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The Christian Dear

The 19th Sunday after Trinity, Oct. 14, 1917

To please God! That is a goal worthy of
any man’s striving. We have to please God;
that is the ambition of "“the Christian. It is
the highest and noblest of all the ambitions
which find a place in men’s hearts.. How can
I please God? That sxmple question would
correct many distortions in our lives. Wi are
to seek to please Him, and Him only. If I
am a failure among- men but have succeeded
in pleasing God, my failure among men does
not matter. If I am a failure with God but
have succeeded in pleasing men, my success
with men is of no ‘account. I am a failure,
indeed. To please God! That is our task.
That is our supreme duty and our hxghest
happiness.

The Collect for this Sunday gives us the
O God,
forasmuch as without Thee we are not able
to please Thee.”’ Very frankly it admits that
we are incapable of pleasing God apart from
the help of God. Left to ourselves, this goal
set before us i§ an impossible one. Never by
ourselves, in our own unaided strength, can
we attain to it. This is an unpalatable doc-
trine to many in these days, but it is one
clearly taught in' Holy Scripture and by’ the
Church. St. Paul is very plain about this in
to-day’s Epistle: ‘“This I say, therefore, and
testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk
not as other Gentlles ,walk, in the vanity of
their mind; having the understanding  dark-
ened, being alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that is in them, because
of the blindness of their heart.”’ The Tenth
Article expresses the same truth when it says,
““Wherefore we have no power to do good
works, pleasant and acceptable to God, with-
out the grace of by Christ preventing
”” But let us dwell on the comforting, side
of this doctrine, - namely, {God's abundant
supply of help for us in our  supreme work

- of pleasing. Him. Let us thank Him that He

* “has not left us to ourselves, and that He doés’

- +.-not expect the impossible of .us. God never
 ~mocks, He never requires-from us more than

‘s we can .give. He has provided 'the means

' ~‘whereby we can do those things which are
- pleasing in Hig sight. He has filled our lives

“with His Grace. He has given us His Only

- <Son, in Whom He is well. pleased. “‘Thou aft

2 My be10ved Son; in Thee I am well pleased.”
Tt is in Christ that we are found pleasing to

God, and it is in His power we can do those

2 thmgs which are acoeptable to Him. It is
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the new man in Christ who is capable of thus

pleasing God. - As St. Paul says-in the Epistle
for the Day; ““that ye.put.offy concerning. the
;forxner conversation the -old man, which is
‘Corrupt - accordmg to the deceitful lusts; -and

be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and

is created in righteousness and true holiness.”’

Holy Spirit in all matters where we may be
at a loss to know what thmgs are pleasing to

Him, ‘‘Mercifully grant, that Thy Holy Spirit "
“‘aylnallthmgsmatandruleourhearti‘

: _,ﬂ‘m“gh Jesus Christ ouerord "
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that ye put-om the new man, which after God_

. And then, last of all, the Collect teaches
us to rely on ‘the rule and the direction of the

And so we pray, reahzmg Qur mablhty :
e~en to know 'what tlunés are pleasing to
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THANKSGIVING.
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In the last estimate sent out from the
Census and Statistics Office at Ottawa it is
stated "that, -although the average yield per
acre for the present year is slightly less than
that for 1916, the increase in acreage has more
than counterbalanced this, so that the esti-
mated increase in wheat is. placed at 19,851,700
bushels. In oats the increase is estimated
to be 34,290,000 bushels; in rye, 1,227,550
bushels; and in barley, 16 ,671,400 bushels.

Do we realize what these figures: mean, in
the way of food, and of strength to the Alliés?
We well remember. the anxiety of the past
spring ‘and - early summer. The continued
rains in Eastern Canada’ and thie continued
drought in the prairies made many a one fear
for the future, but just at the most crucial
time the change came. Beautiful sunshine
in the East and showers in the West trans-
formed the- whole scene. The prayers of the
faithful ‘were answered and anxiety was
changed to rejoicing.

We do not mean for our readers. to infer
that this is the 'only reason we have for
thanksgiving.. Wie realize fully that sorrow
has entered many a home, and that Canada
is a much sadder land to-day than it was a
year ago. These clouds of sorrow, though,
have their silver lining, and we can, indeed,
thank God for the spirit of self-sacrifice that
has characterized so large a percentage of our
young men in this.world crisis. .

Let us, moreover, remember the marvellous
manner in which the Motherland and the
colonies have been kept true to the great prin-
ciples at stake. In spite of political turmoil
and party strife, in spite of profiteering, and -
of labour and other troubles, the heart of the
mass of the people has remained steadfast. .

Poor Russia! Some may be mchned to
regard the situation there with despan'. It
was, indeed, a keen disappointment that she
was not able to hold her own on the Eastern
front, but let us not forget what might have
happened had the schemes of our enemies in

make us more effective mstruments in the
defence of those blessings.
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The result of the discussion at the meeting

of the Sunday School Commission at Ottaw.
re lesson scheme is, briefly, as follows:
graded lesson scheme for the main schoo
i.e., for children from nine to fourteen year
of age, was adopted on tlie understanding tha
the selection of Scripture passages should be
made to corfespond as far as possible with
those of the International graded series. In
the Junior Bible Class department the Inter A
national Improved Uniform series was
to as an optional course. The above w
agreed : to as a sort of compromise, and
remains to be seen whether it will meet t
needs of the case or not. = S

* X ¥ R w

The power p/ossessed by Provincial
latures regarding the importation of 1
was made quite clear at the rece
of the Council for Social Service; b
ture to think that it is not understc
vast majority of the rank and file of th
torate. A great deal has been said
_the duty of the Dominion Parliament

~ matter, and a great deal of blame

laid at. its door. When we' know
Provmcxal House has' the po
to’stop the mmportatnon into el
outside, but that in. practically every
power of certain influences with
vince is strong -enough to pre
being enacted to accomplish
to see which foot the 1
has been said, the 2 S
are in reality a speckdf”
making the ability to
upon the length of 'a m:
- is evxdent that m\.ieh mn

that land been allowed to succeed. In Russia,

in the United States, in Greece, in Mexico, in

Argentina, and in Sweden, the plans of the

“enemy have miscarried, or, let us rather say, ~
have been. frustrated through the grace of -

God. Wi are fighting no ordinary foe, and

each addxtnonal revelation - brings home more 3
strongly than _the previous one the dangers

through which up to the pmsent we have bm o i 17

carried in safety.
Canadians  never had

in such a Way that those who -
are’ loath~m acknowledge vine source for
" blessings are’ forced to see thnt ‘the hand of

greater cause fm' ‘
thanksgiving than they have this year. God
has bles’sed‘&& abundantly, and this faﬁt'm N

God has been guiding events during the past

years There is“a tendency, we know, mmrf

. to' make *‘P

sible’ for ‘oécurrences that are the d!uct m g
"":o'f human effort or human error, but there h,

at the same time & very great hesitation,
and acknWlodge the W
“of God.
IAtustﬁankGodforhis manybieulﬁ;u,
?—.an&atﬂwmmfetusprayﬂmm%

-on the part of many Christians, tow’f

m ;:gjrom every unwoﬂ'hy motive anJ s




