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UNION GOVERNMENT PROGRAM

Premier Borden last week announced the
program and the general plans of the new
union government. While neither as pro-
gressive nor radical as many of 'us would have

liked; it nevertheless promises very considerable

improvement. It is a program that every
Canadian citizen can support to the utmost
In the prosecution of the war there is only
one opinion in Canada. Civil sérvicé reform
to eliminate patronage has been one of the
crying needs of Canada for many many years
With a union government in power it will be
possible to place the civil service upon a non-

political basis. The extension of the franchise,

to women we presume means something out-
side of the War Franchise Act, which will be
in force until after the next election. As this
promise is made on behalf of the union gov-
emment, the women of Canada may look
forward to being enfranchised in the very
near future.

There is one feature of the program that
will particularly appeal to- Western Canada,

_ and that is the increased taxation on war .

ts and increased taxation on incomes.
is covers two of the planks in_the farmers’
platform and if handled jn the ner  spirit
will materially improve Canada's financial
position. Another decidedly progressive feat-
ure of the program is the promise for encourage-
ment of co-operative organization among those
engaged in agriculture. This has been de-
manded of the Dominion governmént under
both political parties, but up to the present
time has been steadily declined. We imagine
we can sce in this new feature the work of
Mr. Crerar, the new Minister of Agriculture
The other plans as announced in the program
are full of promise, The most encouraging
feature of all is that this program has the
endorsation of the entire government. It is
not, therefore, of the nature of a political
premise on-which to catch votes, as is cus-
tomary with the ordinary parties just before
an election. We believe that with the calibre
of the men now composing the union govern-
ment there is évery prospect of this program
being fulfilled. - We believe it can truly be
said that this is the most progressive program
put culmby any government actually in power
in the last twenty-five years. rl is also
pleasing to notice that the premier has promised
that there will be a representative of labor
taken into the cabinet very shortly, The new
permanent committee to have charge of the
conduct of the war, and the other committee
for the conduct of the domestic policy, are
something new’ in administrative affairs in
Canada.. The new venture will be watched
with very comsiderable interest.  In the mean-
time, the new government has made a splendid
start and s deserving of the hearty co-gpera-
tion of the general public

INCREASING FOOD SUPPLY

At the meeting of the Manitoba Food Con-
trol commmittee last week the following resolu-
tion was unanimously adopted and furwarded
to the Food Controller

“Wherens all the leading suthoritios of Creat
Beitain, Fraaee and Cansda snd the Usited
Bates have denastrated that there » & e
metduus honage of faged thrughout the world,
thie shartagr being s servun ps artually to manace
the suceenn of the Allied fureen in the present
Burogean war,

“And wherens the Food Controlliy for Canads,
and Gihet erarern! Capadian sutheritme have urged
the farmers of Western Casada as 8 patrictie
duty to produce the very largest possilide erup
of wheat in 1918 10 woure sdequate fond fur the
Allied arnme pod civiban pepulstion of the Alled
cuuntrws
« "Therelore, be it resulved that the Mazitola
.'u.-l Contrdd Commities wrgently reguest the

Grain Grotwers’
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Food Contreller to impress upon the Dominion
government the importance of removing the
, customs duty immediately from all agricultural
implements and machinery, and slso automobiles
that retail st less than $1,000. The committee
firmly believes that such action would reduce
the price of agricultural implements and machinery
and cheap automobilgs, and consequently bring
more of them into use for the inereased production
of wheat in 1918. The committee also belioves
that the increase in the wse of agricultural im-
rlmn-m-. machinery and automobiles on  the
frms of Manitoba, due to the removal of the
customs duty on these
greater production of wheat than ecould be con-
scrved by any method of conservation which
m‘lx'll designed or enforced by the Food Con-

e
_ This resolution speaks clearly for itself and
15 in accord with the views of the Food Control

We are assured by authorities which leaves no
room whatever for doubt that the food
is serious. In the prairie provinces
more food per head of tion
than in any other country under sun.
This is due to the large areas and the extensive
use of machi . The great shortage of labor
cu

articles, would ecause a

gnet of the machi the e
y taking off the tariff and putting machinery
on the free list it will encourage the use of
more machinery. It is adn_;t.d-r cut,
troller and the government must face it. |
the government of Canada really, honestly,
sincerely and determinedly sets out to

the food supply, the one best method that will
sypersede in effectivencss all other and
schemes will be giving the farmers of the West
agricultural machinery-at the lowest possible
price

UNION"GOVERNMENT AND FARMERS

In some quarters there is an endeavor being
made to create an opinion that those candidates
who arc nominated on the farmers’ platform
will not be supporters of the union government.
This opigion cannot be held sincercly wherever
the farmers' plagform is clearly understood,

ared it and endorsed it. The farmers’ plat-
5umuamnnulmddxmdwhd
the utmost benefit to every section of Canada.
A union government at the present time is
highly desirable and has been welcomed by
every plerson excopt hidebound politicians and
those who are looking at their own pocket-
book. The new program of the union govern-
ment is decidedly progressive, and is ammed in
the direction of the farmers’ platform, though
following it at a considerable distance. The
first duty of Canada today is Lo take in a manly
fashion its full part in prosecution of the
war. Towards this end the organiaed fanmers
are one with every patniotic Canadian. and
for (his reason we are certain (hey will be as
one man behind the union governmment for
that purpise. To show their good aith their
capdudates have already agreed not to demand

immediately, the fulfillment of the farmens'
platform, if and when they are clected to
pariiament. The union government fs framed

on the basis of a political truce, and
ganisgd farmers, we believe, with one
are willing 1o hold firmly to that truce
the conclusion of the ‘war

But nevertheless it s highly desirable
candidates should be clected on the
platform ready to su their
in the cabinet, ready when ‘the war is
over to protect the interests of the
in dfter-the-war legislation. The strongest
uniun government would be one built on

as ners

such
umuuaulwmr the fasmens’ plat-
form, and it may be that by the time the war
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majority of the members of the government
to the principles outlined in thit platform.
At any rate we need men in parliament who
are capable of doing that educational work,

and there will be plenty of scope for their best
ability

¢ next

war loan is expected shortly. That loan will

likely be for $250,000,000 and at a rate that

will guarantee buyers a on their
one

it will necessitate the w
tion of all the Canadian : Tb‘:w."m
is absolutely necessary carrying on the
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