w hereafter be known as
| ““The United Farmers of Alberta.”
"Joshua Fletcher was moved to the
chair pro tem. and E. J. Fream acted
as secretary.

It was fitting that Hon. W. T.
Finlay, minister of agriculture, should
be the first to address the union con-
vention. Mr. Geddes humorously
suggested that now the ibride had
come, the presence of the minister
was all that was necessary to effect
the matrimonial bond between the
two organizations. Mr. Finlay rose
to the occasion. He said that the
present was one of the happiest mo-
ments he had experienced in his offi-
cial capacity. He felt that the {
mers of Alberta, now that they wer
united, could all look forward to one
leader. His absence the previous
evening was unavoidable, but he wea
glad that he had put it off, in order
to speak on such an appropriate
casion.

“God speed the unity which has
risen among you,” said Mr. Finlay,
“and may your success in the future
as farmers of Alberta be even greatet
than in the past.”

Mr. R. C. Owens made a warm
speech as a member of the amalga-
mated organization. He pleaded for
the support of the agricultural socie-
ties all over the provinee and hoped to
see a travelling lecturer to promote
organization work.

The election of officers was
undertaken. Votes by prc were
disallowed and 1
officers were to be unlimited. James
Bower, of Red Deéer, was elected pr
i sident and Rice Sheppard, of Strath-

4
tnen

| cona, vice-president The remaining |
appointed when the

officers will be
convention meets
business.

This afterncon the invitation of Pre-

again for

mier Rutherford to attend the opening !1

of the fourth session of the !
Legislature was acted upon. Ti
tire delegation met at the hal
and proceeded to -the
buildings in a body.
that the convention
re-assemble this aft
four and five o’clock.
| probebly be held for the
of the week.
Discussion on Amalgamation.

The question paramount in
minds of the A. F. A, delegates at
afternoon and evening
Wednesday was -that
tion with the Canadian Society of
i Equity. -The convention had thc
draft constitution before them and ev-
!ery delegate came from the branch so-
cieties with the intention of support-
|ing it on general principles. but on
the other hand. therc was hardly a
delegate who did not have instruc-
iions ‘to cbject to certain clauses of
the proposed constitution. The result
was that when the question came be-
fore the convention there were the
most diverse opinions as to how it
should be handled. President Fletch-
oer had a mtost unenviable task in his
efforts to keep control of the meeting.
Anticipating a strenuous session he
pleaded at the

remaindel

session on

amalgama-

the delegates and for the most careful
of the question. It cannot be said

heeded. At times three motions with
numerous amendments were before
the meeting at once and {requently

have the floor at the same time.

The first point made was the unan-
imous vote -that the constitution te
accepted on general principles. Then

and the Alberta Farmers’ Association Join Forces.
Agriculture Present to Cement Union.

AMALGAMATION OF FARMERS’
ASSOCIATIONS CONSUMATED

of Alberta, the Society of Equity
The Minister of
The New Organization Has

came the question whether it be aec-
cepted in its entirety or amended.
Every delegate wished to see the con-

| summation of the-union of the two

organizations, but for two hours there
was a tumultuous dcbate as. to.ithe
constitution. Not one specific objec-
tion was made to the clauses of -the
constitution and it developed : that
there was in reality no serious ebjec-
tion.

At six o’clock a standing vete was
taken as to whether the constitution
be accepted as drafted. This carried
almost unanimously, Those objeeting
demanded a vote by ballot and -an ad-
journment was made until- the even-
ing session, when the vote was taken

When the delegates returned in the
evening they had digested the debate
of the afternoon. The ballot, which in-
cluded all votes by proxy, resulted
in the acceptance of the constitution
by a vote of 101 to 14.

Vote Made Unanimous.

The poll was announced with great
enthusiasm and on the generous mo-
tion of D. Warner of Edmonton and
Thos. Weoliord oi Cardston, the vote
was made unanimous.

most ‘magnanimous spirit was

red for the -remainder of the
seszion.  One after another,
“kickers” withdrew their ob-
jections in humordus speeches, and
one and al ailed the new organiza-
tion, “The Uniied Farmers of Albér-

ourt, deputy minis-

re, addressed the gath-
mgratulited the A. F. A,

( which they had
ings were com-

a) rmers of Alberta
r prospect i a united or-
and with 1 roerket fagil-
es on the Pacific op~ring up, and

with thei
ganizatior

it

nominations {for !

regular | an

outset for self re-|
straint and self control on the part of|

consideration of every possible phase)

that the first part of his plea was|

three and four delegates claimed to|

giving access ¢reat markets oi
world bt} stern route. The
i : yached on the
rincial depfirtment of

th special reference ‘o

ring school and the short

urse at Lacombe. This

was received with en-

closed Secretary
inmunication from

the C. 8. of E.
committee of three
be appointed to
t a mmitte from the
sister orgeniz to -arrange for the
joint conventi This was done and
the committce was given instruetions
to meet ibe other eommirice on the
following morning 21t o’elock
Iznnl arrang~ fc \ meeting
| which was held this morning at nine
{ 0’clock.
i Refused to put Vote.
| An interruption was made in the
day’s procecdings owing to the presi-
dent refusinz {5 put a vote to the
house until he had received the*-re-
port of the credential committee.
While waiting for this an important
discussion was held on the question
of compulsory hail insurance. The
general feeling of the meeting seemed
to be expressed by D.-Warner of Ed-
monton, who cautioned farmers
against placing a tax on themselves.
He said that the reason he came to
Alberta from Nebraska was so that
he might be free from a burdensome
taxation. Rice Sheppard took up the
economics phase of the question and
declared himself as entirely opposed
to it.

Secretary’s Annual Report.

The annual report of the secretary
was laid before the convention as fol-
lows:

Gentlemen: Ycur officers have to re-
{ port a very successiul year in the history
of the soiety. ~Several important mat-
ters have been taken up and are now be-
i fore the public.

{gates passed a resolution relating to the
 government pork packing system.  This

| At the last annual convention the dele-

| (Continued on Page Four).

Capital
and Surplus
$6,350,000

Now is the time to open
a good begiuning, add to

reserve, ready for
unexpected expenses.

of Canada
$34,000,000

Make
it as the proceeds of the
year's work come in, and you will have a comfortable

likely-looking
$1 opens an account. &

THE BANK FOR THE PEOPLE

EDMONTON BRANCH

. C. ANDERSON., Manager.

INCORPORATED 12885

ANK

Total
Assets

a Savings Account.

investments or

HEAD OFTICE, TORONTO

B. E. WALKER, President ?
ALEX. LAIRD, General Manzger

COUNTRY BUSINESS '

banking business.

BANKING BY MAI

when the case for the company will
e personally presented by President
William Mc¢Kenzie, who will arrive
from Toronto for that purpose.

this way with equal facility.

o o M

R

THE CANADIAN BANK
OF COMMERCE

ESTABLISHED 1887

Paid-up Capital, $10,000,000
Reserve Fund, - 5,000,000

Branches throughout Canada, and in the United States and England

=very facility afforded to farnrers ana
others for the transaction of their

Sales notes will be cashed or taken for collection.

Accounts may be opened by mail, and
monies depesited or withdrawn in

115

iEDMONTON BRANCH, - T. M. TURNBULL, Mana ger

\

R I WY MY Y W R G RAE

e

e

O R

e A e Y

S

S




