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FEBRUARY 2, 1907,

FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS.
Fourth Sunday ,lur Eplphany.

TAKING COURAQE.

Sometime:, w, vrethren, we feel dis
souraged because we have not kept our
good resolutions, and are even ready to
any it is botter not to make sny at all,
80 often do we oreak them. [ have po
doubt there are some listening to me
who began the new year courageously
and with sone sincere promises to G
of leading a good life, and bave al
ready slipp d vack ioto the bad old
ways; aad u)# hoy say, What was the
matver with my good resolations ? I
did not mean to he o God, yet I bave
pot kept my word with Him; I have
relapsed: [ am a- bad as I was belore,
mayne | am worse, What, then, was
the matter #ith vy good resolutions ?

Now, in cor sidering this question let
B« not got into a panie God knows us
just as we ar+, and far better than we
koow oursclves Therelore He is not
0 erael as to hld us strictly to all our
promises, ‘' God is true and every
msn s a liar,”' says Holy Writ, and
our experience of human natare demon-
strates that although we are honestly
determinec to tell the trath, and do
sell it, wnen we promise to CGod to be
bave oarselves properly, yet we know
wary well that 10 4+ moment of weskness
we may break dowa, and that is nnder-
stovo when w+ make our promise. I
rome mbor reading of 8t. Philip Neri
that sometimes on waking in the morn
ing he would say, ** O Lord, keep Thy
baod on Phiip to-day or he will beteay
Thee."'

Hence it is a great folly to say, ** I
do not want to make a promise for fear
1 eruld not keep it.'"" That would be
good sense if you were going to swear
to your prumise, or if you were to
maks a vow Bacoa promise to attend
Sunday Mass, to keep out of saloons,
to stop stealing, to be more good-
satured at home, and the like is & very
difforent matter. [nsuch cases we must
shut our eyes and go ahead, and mean-
time pray hard for God's assistance,

Taere is such a thing as being too
fdgety about the future, looking back
too far into it or imagining temptations
vot likely to come up. Once there was
sn army offi :er who led an edifying life,
snd who came to a priest of his ao-
quaintance and informed him that he
was in great distress, and feared thav
ke couid not persevere. ** What is
the matter ?'’ ssid the priest. * Why
1 know that duelling is & desdly mortal
sin ; yet it [ were challenged to a duel
1 1ear that [ snou'd not have the virtue
%o decline the challenge and suffer the
disgrace which would be sure to fol-
Jow.” ** But,” said the priest, ** has
sny one challenged you or is any ono
likely t» do so?"" * Oh, no! not at
all; but—" * But wait until the
tomptation comes. Yon have made up
your mind not to commit mort 11 sin,
and when this particular temptation
somes God will give you grace to over-
some it."’

Do not east yoor net too far out into
the streaw ; donot be in & buery to prom
jse to absiaiu from any particular sin
or to do any particular act of virtue
for your whole life except in a general
way. In a gencral way you are de-
termined to keep God's law, honestly
and firmly determined. As to this or
that particalar sin, you hste and de
fost it and have made up your mind
sgaiost ic: whenever the temptation
eomes you are 1esolved to rosint it.

There are tnroe things about whick
one shonld make good resolntions
ravher than about any othors : First,
bhe oractice of prayer ; socond, going
t» confession and Commwunion ; third,
avoiding the occasion of sins. The
frst two A1l oar soals with God's grace
pod the third keeps us out of danger.
Put all your good resolutions into com-
pauy wich prayer and wonthly, or at
Jeast quart rly, Communion : and you
will have no great diffioulty in pulling
through., From month to month is not
80 long a tiwe to keep straight, snd a
good confession and s worthy Com
munion iy God s best help. Morning
snd night prayers are n mark of pre
destination vo oternal life ;| keep away
from bad conpwy asnd dapgerous
places, and avoding bad roading and
all other dangerous ocoasions, has very
muach to do with an_innocent life and a
happy death.

e e e

TALKS ON RELIGION

CONFESSION (THE FORM).

It is not nosessary to begin every
goptence with the gnotation, I ac
suse mysell.”” Nor isn it sbsolutely
nocessary to confess our sios ia some
soecial order, as *‘against the First
(U muandmoent | acouse mysolf,’ ste
Howover, it is advisable to use this
metiod in order that there may be less
danger of omission,

The very essence of confession is

golf acensation. **I have wsaid, 1 will
sonfess wsain<t myself my iniquitios to
phe Lord Tnhoa hast forgiven the
wickedness of my sin.' (Psalms xxxi,)

] Coofession is not s mers narration,
t 18 accusiug one's self., An accuser
atands fo th  and tells the worst he
knows. 1le puts things in the plainost
and 8 roogest way, and does not try to
shield the porson whom ho is accusing,
bat brings hin before the judge as o

sriminal.  We shoald use something of
thiv method when we make our own
onfession. yar Lord has teft it to us
ywn accasers, and wo must do
the work ho Wo must tell our
faults and scknowledge them as faults,
and say we are sorry for them, and not
try to mak- out a good case by excosing
gursnlves 1o is very important for the
penitent to romewmber that confession
should be a sincere self acousation, in
which e are not to bring the fanlts of
yar nelghbors.  *‘Inoline not my heart
by evil ways t) make exouses in sins.'’
(Puatms oxl 4

We hould remember that confession
§ not intend d to give us an oopor-
tan ty for accuning others, but that we
may tell our own faulte. It is well to
rem~mner that i confession we are not

0 be our

es ly.

to discloss the name of another person,
and iU iy 4 great abase of the sacrament
when veople have a great deal to say
about thelr naighbors

A good f(sramer does not wmerely

7 \ le corner of the Iaud and

lot the weeds grow as they will else-
where, and 80 the person who is con-
soientions in making his confession will
carefally consider ali the dnties aod
responsibilities waich God has laid upon
him,

The great judgment will oass over poth
ing. Our hearts and our tongues will all
have to answer for their deede., We
whall have to be jodged as priest and
layman ; as horbaods and fathers ; as
mothers and members of society.
Hence it is necessary that when we
jodge ourselves, we should carefully
consider all the ducies for which we are
resporsible in our state of lite,

The Church gives us the widest lib
erty of choosing our confessor. It s
quite evident that the intention of the
Church is that each one snounld select
the confessor whom he thinks most
likely to profit him. The good Chris-
tian, however, in this matrer should
think of no’hing but the welfare of his
own soul. He sbould not consider who
is pl t or uopl ot. He should
simply think of which confessor will
best help him on the way to salvation.
If a person is suffsring from a dsoger-
ous illness, he exercises the best
judgment ia selecting & physician, hav
iog in view his restoration to heaith.

As people do not easily change their
physlcian, espe ‘ially through | vity or
oarios ty, they should exercise similar
judgment in adhering to one confessor.
tle will thus be be ter able to direct
them how to walk the siraight and
narrow path. What we have to look
to in the sacramen: is oar Lord Him-
woll. The priest is His mivistor, and
whether he is wise or »imple, good or
bad, the eflect of the sacrament is io
substance the same. ['he stamp of the
weal does not depend unon a particular
hand to give the pressare. St Sebas
tian promised the Roman Emperor that
God would care him of his disease, if he
would destroy all his idols, This the
profect did, with one excoptim, Toe
siokness remained, and the saint asked
him if he had kept his promise Tne
prefect said he ha1 with one exception
and that exeeption was an idol of gold,
which, he said, bad been handed down
to bim by bis ancestors How maoy
sinners have their favorite idols that
they will not part with—some sin to
whioh they cling tenaciously. Their
gorrow is not universal, and to these
tressured attachments may be attributed
the inefllisiency of tne sacrament. A
man who is a prisoner, and is chained
to the wall by his arms and his feet,
could not free himsel! unless he lcosens
all his chains. So it is with the sinver;
he is bound to bad babits, and must,
by a contrition tbat is universal, break
away from the chatus that bind him to
satan.—Catholic Universe.

CARDINAL GOTTIL

Jeremiah Curtin, who is best known
to the world as the translator of Sien:
kiewicz, the great Polish novelist, is
one ol the world's greatest linguiscs.
He is said to be master of seveoty
languages. Mr, Cartin was born near
Milwaukee, Wis. He is a Catholic, of
Irish parentage.

Curtin laid the foundation for his
great philological learning in a little
pioneer farm home, in the town of
Greenfield, a subarb of Milwankee
He worked with his brothers and sisters
doing the chores of the place and other
work in the field, going to school win
ters, no one ever thinking he was any
different from any of the other boys
who were all doing the same thing.

* But there was a difference,’’ said
his cousin, John Furlong, who still
resides on the nomestead near the old
Cnrtin place, where as boys they
played together. *‘The difference was
that after we had gone to bed, Jere
miah stayed up studying late ioto the
night. He would work all day in the
harvest field, go home and attend to
the chores, and then, taking his candle
he would go upstairs to his room in the
loft and study and read until the
candle burned away.

»His desire for learning was omni-
vorous,’’ continued Mr. Furlong, ‘‘and
his great passion in these days was to
know# how to talk to the little German
and Norwegian children in their owa
language. He early laid a foundation
for Polish by talking to the immigrants
who good naturedly taught the eager
listle boy all they know of their own
tongue. It was told of him while liv
ing in Mitwanker, on Ilwt Water and
Coicago streecs, he got to know a
French seamstress to whom he became
much attached. She gave him a
doughnut one day and he allowed it to
get vold waile he asked her how they
said fried cake in French.

At that early day the Indians were
not all gone from Wisconsin woods, and
the ambitions boy often startled his
companion by imitating the red man's
speech s0 well that they were all de
ceived, The great work of Jeremiah
Curtin was acconplished by hard and
persistent effort.

““Jeromiah was not fitted for farm
work, although he never shirked it,"
said Mr. Farlong. *‘He went to school
wintors and stundied as much as he
conld on sammer nights. He taught
school and got wmoney enough together
to go to Oarroll collrge at Waukesha
and afterward to Phillips academy at
Fxetor, N, . He weut to Harvard
college and was a graduate from there
in 1863, From that time bis boyhood
home has not seen much of him, al
though it stands there as it did when
be studied io the low ceilinged cham
ber, with its tiny window, by the
candle light during the 10's."”’

Me. Qurtin has traveled far from the
little Greenfi-ld home, and many
honors have been his. When he went
to Harvard his tendency for the lan-
gnages asserted itself and took de
finite shape for development. After
his graduation from Harvard Presi-
deut Linooln appointed him secretary of
the legation at St. Petersburg, a posi
tlon that he was well adapted to il
and one that gave him farther oppor
tunity of developing his linguistic
talents.

He has bdon connooted with the
Smithsonian institution and with the
baresa of ethuology. He returned to
America in 1901 from & journey around
the world, via Russia, Siberia, China

{ and Japan,

Ho spent three months in

1900 smong the Bariate, the only tribe
ot Mongols ®no have retaived the
areat horse sacrifice and preserved tbe
solendid creation of myths of thelir
race.

It «as while he was at the court of
§t. Petersburg that he met Sienkie-
wioz, and they became fast friends. It
was the great Polisn'author, himsell,
who suggest-d that Mr. Cartin uoder-
take the transiation of bis works.
Sienkiewicz was a master ol Eoglish,
but he recognized tne genius of the
wmerican, aud felt that he ¢ uld do the
work better than he could ** Pan
Michael ' was tha fi-st book under
taken, followed by '* Fire and Sword,"’
ba: it was when he hat finished ** Quo
Vadis'' that Me. Curtio introdased
sienkiewiez in the Eaglish-speaking
pablic. It is sa'd that his share in the
prooveds of that puolication was
$25 000.

Besides his translations, Me. Curtin
is tae aurhor of a large number of
hooks, among them are : ** Mycths and
Folk Tales of Ireland,” ‘‘Creation
Myths of Primirive America and Their
Re-liglous and Menral Relativa to the
History of Mankiad,'* **The Moogols,"’
and others,

In appearauce Mr. Curtin is a trifl-
more than the average height, His face
is a kewn, intellectual oue, a though 1°
is mostly covered with a loog red
beard. His hair is also red aod be
has it comred strsight up and brashed
back, which would give him & flerce
exprossion, were it not tempered by
his kindly Irish eyes.

Some of the laogoages with which
Mr Cartin is thoroughly familiar are
Wrench, Spanish, Poriuguese, ltalian,
Roumantan, Dateh, Dasish, Polish.
Swedish, Icelandish, Gochio, German,
which he knew when he left college
besides having had courses ia Greek
and Latin. Later he studied and
mastered Hebrew, Sansciit, Russiao,
Bohemian, L-ttish, Lithuaniam, Hao-
garian, Slavonian, Croatian, Servisn
and Balgarian. Dariog his residence
in Caacausus he lesrned Mingreilan,
Alkasian and Armenian.

FEAST OF THE PURIFICATION OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

FEBRUARY 2,

Fair as the saoowdrops which mark
her feast this day, gentle as the doves
which are its symbol, the Maiden
Mother, guarded by St. Juseph, entars
the Temple with her Babe Who 1s Lord
of the Temple, comiog to fulfil in
deepest humility and uasworving obedi-
ence, the ancient Jewish law of puri
fication.

The law forbade mothers to appear
in pablic after child birth or to par.ici-
pate in holy things for a certain length
of time This time was forty days for
male children and eighty days in case
of females. The period elapsed, the
mother was to present berself at the
Temple, bringing a lamb to be sacri
ficed to God in acknowledgment of His
supreme dominion and ir thaoksgiviog
for the happy delivery, and a voang
pigeoa or dove for her legal purifica
tion. The poor were permitted to
present a second dove instead of the
lamb.

May we not read in this mystery a
lesson for those who *'encrusted over
with worldliness,”’ have all the wor-
ship of the heathen for wealth and
material success, and fear and depise
the pinching of poverty. It is not uo-
important for ns to realize that Jesus

od His Mother loved poverty so well
that they embraced it voluntarily.
Was our Lady really so poor that she
could not offer a lamb? ** It is cer-
tain,’’ answers the great theologian,
Father Soarez, * that the Blessed
Virgin fulfiiled the law as traly and
strictly as though she were bound by
it. Now the terms of the law stated
that if the mother could nct offer a
lamb she should present two doves.
Therefore, the Muther of Jesus would
pnot have faifilled the law perfectly
unless it was really diffisult for her to
procure the lamb, and nnless her means
were so limited as not to jastify her
giving it."”

THE REAL PRESENCE.

Let non Catholics admit the Real
Presence and they will understaod,
writes the Rev, J. A. McCallen, S J.,
why we call to the work ot building a
home on earth for our God all that is
highest and best in arcaitectural tal-
ent; all that is most beantiful in art,
paincing, scalptare, for adornment, and
then have but one regret loft, that our
poverty does not allow us to go farther.
Thus one problem is solved whish
canses perplexiny to those oantsiie the
fold. A house is built for Christ our
Lord really present in our tabernacles,
I'he 1t:al Prosence explaios why our
charch doors are always thrown open
Qars i not the religion of a day or of a
fow days in the week, bu: of every day
of our lives. Hence it is that when the
choir is silent, the orgsn hashed, the
pulpit vacant and the priest absent at
the badside of some dying Onristian
or olsawhore engaged in the sffsiry of
the Father’'s house, one never euters &
Catholic charch withoas Ainding devout
souls kneeling to ad ration of the God of
the Kucharist. They are there to seek
light from the Divine Lighs, strength
and courage from the Omnipotent,
grace from its Divine Author and con-
golation to their troubled breasts from
the loving Sy rad Heart which beats
for men within His Holy Tabarnacle on
oarth The 1) vine Preseace likewie
oxplaing why ia rain, storm, cold, heat,
thousands ot devouat Uatholies seek the
church to sssist at Mass, the adoraole
Ssorifice of our altars.

iy —

Routine is the religion that has most
devotees.—Dr. Depros,
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THE FACE OF THE INPANT
JESUS.

In a * Obrlstmes Sermon ' in the
Ohristian Register (Unitarian), Deec.
20, the Rev. Jobn O Kimball tells the
following story illustratirg the power
upon brurahized men of the picture of
the Child Jewus :

* Oat in Western Texas, where I was
awhile before our Civil War, there
stood an old Spanish mission church,
oamed Sin Jose, nearly ruined by hav-
ing been made the sceve «f repeated
bsttles, bat still baving over its altara
very floe pic'ure of the crucifixion.
One day a party of roughs from San
Autonio, fesring neither God nor
man, broke into the building and
with their pistols, began making »
target of its picture. Theold priess in
obarge of the place implored them, with
tears ip his eyes and with every persus-
sion piety and horror could prompt, to
desist from the sscrilege. In vain.
Taey only threatened to fire also at hie
own white head. At last, with happy
inspiration, he seized a picture of the
Sistine Madoooa near by, baving in it
the woonderful Child Face of the fnfant
Jesus, and, holdiog it ap before that ol
the Crucifixion, bade them, il they
mast sho st, to fire at that. The brutal
leader, with & ringing osth, at once
lovelled his revolver at the Child
Face. But those calm, sweet, unfath-
omable eyes, the marvel of all art,
lovked straight and trusting into his ;
and he did what, frooting map, he
vever yet had don~—dropped its muzzle
with & bit of tremor. His companions
jerret at him for his cowardice, and
sgain be ratsed the weapon, but with
the »ame result. A third time he tried
and failed. Then, wich a straage look
in bis o ¥n eyes, but a voice there was
no jeering at now, he faced his fellow-
ruffians shousng: *‘Away with you all!
The man who shoots at that Cuild, I'l)
put a ballet through him !' "’ —Sacred
Heart Review.

CATHOLIC CHI_IEB’B GROWTH.

MORE THAN 13 000 000 COMMUNICANTS
IN THE UNITED STATES.

Milwsuree, J an. 18 —Advance sheets
of the 1907 official Catholic directory
sbow that the Catholic p-pnlation ot
the United States is 13 089 353, an in
crease of 437,300 over the previous
ear.

The total number of Catholic elergy
men is 15 (93. an increase of 609. In
the year 1906, 334 new Catholic charches
were estan ished, making the grand
total of 12 148. There =ve 80 ecclesia¢
tical seminaries with 5 697 students, and
4,364 parochial schools with 1,096 842
pupils
1 he Catholic hierarchy of the United
States consists at oresent of one Papal
Delegate, one Cardinal, fourteen Arch
bishops, ninety Bishops and eighteen
abbots.

There are fiiteen vacancies in the
college of Cardinals, The oldest Arch-
bishop in the world in point of service
is the Most Rev. Daniel Marphy, of
the archdiocese of Hobart, Australia,
who has been a prelate for sixty one
years. The oldest dgoitary in the
United States is the Most Rev. Jobn
Joseph Williams,Arch bishop of Boston,
who became a Bishop forty-one years
#20.

In Greater New York there are 266
Catholic charches, in the city of
Chicago, 175 ; in Pniladelphia, 91 ; in
St. Loais 76, and in Boston 52.

ANGLICAN VIEW.

After the bitterness of The Church-
man to the wise and statesmaalike
policy of Pope Pius X. in the present
crisis in France, it is refreshing to
meet such expression of Christian un
derstanding and syapathy as the fol
lowing trom the Living OChurch ot
Chicago :

Certainly the sympathy of Anglican
churchmen cannot be withheld at this
oritical moment from their brother
ochurchmen in France at the ordeal
theough which the latter are passing.
This is pot the time to inquire whether
the blame for the present condition be
not in a divided one whether a larger
statesmanship on the part of the French
clergy might not have averted the
crisi», etc. . . . The immediate
fact is that, at the beginning of winter
the FKFrench clergy of high and low
degree are being driven from their
parishes aad their homes, the churcues
are in process of conflscation by avowed
infildels who hate the Chriscian religion
and the powers of darkness seem to
have shaken the ancient Churoch of
I'eance from top to buttom. Pataetio
are the stories that come to us daily
from over the water ; and they are
only typical incident seen now here,
now there by one correspondent or an
other of what is transpiring throogh
out the lergth and breadth of that fair
jand. If our own general convention
were in session we should wish that
some message of that sympathy which,
no doubt, springs to-day from the
hearts of all American churchmen,
might be sent to the sister charch of
Fravce. Our differences are as noth
ing in the presence of chis great orisis.
Might not our presiding Bishop, who
has more than once officially addressed
letters in the name of the American
church to the charch of Russia tell
similacly to the charch of France that
which all of us feel ?

The living Church is distinctly the

You cannot possibly have
a better Cocoa than

k and a sustaining
nt, nutritious and
'his excellent Cocoa

e system in robust
enables it to resist

A delicio
food. F
economic
maintains
health, an

Sold by Grocers and Storekeepers

y North ‘
““American LM
\cany
Solid ~ 5
Cohl'@_g P

ASSURANCE

HOME OFFICE:

L. GOLDMAN, A.LA,, F.C.A.
Managing Director.

certainty

The Uncertainty

of existence

“matched ounly by the
lite irsurance,

The one

he unexceiled financial position of

orth American Life

suggests where the insurance should
be placed.

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE

COMPANY.

TORONTO, ONT.

JOHN L. BLAIKIE,
President.

W. B. TAYLOR, B.A., LL.B., Secretary.

g3
} Works of Arghbishop 0'Brien

$l.00 —— .

As we have
only alimit d
25 yuantity of
the above

After Wearyf Years . . 1.00 Dbocks 1|
’ . would be well
Aminta --- a modern life to ord-r early

RGN e w4 B

The Catholic Record, London, Canada

NO ESTIMTES

Some people prefer insy
include the profit feature
to supply the demand w,
only absolute guarant

nce
rhich

are issuing speclal policles containing
For particulars, address

NORTHERN LIFE

ASSURANCE COMPANY.

of Canada's strongest and most

under a plan that does not
is more or less uncertain, and

London, Ont.

fina

t progressive financial ir

stitutions \
1stitu |

organ of ** the Catholic party” among‘
the Episcopalians. It realizes that
the French Atheistical Goverament is
fighting Christ Himseli.—Boston Pilot

e e e e

Walk whilst you bave the light, that
the darkness overtake you not.—(John
xii 35.)
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free. They go the
pushed. They spend
their energy for that
really coont in the m
spend their lives pay
horse,’’ clearing up ol
from bad judgment, bl
indorsements. Instea
and gaining on life’
always trying to m:
They are always int
the vanguard of their

An ambitions you §
do what s right aod
place fcx himself in th
himself in complicatic
lite- purpose and cripj
50 that, no matter
struggles, he is ne
beyond mediocrity. |
with a family to suj
possibility of his tal

the grand opportunit!
he were only {reo, il
his little savings and
earnings for many

ambition only mock
pot satisfy it. He
foot ; like a caged

how high be might s
he must stop when b

The man who tr
eonstantly oripplin,
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loans money, heips ¢
usually gets lett, he
ductive ability and
by having to pay fo
or lack of busives
estimable man of m;
ruined financially b
loans, which would h
foolish even for a Ix
For many years it ¢
could spare from th
ties of his family to

Our judgwent wa
side over all our
keep us from doing
enable us to do the
man wins, who keej
uses sound judgmer
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Do not get invc
do. Make this a
yoursell clean and
thing snugged up.
anything of imports
to the end ; make
where you are c¢
risk a competence,
and your little sav
getting something
be carried away by
who bappen to mak
little in some Ve
makes, a hundred !

The Delusion of

Tens of thousand
are crippled for )
notes or debts, wi
pothing but fool
something which t|
thought, expectin
money on the side.
de'usion in the wc
ting out a little
there, thinking t
few hundreds or 3
side of your speci:

1t yor can not
thing which you 1
work, and in whicl
expert ; if you os
thing which. you
day of your life ai
every detail, how
somebody else is
money and give
turn for it, where
personal supervis

I know a lawye
millionaire—who
way through col
here an utter str
desk room in a
Wall street—whc
it a cast-iron
always keep hims
entangling alliant
rule, he often lout
ties which would
cellent returns,
himself up In 3
result is that he
self to death ; bu
and nearly eve
gone into has be
cause he has nof
less he conld se
and knew how b
ing into conside
age, accident ¢
touched anythir
capital or credi
success, before
way, although |
very brilliant st
and bas pot g
bounds, he has |




