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acres might set i he streets on fire, if they coaid not the rivers.
1 he solidification of Carbonic Acid Gas excited attention 

recently, in Boston. This discovery is French, and of late 
date. Dr. Webster during the delivery of lectures at Bos
ton, succeeded in producing the article. We subjoin a no
tice.

” He first formed the gas in large quantities, which, after 
being subjected to a very great pressure in a strong vessel, 
was taken out, and exhibited in a solidified form. This so
lidified substance is somewhat like snow, plough more com
pact. It is excessively cold, so much so, that when held in 
the hand, it produces the same effect as excessive heat, and 
soon raises a hosier. After being a short time exposed to the 
air, it disappears, melting, as it were, returning to its ori
ginal slate : s a g is. Dr. Webster repealed the operation se
veral times, and handed round to the audience the freshly 
made substance. By being wrapped in cotton wool and 
kept from llie air, this could be preserved for some time.”

A Mr. Shaw, of the United States, who is described as 
the inventor of the percussion caps fur guns, has discovered, 
it is said, a mode hy which the smoke ut the vent of great 
guiw, during their discharge, can he altogether avoided. 
This smoke has been a matter of much annoyance, especial
ly on board ships of war and between decks. By ibis inven
tion, not a particle of smoke, or fire is seen, while the machi
nery is not injured by moisture, and leaves no soil after a day's 
firing. The inventor intended to submit his discovery lu 
the governments of Europe and America. By some infor
mality, it appears, he lost the privilege of a patent right to the 
percussion cap,—which has been recently introduced into mi
litary use iu England, to a great extent,—and has been su!>- 
.ititutud by Iioynl ordinance, for the old mode, in l'russia. 
— It is a curious feature in society, that a nmn will, appar
ently,sit'down ns calmly, to devise an improved mode ofdes- 
troj iug his fellow creatures, according to law, as ho would 
to any common place work.—Is this to be accounted for, by 
the dcvelopcment of the organs of destructiveness and coni- 
bativeness,—or the depression of benevolence and conscien
tiousness,—nr by the habit which men get into, in a highly 
cultivated stito of society, of, sometimes, overlooking the 
ends in the means,—and sometimes, overlooking the means 
ill the ends? A comparison of Iron and Wood, as a ma
terial for building Si earners, has been made. The advantages 
of Iron arc thus enumerated, — It is said to be, from 13 to 
*20 per cent cheaper than wood, and ts relative capacity is 
greater, 430 tons in an Iron vessel gives an equal interior to 
SOi) tons wood.—The Iron is more durable, without repairs, 
—one had been used for 16 years, and was then found clean 
and smooth.—Preservation from fire. — Preservation from ac
cident by leaks, by the division of the hold into departments, 
a-,d readiness in discovering such accident. — Freedom from 
the engine-room smell in the cabins,—and from bilge water. 
—Diminution of danger from lightning, as the whole vessel 
is a conductor.—Temperature, in warm climates.—Freedom 
Eo n in sects.—Greater power in resisting shocks in striking, 
—an iron vessel has struck, and has been bruised but cun- 
litiur J light, when a wooden vessel so situated, would have 
gone, to pieces.—Superior buoyancy.—Cheapness in cost.-—A 
few r-bj étions, no doubt, might be made in fi.vour of Wood. 
In u case of decided wreck, and breaking up, there would be 
no use in i '.';mg to the hull of an Iron vessel in Impel ol get- 
ting a plank. It might be answered, liowevi r, that lient ng ap
paratus, and materials for rafts, n iglit be prove!' d.—'! Im ad
vocates of lion insert that it will eventually lie generally 
adopted.—Ono of tlio Landers prosecuted Ins iliscovi-r.es in 
Africa on board an Iron Steamer,—a few are in u .e in the 
I -ailed Kingdom, and one has been plying 21 years un the 
Seine, France. A very interesting experiment, of, apparent
ly, more thin filling a vessel, is given in a hue .No. ul the 
Journal of Franklin institute. It is said that in “ old times” 
there was an us--,tic establishment, whose chief peculiarity 
was the observing of silence, except on extraordinary oc
casions. One day, an upp ieant for admission appeared at the 
gate, and the mendier attending, instead of giving a verbal 
answer, retired fur a moment, and returned bearing a gub- 
I brimful of water,—thus intimating, that there ins no \ i- 
cuncy for new members The person applying understood 
the sign, but stooping down, picked up a rose leaf and laid 
it c..rr.fullj on the suffice of the water,—in this manner, 
replying, that although apparently full, an addition ni ght be 
a-dm usable. The aptness of Um reply, so much in the spirit 
yf the Institution, decided the brotherhood, and the applicant

was received. The experiment mentioned ; ! v, r.u.h nio* • 
ethingly exhibits the same fu t, tint fu'ii-»» i . receive a,, - 
dilion. It is as lollows,— fill a tun V r with »i«mo spirunous 
liquor, so that it shall be on the poi ,i of ov,. dm leg. — I..!,» 
a handful of raw cotton, and i.n t i , l.e.mj 1 so, .1! f 
lions at a time. The tumbler vv ill tube the v lior, n t 
not overflow. Water would answer 1er the pn ■ -, i t
not so well is the spirit, because i; is nul aim . , , i , 
ly. A writer makes the following i -i .u1 ,

“Several theories were stated I v 
périment ; such us, that the filaii.i :< , ., • .
vacancies between tho glohuh < cl v
piinYy action the cotton nubdiwd. d ti e •' . ...
them to occupy a less space, el - . to i .1
pears to be accounted for more » : t. - : , , 1
the fluid to insinuate itself betwe n tin t i ,
and thus permit the latter to occupy no i. , »y t..
due to th. ir actual solid ly.”

Catllll, the celebrated collector .1 led. . -, , ...
riosities, &c. and painter of Iik!i..m | -itr... , , . \ v b.
recently (where he had been i xhdn.i g I i- i. ,
England, lie intends to publish bis t , v , . ,
and to exhibit bis gallery of pai-.t-e.s d : • I . , i i , 
Treasury bail directed the adn i-.-.i ill... j : i , ,
dutv. In a letter to a New Nor!, ' deer, i . . h
hopes to return to America, in In tl• r lm, ». , . .,- , ,
hid gallery, to the American Gov.inn -id, .,« ., i........ .; ., ;.
lection.

M. Magendie has been I r y ii.g ti*lvnm--n eu a l\, u 
Officer, who, for live years, «as d..,f. dm ! , .
without taste. Hearing and taste have been •, m, ,|.t ., .
covered, mid the restoration of spec, h vvas Inqu I |",n.

The following condensed paragraph gives a »tni. ng v,,« 
of the Lilclltciual reci'Urcu o/ /.u.vm

“There are in the metropolis no I, « than II », c . -, 
devoted to scientific, literary, mu! rollaler I | u-.i-. ne t. 
ing periodically, distinct fiom lilNr.ov nrd ». , m l,, -i -
lions, ufiwhn-h there is one in i very ren.i.l. , !.............
The Roval Society, extends to v\, iv ih-p.-ulo cut , l it ur I 
knowledge, its a tier l ii n is revv ic-tii-tii' to 11 . ■ nci, i,l 
str.icld-putment of eiieli. for tin study ul am; | ,,,i -, : ti.. 
are two — the.Society of Antiqou • «, m d ilNi n is i. i. -
ciptV, which, I» Confined to Cel, . ill,(I i ,| , . 1 , r i. , l.i!
history there are eight—the l.inn.-i-Mi h'.ici i , ii - /. . .
cal and F.nloniulogicsl Societies, tin J f• rin,.im En, | 
llolainc, Melropolitan, üt.iI I et m d ! n -, », , i.i n,. 
Revs! Society of llorlicn'tuie I • r . » miio.i v , i . ! ,
Altrononncal and the l r.-.nim Si- ...» ; I ; . . '• . I ■ ■ .
tieular or scientific investis.,:; n. ill - 'I ,t. i, i•. .v 
tcorologic.il Societies. Tie- Si- • tv Ai •; 4 • !» V ■ .
eOibraced Specially by it are ii .n , ii i . " le le ëil i i , .
exclusive exertions <•! the i:■ -1• :u:> - < I i11 • !, An I■ r*—«! 
Civ il F.ngineers, and the. An Iule. ti.r.il Society 'll,, (,,,
glSphical and the Geologie.d S< i i. 'ii ». 'I | i- i!.,v d . r i. <•
Literature, devoted to vhjects of liter iry re , i, b. 'i )„• J1I
Asiatic Society takes the science, largua".-, .ml . t. , • 
of the eastern continent; and the Si;, i d : . t v . i, ,
the details of all science* vv lie/e iukiU,, i.re i.r.-i —■
tile Royal, London, and I ni cd Sirvi ■ In • - ,
tares and etntrrrsizin « v nr*- ,1 n..* •
The Fi'gl:-h Agrii • dlural S . I. y . i i • j !
voted to the read : g nl | q« i* • i •! | 
medical suljec's there ..re v .1 • v . '
egl, till- lail.lle.-l .'ll d XV . .’III,I • .1.1.
limit, r. .n, H rw y i ,ii, I’. ■ . > .
ca. S.,,1: "U - lu Cell V er»„! ' , . . ......... 1
the A u al .r*, end lie* ,\, - "... , . , ,
of II < lings t ■■■" ' d I ...............................
i be *••».»,i :t i f u V v. , », .) ' ' i
..bout 17 ,< ■ ’, lie- r-i: - » < !' I
«r.<_|. In - l! il ene. I !, ■ :•!•■■ ■• v.
£41 ,'■< ), and lb» fi ne ,1 | i ; i
Royal, A:riqu ,ri:in, < i e . .
receive aid fiom governi. i . : n |
ilio Gi ugrapliie il Si n, ;v , » ■
same s;.ur< e. fl,n it- - : n .
tniifi- !i..-ti;utio:is i i th -
Unaided bv gnvernfii -lit. V - i • *
diffusion id literary mm »• i : : f.e 1 , *
poi is n rry be esliai ilad ut die !»•» i. i
lion to i l.o intcreet ntnvcd f. in an .. ' P‘•
about X-U/JOC.


