HE STAONG MAN OF GREECE

M.ELEUTHERIOS VENIZELOS
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In the present tangle of
politics there is one name that stands
out far above all others. M. Venizelos
has been ranked as one of the leading
statesmen of the time, and rightly so,
as he towers head and
ahove any of his colleagues in East-
ern Europe, and for loftiness of pur-
pose and purity of ideals he stands as
high as any man in Europe. The pos-
ition he occupies now is all the more
remarkable when compared with that
he occupied at the outset of his car-
eer, and the almost insuperable diffi-
culties he had to overcome are con-
sidered. Insuperable they would have
been to most men, but in him dwelt
the indomitable spirit of patriotism
which drove him ahead, and enabled
him to triumph over all obstacles.
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ister of Finance in the local govern-
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but in that capacity he soon|
came into collision with Prince George
of Greece, the High Commissioner,
with whose ideals and methods ot
governance he had no sympathy. He|.
was an advocate of Cretan autonomy
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again took to the hills and orgamzed:
the party of revolt to such good pur- E
in spite of
the support of the Concert of Europe,!
was compelled to leave the island.
Venizelos then returned to guide thei
destinies of Crete, which he controlled

doing so had to combat the intrigues |
It was
then that he really had his first mtro~!
'duction to the politics of Europe, and‘
he soon showed that he was an adept.

In 1909 Greece was in a parlous
state and on the brink of revolution.
She had not yet recovered from the
flasco of 1897. Her administration,
her army, her navy, were all sunk
Her Royal fam-
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Venizelos then proceeded to a thor-
ough reform of the internal condi-
tion of Greece, and succeded beyond
At the same
timehe was brought still further into
but
his Cretan experiences stood him in
good stead, and he was able to a

large extent to frustrate the attempts

on the part of various Powers o keep
the Balkans in a state of ferment.

In order to further strengthen the
Balkans against European intrigues he
participated in the plan of forming a
Balkan League. He was quite willing
tht Turkey should enter this League,
but soon found he could make no pro~
gress in that direction. He then ap-
proached Bulgaria, and finally suc-
ceeded with her, but only on account
of his extreme broadmindedness ire
entering into the agreement without
any guarantees as to the division or
any territory that might be taken from
Turkey without which nothing coula
have been achieved with Bulgaria. It

idea of the Balgan League was prim-
arily to ensure the solidity of the

Balkans, yet without Turkey the first

to combine against that country.

Venizelos accepted the invitation.
and entered the Greek Parliament. The
ask before him was enormous, but
he set to work boldly, and soon ob-

tained the support of the people. Onca |

that was secured he never again lost
it, though he often carried out meas-
ures which were dead against the
wishes of his supporters. He refused
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thing the League would do would be
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Army in that and
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ot
Venizelos’s
in the
His conduct ot
had a much greater chance of ‘the negotiations both in London ana
in
in the eyes of Europe as one of her lead-

| tic spirit as himself, and this has of-

{He is almost too chivalrous to his
opponentt yrhen they' are down_ At|#

\ing statesmen. A truly astounding
caree, his success in European poli-
tics is all the more remarkable that
he had never been out of the Balkans
until after the first Balkan war. His
attendance at the Conference of Lon-
don afforded-his first opportunity ot
visiting France and England. French
he learnt in the course of his law
studies; of other languages besides
Greek he had no ‘acquaintance: but he
employed his spare time, while out
as an insurrectionary, in teaching him.
self English and German, in spite of
the fact that he had no one with whom
he could speak those languages.

What is the secret which has en-
abled this quite obscure man to ob-
tain this pre-eminent position? M.
Take Jonescu, the leading Roumani-
an statesman, once asked him this
question. “I have always told my cit-
izens the truth, and the whole truth,
and I have always been ready at an»
moment to relinquish my power with-
out the slightest regret,” was his re-
ply. These characteristics mark him
off at once from the ordinary run ot
statesmen, and there is nothing in his
career which does not completely con-
firm his statement. He is inspired by

der Greek rule, thus giving Greece
her true place in the world. . He pos-
sesses an extreme broadness of out-
look, which enables him to look f.r
ahead, and see each crisis as it ap-
pears in its proper perspective. e
ic filled with the true burning spiri.
of the patriot, and his wonderful per
sonal magnetism has enabled him to
inspire his people with his own feo,
ings. and to sway them to do what
he wishes. He has given manyv no:-
able examples of this power.

At the very outset of his career|
in Greece in 1909 the popular demand
was that the General Assembly should |
become permanent, but he, feeling thay |
that would be too strong an attack |
on the dynasty, whose existence was |
really vital to Greece in the long run,
insisted that the Assembly should bec
only revisicnary. This resolute at-
titude came as a great surprise to
the Athenian crowd, who were ac- |
customed to politicians who followea |
the popular demand rather than op-
posed it. '‘But Venizelos succeeded
in carrying them with him, at the
same time firmly establishing himsel:?
in their esteem, a position which
he has never since lost. Again, tho
himself a Cretan, he refused to allow
the Cretan deputies to enter the Greek
Parliament, in the face of public opin-
ion, since he knew such a
would inevitably lead -to war
Turkey, for which the time
vet come..

course
with
had no»

Another great:achievement was the
change he wrought in Greek opinion,
which enabled him to bring about the
alliance with Bulgaria, and thus make
the Balkan League a possibility. After
the Balkan was he again successfully
opposed public ¢pinion when he re-
fused to countenance the revolt in Ep-
irus against inclusion in Albania,
knowing that such a proceeding woula
bring down the displeasure of Europe
upon Greece and might involve the
[ loss of all she had gained in the two
wars. There have been men who
could thus withstand almost unani-
mous popular opinion, and persuade
the people to act against their will,
but in each case he has' been fully
justified in his action. It is not sur-
prising that he is now idolized as the
true founded of Modern Greece, and
the people have at eyery election sig-
nified their belief in him by return-
ing him with overwhelming majorities,
though it is as difficult to retain the
popular opinion in modern as it was
in ancient Greece.

Venizelos is a mixture of kindliness
and ruthleéssness. Animated by his
one great principle, the salvation ot
Greece, he overrides and crushes
those who oppose him in the most
reckless fashion—in fact, he ' absol-
utely ignores their existence—but,
once they are beaten and can do no
more harm to the State, he does not
pursue them further with his enmity,
but is full of a concilatory spirit.-One
great and almost fatal characteristie
he possesses which is almost inevit-
able to a spirit such as his: he deals
with his opponents a though they
were animated with the same altruis-

ten proved almost fatal to his success.

one idea, to bring all the Greeks un--

who considered that it was taking a
mean advantage of the Turks to ex-
ploit their misfortunes. He has nat-
urally made himself many enemiey,
though not so many as might bg ex-
pected, chief amongst which i
Royal in spi

fact that they owe thei

family, who,

have never fully forgiven him”for driv-
ing Prince George out of Crete.

There is no doubt that this personal
ill-will has much to do -with the at-
titude Greece has taken up in the
present crisis. M. Venizelos has been
from the first insistent that Greece
should join the Allies. He has never
before him the vision of all the Greeks
united under Greek rule, and he knew
that only by joining .the Allies woula
the incorporation of a large part ot
Greek Asia Minor into Greece become
possible. He was willing to make
large concessions to Bulgaria, and, as
in the case of his former agreement
with Bulgaria, to join in without any
guarantees from the Allies as to the
ultimate division of the spoil. But
the King and the heads of the Army
the broad outlook of Venizelos, they
were conviced of the ultimate victory
of Germany, and thought its policy ot
no guarantees, successful though it
was on one occasion, was too risky to
be adopted on this. Why Venizelos
paid any attention to the King is not
quite clear as yet. The King has no
!power to interfere in such a case, ana
Venizelos had only to get the sanc-
tion of Parliament to his wishes,which
;he could easily have done, since the
| people were of his way of thinking.

and would probably have agreed to
|the surrender Cavalla at his persua-
|sion bitterly though they dislike the
'idea. Once Parliament had agreeq,
|the King would have been powerless.
M. Venizelos did not adopt this plain,
|for reasons best known to himself,
ibut we may be sure that in pursuing
|the course he did he was working for
’the best interests of the State. He is
inow back again in power. What hig
!next move will be no one knows, but
nt is certain that ultimately Greece
| will be found fighting on the side of
{the Allies.

Fishermen !

Get Smallvood’s Hand-mad:
Tongue Boots, Wellington’s
High and Low Three Quar-
ter Boots. These Boots have
been tested and proved to
be waterproof. y who?
By the Fishermen who have
worn them. _

P.S.—All our Hand-made
Boots have the name Fred
Smallwood on the Heel plate.
Beware of Imitations!

F. Smallwood,

The Home of Good Shoes.

Thoughltnl People

Are stretching their
Dollars by having

‘B us renovate the old
garments, and make
up remnants of §
cloth.

AOSOLEY'S EAST END THEATRE.

St. John’s Leading Vaudeville, Dramatic and Picture Theatre.

Grand Re-Opening, August 16th, at 7 p.m.

- WITH THE AUSTRALIAN MERRY MAKERS.

THE RUSSELS--Jack and Olive.

DON, THE MOST MARVELLOUS TRAINED DOG IN THE
WORLD.
OLIVE RUSSELL, LADY BARITONE. A WONDER.
JACK RUSSELL, AUTHOR AND SINGER “CANADA’S
REPLY TO THE WORLD.”

ALL NEW. PICTURES

For the children THE ROYAL PUNCH AND JUDY SHOW.
New acts every matinee by Punch and Judy.

NOTE—This same Punch and Judy show, was shown by
the Russells, before the children of royalty in London, as was
Don, the Trained Dog,

L S S _-.—--‘

aC. GRESCENT Picture Palace 5c.

‘“The Blue FEme

A Detective Drama in 2 reels, introducing Dick Little,
Secret Service Operative.

“It’s a Bear’’
< . » An Edison Comedy Drama.

‘“The Banker’s Double

The story of a big bank robbery.

“A BARGAIN TABLE CLOTH” & “BUTTING IN”
Are Two screaming comedies.

HARRY COLLINS—Irish Tenor—Singing latest
Ballads and Sing Hits.

3%~ (Good Music—A Cool and well ventilated Theatre.

COAKER
ENGINES

are THE BEST Motor
Engines for Fishermen

W. F. Coaker, Esq., M.H.A.,
President Fishermen’s Union
Trading Company Limited.

Dear Sir,—

Last Spring I purchased a 6 h.p.
COAKER Engine which has given me
every satisfaction.

I certainly consider it the best
Motor Engine for fishermen to-day on
the local market.

With my trap boat I am able to
make seven knots an hour. Last Sum-
mer I had my trap set four miles
away and I made two trips-daily with
three dories in tow, and never had the
slightest mishap.

I would adivse any fisherman

who requires an Engine that can be

_operated easily and give good results
to buy a 6 h.p. COAKER Engine.

Yours truly,

WALTER HILLIER.

.. Point-aux-Gaul, Lamaline,
| April 1915
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