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But was it the modern Church of
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lin to Bede and

il the ancient historians the two mi

sionaries Pugatius and Damian, called

the British tongue Fagan and
Dwyan, were sent. to Britain by PPope
Eleutherius ; and William of Malmes-
bury and Tesserius state it i h

y mission es were s I
response 1o the request. ol
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it day, a
acknowledged the universal jusisd m
of the Pope, which was then every
where recognized. The British

Chureh was not a Church established
independently, and teaching doctrines
of its own invention, as does the
modern Church of Eogland ; but it
taught the doctrines of the universal
Chureh, in communion with the Pope,
ind the Archbishops of Canterbury

succeeding Fugatius constantly recog-

| nized the universal jurisdiction of the

RRoman See.

Tertullian, who wrote only a few
vears after the baptism of Luciuos,
spoke of the British Church as part of
the one universal Church, saying in

his {reatise

inst the Jews: (chap. 7.

*“ The territories of the DBritons
which are inaccessible to the Romans,
are subject, however, to Christ.”" lHe
is speaking here of those parts of North
Britain which the Romans had not con-
quered, and which, therefore, were
civilly outside the dominion of the Ro-
man Empire, but these localities must
have had their faith through the British
Church of South Brit:
fore, indirectly, at least, from Rome,
equally with the latter who had it
directly from the same source.

n, and, there-

Let us ask now, what were the rela-
tions of the wuniversal Church with
Rome at this period?

In Lyons the Church had already

been long established, and in the year

{1 170, forty eight holy confessors of the

faith, being about to suffer martyrdom,
addressed a letter to the same Pope,
llleutherius,the common father of Chris-
tians, who had sent the missionaries
to convert Britain, asking him to in-
struct them in the faith and practices
of the Church. This letter was taken
to Eleutherius by Trenieus, the most il
lustrions among the priests of Gaul,
and as the Church of Lyons had lost
its bishop, Pothinus, by martyrdom,
Irenicus returned from Rome with the
answer of leutherius, commissioned by
Pope Eleutherius to succeed Pothinus
s Bishop of Lyons. The Pope’s letter
was addressed ** To all the Chu  “es of
Gaul which are combatting fu. the
faith.””  (See Eusebius, Ecclesiastical
History, and the Letters of Eleu-
therius in the Greek Patrology.)

It is clear, therefore, that the
Churches of the world at this time were
in communion with the Pope, and ac-
knowledged his jurisdiction over them.

This is the very period when this
same Irenweus wrote his famous book

S

against heresi in which that illustri-

ous Martyr and Bishop says :

‘It would take up too much space
here to enumerate the successions of all
the Churches by pointing out that tra-
dition which the greatest, and most an-
cient and universally known Church of
Rome, founded and constituted by the
two most glorious Apostles Peter and
Paul holds from the Apostles - -+ -
for to this Churel, on account of (its)
more powerful principality, it is neces-
sary that every Church, that is the
faithful everywhere (undique) resort, in
which (Chuarch) the tradition of the
Apostles has been always preserved by

| those who are on every side.””
i This undoubtedly means by the auth-
| orities of the Church in Rome, as is
L shown by what follows.

Irenmous then shows the succession of
Eleutherius from the Apostles Peter
and Paul whom he joins together as the
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founders of the Roman Churcl, conclud

ing: ** Eleutherius now iy the twelft)
. . ]
place holds the oflice of the episcopat

from the Apostles. By this ordep

by this succession, both that tyag 1‘.‘.1::‘
which is in the Church m oty
Apostles, and the preaching of the ¢4y I
have come down to us,"’
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Says

“They at first believed in (he do
trine of the Catholic Church a
Church of Rome under the 0
of the blessed Eleutherius un rea
son of their ever restle
which the brethren avoided, Iy
and gain - expelled nd
last condemned to the b 1t of
v perpetual separation, they mir
ated the poisons of their doctri
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the test of true faith, whereas |
ience was due directly to the B
Carthage, unless it were
authority of the Roman Pontiff extonded

over all the patriarchates of
tain world ?
At the Council of Arles held 14
the Western portion of the R
pire, which was then under

Constantine, was representoed,

Britain the names of three B
been handed down : Ebo
Restitutus of London, and Ad
(‘olonia onsit
deacon I't (
understood to be Colehe
\‘._‘."‘ ter as e resen
Counci by pt

N ind two deac
oct | o v
Do hich
the ad ( e Council
the B I
At the 1 { t

I ¥ Sylvester 1
h h they ot el
e A moi € ac
cil is { ldressed to
hich 1l i3 ¢ 1 S I
comm " the Catho (
our mothe

Pope, with t

Then they re

their condemna
heresy, and conelude :

“ It is for whose jurisd
most extensive, to promulgate these

deerees throughout all the churche
your authority."

It is evident, therefore, that the
British Church agreed with the whole

! Catholic Church in recognizing the
Pope’s supreme authority.

It is unnecessary to quote further
from the writings of the early Fathers,
as it is clear from the citations already
made that the faith of the period re
ferred to was identical with that ol the
Cfatholie Church of to-day, and regard-
ed the authority of the Pope as

preme as it is now in the Church of
God, whichis as truly the *‘ pillar and
ground of truth ' to-day, as when St
Paul so termed it in his 1st epistle to
Timothy. (iii. 15.)

When Henry VIIL, Edward VI. and
Elizabeth took to themselves the title
of Supreme Head of the Church of Kng-
land, proclaimed a new standard of
faith, and established a new episcopate,
depriving the lawful Bishops of their
Sees, they usurped an authority in the
Church which has no justification either
in Seripture or tradition. The Church
these monarchs established was a new
organization, with a new supreme Head

a new episcopate without A postolic

suceession, and without sanection from

the successor of St. Peter, a new

ury and new doctrines. It was

pudiated by the living authority of the

universal Catholie Chureh, and it 18

subjoct to the condemnation uttered by
the Chureh: Whosoever ‘‘will not hear
the Chureh, let him be to thee as the
heathen and the publican.' Itis fare
cal, therefore, to elaim hat the
Church of England is identical with
any Church which existed before it,
whether Catholic or heretical. Tt was
entirely a new thing on earth framed to
suit the whims and interests of its
founders. It got the property of the
ancient Church, but this was by an
open act of robbery ; and with the
sanetion of a servile parliament it as
sumed the title “Church of England,”
but it was not the Church of Fugatius
and Lucius, nor of Augustine and An=
| selm,

IHere we may note that Bishop Bald-
win appears to repudiate the Church of
St. Augustine, in favor “of the ancient
British Church.

So recently as during the last Pan-

Anglican Council the | assembled Bis-
hops made a pilgrimage to the isle of
Thanet to celebrate the establishment
of the Church of England among the
| Saxons by St. Augustine, and the
Archbishop of Canterbury prnvl:\imv(l
boastingly that he was the successor of
| Sts. Augustine and Anselm in that
See.

Bishop Baldwin does wisely in tacitly
passing over this claim, for the facts
are well known that Augustine also 1e-
ceived his mission from a Pope, and An-
selm firmly maintained the Pope's a utho-
rity. As regards Augustine, we shall
merely quote a sentence from fa sermon
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