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NOT{GOD’S, BUT MAN’S
WAR, SAYS ANTON
LANG

-
Oberammergau, Bavaria, Dec. 26,
“This not God's war ; it

man's war. So long as there are

armies and 8o long as nations pre
pare, there will be war.”

So spoke Anton Lang, “Christus
in Oberammergau's world-famous
Passion Play, today, on the saddest
Yuletide the little Bavarian village
has ever known. Of her 1,800 popu
lation, Oberammergau has given 350
to the army, including Alfred
ling, the “Saint of the
who is now an artilleryman
German army.,

Lang desired that greetings be sent
to his friends in America and that
denial be made that he had joined a
machine gun company,

"I have never been to the front,’
said this bearded man whose
most nearly resembles the features
of the Saviour. “I am still alive.
Please tell my many American friends
that for me.”

And then Lang showed his visitors’
book, with the names of thousands
of his friends signed therein. One
gignature was that of the King of
Rumania. He said :

“Fifty of our people have fallen.
How shall it end ? I see no end. 1
see another spring of fighting,
bloodier than ever. And if neither
side is defeated, then more fighting,
with millions being killed and
millions of others working so other
millions shall be killed, with some of
those millions becoming rich in the
war,
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WAR CONTRARY TO GOSPEL

"I recall Christ's words, ‘Who
takes the sword shall perish by the
sword.' That doesn't mean Europe
shall perish by the sword, but I inter-
pret the phrase to mean that he who
starts war shall perish

"I would be glad if there were no
militarism in any land. Shall poison
always be used to destroy poison ?
Isn't there another method ?
not all militarism be destroyed by
international agreements ? Cannot
America take the first step 2’

Lang was told how some of
Rumania's soldiers said they did not
believe in God any more because
God would not permit such murder
as the great war has brought about.
Lang replied slowly :

“Yes, I know. I receive
letters from the front. But
this is not God’'s war; it
war. Nowhere in the Bible are
nations told to murder ; on the con
trary, the Bible says, ‘Thou shalt not
kill, but I know how the ieeling is
growing among soldiers and I fear
the war's bad effect on them.

“"Sometimes I think the war a
necessary evil. The world to
learn by experience.

"I hope America
ened by such a
there are armies
nations prepare,
Until all unite
their and
police forces, will
Fifty or sixty after
ends there may be another.
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“That is the saddest thought today.
Why has England the largest navy ?
Why has Germany the largest army ?
Because of world trade.

“"How sad it is to see Christmas
and no end to war.

“My Christmas message to America
is my fervent hope that she will do
something to bring about permanent
peace. I hope and pray that peace
of which Christ preached—peace on
earth, good will to men—will be
brought to Europe through America.

"It would be the finest Christmas
gift to the world.

"As long as people are selfish and
unsatisfied—though they have every
thing and until they follow Christ's
example, then there will be war.

“I see another spring of
with blood flowing like a
mountain stream.”

Lang was dressed in his Red Cross
uniform and had just returned when
interviewed from a cemetery, where
he had buried an officer. The face
of the famous “Christus” was placid
-4 picture of patience—but his
words revealed his own suffering.”
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CATHOLICITY IS INCREASING AT
FAST RATE IN SWITZERLAND
ADYANCING BY LEAPS

PROTESTANT CHURCH
CATHOI
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JOISM

The faith is advancing
and bounds in Switzerland, even in
the Vaudois. In the organ of the
National Protestant church, The
Semeur, a Mon Fournedord
has been writing of articles
on the present He feels
anxious, for he around him
therevivalof " Romanism.” Hethinks
this is partly due to the faults of the
Protestant system, which takes from
the Church its universal importance
with its character of Catholicism, so

by leaps

eries
tuation.

sees all

’hiu departed friend—a heroic like
ness, bearing so lifelike a resem
blance that it is said Dr. Keefe wept,
A photograph was taken of
work,
| and other friends
| including, it is
| Palmer. And all
| wonder at the
1 model
| The plans for the Murphy Memor
| ial building have not yvet been cqm -
| pleted. But it is hinted that M.
| Thomas Murphy's bust of the sur-
geon probably will grace it.—The
Catholic Sun,

|
i It was exhibited to Dr, Golden
of Dr. Murphy,
said, Mrs. Potter
were struck with
perfection of the
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that it becomes confounded with the | NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE FROM THE

State.

He finds Protestant
that stronghold of
Lausanne, imitating ‘“‘Romanism,
having “mystic hours,” during which
the service is a mixture of aestheti
cism and imitations of Catholic devo
tion and the pastor by his attitude
and gesture seeks to copy the Catho
lic priest. Then, too, there has been
such a flood of immigration from
Catholic countries that the parishes
have multiplied enormously. As an
example, the parish of St. Valentine,
which numbered four thousand Cath
olics, is now divided into four par
ishes comprising 20,000 Catholics
and many priests have to be provided
to meet this great increase.

The writer finds
of conversions sweeping Lau-
sanne and talks about " young men
and girls attracted by the pomp and
mysticism of the Roman Church.”
He admits that the Catholic Hier
archy is perfect, but " relig
ious imperialism incompatible
with liberty, truth and justice, and
asserts that Protestantism the
guardian of “ religious liberty

Providence Visitor.

churches in
Lutheranism,

also a wave
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THE SHEPHERD OF
THE NORTH

In spite of the fact that Richard
Aumerle Maher, author of the
“Shepherd of the North"” has another
book almost ready for publication
there are a great number of Catholic
readers, who so far, have not availed
themselves of the opportunity and
pleasure of reading “Shepherd of the
North,” 1In this book Mr. Maher
demonstrates his ability to create
tense situations and his work
pronounced one of the literary
of 1916,

The hero of the book Bishop
Alden, a big-brained, broad:minded,
generous man, a splendid and wholly
satisfying c acter who will appeal
to the readerimmediately on account
of the lovable qualities of his nature.
His ministrations among the people
of the Aderondack country
esteem and confldence he
and particularly of the war
wages successfully against
croaching railroad enables the
author to write with much charm.
The climax is reached in a forest fire
of gigantic proportion which
by the railroad as a means
plishing its purpose.

ured in literature
one who has seen a forest fire will
realize how true and how vivid
Father Maher's description is.

There is a secondary plot in the
“Shepherd of the North” and one
which is as dramatic as that center-
ing around the forest fire, It
involves question of honor, the
solutionof which requires not a little
ingenuity on the part of the writer.
The problems which Father Maher
raises in this connection and which
have to do with the confessional are
splendidly treated lead to
of the most powerful situations
recent fiction.

As an illustration of
Shepherd of the North was
it but necess
second edition within
a week of its appearance. It is a
book that should be in every Catholic
library and Catholic family; and
broad as such a distribution would
be then it would still be rather
limited, for while it is a novel of
Catholic appeal, it is so stirring a
story of adventure that the general
reading public irrespective of religi
ous affiliations, can find much enjoy
ment in it. RECORD READER,
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LITTLE IRISH
SCULPTOR

.

THE

Some weeks ago, Dr. John F.
Golden, Chicago, an intimate friend
of the late Dr. John B. Murphy,
called on Dr., James Keefe, another
intimate friend of Dr. Murphy, and
told him, in substance, that an eccen-
tric little Irishman had been bother-
ing him with requests to come out
to his " studio " and look at a model

GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Ottawa, Dec. 80,—His Excellency
the Governor-General as president of
the Canadian Patriotic Fund
issued the following New Year's
appeal on behalf of the Fund

Twice his Royal Highness the
Duke of Connaught appealed to the
people of Canada in support of the
Canadian Patriotic Fund. The
prompt and generous response on
each occasion proves how truly
Canada appreciates the debt which
she owes to her sons who are fight
ing for the Empire. Heavy as the
sacrifices have already the
Dominion is as determined as ever
to carry the war to a successful con
clusion and, however onerous the
burden may be, she is equally deter
mined to help the families of those
who are serving in the army
the navy. The administration
the fund been successful
and and subscribers can
be fully assured that their contribu
tions are being expended to the best
advantage.

Fifty-five thousand families, com
prising one hundred and fifty
thousand individuals, are to-day
dependent upon the fund and it is
estimated that $12,500,000 will be
required to meet the requirements of
the next twelve months.

The a large one but when
the circumstances are fully realized
I am confident that the people of
Canada will willingly contribute the
amount necessary for the {und to
continue its patriotic and beneficent
work,
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HEROIC BISHOP OF

DIES

ARRAS

Paris, December 26,
Emile Bishop Arras,
who was recently decorated by Presi
dent Poinc with
Honor for remainin in the city
during the bombardment and aiding
the soldiers and the civilian pop

Monsignor
Lobbedey, of

are the Legion of

1a
tion, has died at Boulogne-sur-Mer.

When honored by the French Goy
ernment, Bishop
his Cross of the Legion of Honor to
His Holiness Pope Benedict XV., but
the Pontiff told him to keep it in his
name. Writing to the Bishop on that
occasion, Cardinal Gasparri, Papal
Secretary of State, said The dis
tinguished honor which Your Lord
ship has received from the highest
authority of yvour country has brought
keen joy to the heart of His Holiness,
who in the
merits that of
itself.

Lobbedey offered

sees recognition of your

those of the Church

CHRISTMAS

-
WHISPERINGS ABOUT
CHILDHOOD
cent McNabb, O. P., in America
writing about
feast is over more than 1 do
Besides, all of us who had
and child friends or child
kindred were busy making gifts for
children before Christmas. I think
that we would give to children with
greater generosity grace if we
realized that we are but paying for
our schooling. The appeal of Christ
mas is a lesson with full liturgical
accompaniment, in our essential
duty of childhood ; for childhooddis
not a swift season of life that passes
away, but is an attitude of mind or
soul that should abide. All the year
long our masters, the children, are
teaching their heavenly, peripatetic
philosophy as they romp in the nurs
ery, rescue fire victims up and
down the stairs, or fly kites high into
the clouds, or play football, or leap
with a bound at nightfall from the

ETERNAL

Vir
Christmas
after the
before.
money

or

or

| deepest energy to the deepest sleep.

But at Christmas their daily lesson
gives place, as the old medieval
writers say, to a " solemnis lectio,”
a solemn ritual lesson, with all the
romantic accompaniments of cattle
and a cave !

Once I heard deep words of wisdom
from a school inspector, in a speech
he made when retiring in old age
from his life’'s work. As a father
might speak to his sons, he warned

of a bust of the great vhysician and | us younger men not to look on child

benefactor of humanity.
Dr. Keefe laughed over the
scription of the little stranger.
" Pass him to me,” he said.

de-

A day or two later Dr. Keefe began |

getting telephone calls ; then visits | there

to his office. Finally,
caller an audience.
little immigrant

he gave the

He found him a
from Cork, fifty-
four years old, named M. Thomas
Murphy. Dr. Keefe listened to
Murphy’s story and finally consented
to out with him to view the
model.

Murphy gleefu
a dark woodshed into an
unfurnished, discarded
garage, lovingly

go
11
unheated,

portable

and unveiled

its morning color and
as a mere rehearsal for
years that may never come, or may
come with less sweetness and color.

In childhood as a span of years
is something beautiful that

hood, with
sweetness,

| should endure, and something almost

| its echoes murmured in his song.
led him through | music, its life, its loveliness had fled

lump of something that stood on a |

block in the center of the floor,
Dr. Keefe took
gasped., Before him unfin
ished but marvelously true bust of

one look

stood an

and
|

more beautiful that must pass,
Keats sang his “Ode to a Nightin-
gale ” when racked with pain on a
bed of death. We warrant that it
was a song he had once heard in
childhood, and never again. Only

with childhood
past.

the irrevocable
If for no other reason, then,

inho

a | childhood, with its eager eye and ear,

should be allowed those sinless joys
which it can never taste again,

never on this side of the grave.
But the better part of childhood is
not a frail beauty that swiftly falls
|

or

Its |

the |
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record that when he
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when he became a man he put away
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was the heart of a child.

man many golden
in

on

them
left

spoken
many has

WaS a

never

Cot
of Paul

But a greater than Paul was once a
child and child
forever Christmas 18 the feast
a child, but of The Child. The
of Christianity is that
Jesus Christ is the eternal Child We
have gone far into wisdom when we
have recognized that the of
Bethlehem God's attempt to
express some of His Divine attributes
through childhood. But
have touched the crest of perfect
\\IN]HYH:\\)H‘H we see in the
of Bethlehem attempt
express His essential and
childhood.
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For this reason philosophers who
are still floundering in the mire of the
Kantian or Hegelian Absolute should
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child growing
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Make me grow yvoung ¢
Grow young enough to die
I'hat in a joy unse

I may my Lover
With that fresh
Eternity
Gives to the young t
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their trust
shall depart.
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FRENCH WAR
TO

PRISONERS’ GIFT
POPE

The French prisoners in Switzer
land, the majority of whom are
Catholics, and who, like all the other
prisoners interned in that hospitable
country, owe the amelioration of
their condition to the intervention of
the Holy Father, are offering a beau
tiful tribute of gratitude to their
august benefactor. It is the work of
the hands of men incapaci
tated for stronger tasks, and will be
presented to the Pope next week.
It consists of a tryptieh in gilded
wood, the style being that of Louis
XIV. In the central panel is painted
Jeanne d’Arc on her white horse
about to lead her soldiers into battle,
while the “ poilus" of to-day are
seen springing from the trenches
behind her. The interior of the two
shutters covered with fine em-

brave

area

| broidery representing ancient canons

of the altar, and are further adorned
by four bloodstones
carved, That on the top right hand
shutter represents the Sacred Heart
dominating the basilica Mont
martre, with the words " Gallia
Poenitens et devota. On the
set at the base of the frame is seen
St. Louis ecarrying the Crown of
Thorns, copied from a beautiful
window of the Abbey at St. Maurice.
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