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The Toothpick Trust.

By Peter McArthur,

Wasn't it dreadful the way Rev, Dr. Rajasford
talked to the people of Toronto—to good people
who have always been thankful that they ace not
as other people—even as those wicked Yankees ?
He said, and please notice how emphatically he
tml(-‘-litct'xme here, so help me God, to speak the
truth; you are twenty years behind United
States in dealing with bribery and corruption.”’

Pretty strong language that, and from a very
responsible man who is known for his love of
Canada. And he said something more of a more
general character which furnishes excellent food
for thought. ) .

‘““The men who buy votes to get into Parlia-
ment will sell their .votes when they get there.’’

That is perfectly logical, isn't it ? The men
who are without honor in getting what they
want will be without honor in using it after they
get it. I particularly wish to commerd that re-
mark to the consideration of the respectable lead-
ing citizens of both parties who act on campaign
committees during election time. They know
whether money is used or not in getting the
votes of irresponsible people in their wards.
That is, they ought to know, but it is quite
possible that they do not. 1In spite of their
activities they are often respectable figure-heads
who think they are doing everything, while the
riding is being bought under their noses by more
secret and skilful workers. A straight party
candidate, who can always be depended on to
vote with his party, may have his riding bought
for him without his knowing arything about it.
But the result is the same, and because of his
foyalty to his party his vote will be tramcked
in just as if he sold it himself. Let us illus-
trate this by dealirg with a hypothetical case of
Big Business politics, that is hypothetical onty in
regard to the names used.

But before we take up the case of the Tooth-
pick Trust—I have choser: that because I think
it is about the only kind of manufacturing left
in which there is not a Merger or Trust—let us
consider for a moment the question of Special
Privileges and Indirect Benefits. I don’t know
when anything got on my nerves quite so much
as that Indirect Benefit slush that I heard talked
when I was in the city a few weeks ago. The
only way I can get rid of it is to talk it all
out, and I hope yon will hear with me white I
relieve my mind of a little more of it. I will
try to do it as amusingly as the facts warrant.
Special Privileges have been grarted to favored
people since the dawn of history, and the great
work of democratic forms of government, such as
we enjoy, is to do away with this form of ir-
justice. But the method has changed. Let us
take a notable instance with which we are all
wore or less familiar. When the ‘"Merchart Ad-
venturers’’ who organized the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany went to Charles II. to get their charter
there was probably a conversation that in effect
ran as follows. Prince Rupert, acting as spokes-
man, probably addressed the Merry Monarch
somewhat in these terms :

‘“Trusting that your most gracious Majesty
will pardon our presumption, we beg to submit
for your consideration a plan for greatly increas-
ing the trade of your kingdom. By putting the
tur trade in Canada on a business basis we will
S0 stimulatetrade that all citizens of your king-
dom will be Indirectly Benefited to an unpar-
alelled degree. All we ask is the title to some
bundreds of millions of square miles of rocks ard
forests and snowdrifts, and the right to the ex-
clusive trade with the Indians.”

“Umph humph !’ said his benign Majesty,
meditatively. ‘‘It listens good to me, but what
wili there be in it for Charlie 2’

Then Prince Rupert explained the basis on
which they proposed to divide the proceeds of
the monopoly with the private purse, and the
charter was granted. All the king was interest-
ed in was the Direct Benefits that-would come to
him if he granted a monopoly. At the present
time the granting of monopolies has passed from
the Sovereigrny to the sovereign voter, and the
method of securing the necessary charter has
changed. TInstead of the Direct Benefits the
Sovereign voter gets the Indirect variety. Now let
US pass on to a consideration of the case of the
Toothpick Trust, .

e & @ o

“\_When the magnates of the Toothpick industry

“& organized a Merger, that put an end to de-
str Ctive competition, they began to look for a
largpr market for their output. To this end
the, Started an advertising campaign to educate
th(? l’e?Dle to the value of Patent Sanitary Bass-
W9od Toothpicks. They told clamorously, in a

11 page ad, that the care of the teeth was the
di Portant thirg in the world. If people
d nO_t care for their teeth their molars and
:’;Cusplds would decay ; they would.not masticate
ti:ir food properly ; they would develop indiges-
bty D, and then they would get so grouchy that
they would go back on the political faith of

eir fathers ; join the Grange and do other

absurd things. But if they used Patent Sanitary
Basswood Toothpicks they would enjoy good
health and, besides, they would be Indirectly
Benefited to a marvellous degree. The manufac-
ture of toothpicks would make a great home
market for basswood, the manufacturers would
er_nploy all the surplus labor of the country at
high prices, there would be an uniimited market
for farm products to feed-the workmen and every-
body would prosper, Whoop ! Hooray ! But
though this sounded fine people still continued to
pgck )their teeth with hemlock splinters, ana the
Grarge increased its membership. The magnates
had to get a better scheme, but that was easy.
A representative of the Trust called on tne cam-
paign manager, or Wise Guy, of the politcal
party that was at that time in Power—by the
grace of the Bankers, Railroad Magnates and
Manufacturers. He told him -all the above writ-
ten guff about health and happiness and Indirect
Benefits. But the Wise Guy looked at him cuid-
ly and observed :

‘““Go tell that to the Danes ! They believed
Doctor Cook. But if you want to do business
with me, just say how much there i1s in 1t for
the campaign fund.’’

Realizing that he had to do with a practical
man he hastened to reply:

“If you put through a bill making it compul-
sory for all hotels, restaurants, eating houses;
quick-lunch joints, cafeterias and such, to sup-
ply their guests with toothpicks, and also specify
a kind of sanitary taothpick that can be supplied
only by our firm because we hold the patents,
I'll hand over a wad of ‘long green’ that would
choke a cow.”’ .

**Done,”’ said the Wise Guy. “You keep up
your campaign for the public health, and we will
introduce such a bill as you require.”’

Shortly afterwards the bill was introduced
and it was whispered to the back benchers that
it must be put through ‘‘for the good
of the party,”” and it went through ard
from that day all hotels, restaurants, etc., were
compelied to lay in a stock of Patent Sanitary
Toothpicks, and all harmony banquets that were
not, supplied with these toothpicks were bogus,
counterfeit and void. And the Trust prospered
as never before, and issued watered stock and
‘‘made a killing.”’ )

Now let us gather a few of the lessons to be
learned from this. 1In the first place you will
observe that the loyal members voted blindly for
a bill that professed to be in the interests of
public health, because it was said that it would
be ‘‘For the good of the party.”” They did not
sells their votes but the Wise Guy sold them. But
perhaps you think your party does not get its
necessary funds for printing campaign literature,
hiring halls, paying expenses of speakers and
similar legitimate—mot to mention illegitimate—
expenses in this way. Then how does it get the
money that is always so plentiful? Did you
ever contribute any of it? I have yet to meet
a farmer who has contributed to the campaign
funds of his party. 7The money is contributed by
the rich men of the party. But why ? The an-
swer is easy. They expect favors that will give
them special privileges such as were erjoyed by
the Toothpick Trust. :

But, of course, the sovereign voters got the
Indirect Benefits—basswood went up ir price, and
there was a demand for labor and farm products
and all that. I am sorry to disappoint you,
but the Trust found that it could get basswood
practically for nothing in Cuba, that fort_aig'n
labor was cheaper than the home-grown article,
and then these foreigners lived chiefly on sweet
chestnuts from the slopes of Sorrento and garlic
from the market gardens of the Campagna—or
some similar place. So the Indirect Bene(?ts all
went to Cuba and Italy, and other countries in-
stead of Canada. And when the sovereign voter_
began to grumble about it, he was told to get
busy and produce more and help to reduce the
cost of living. Say, if anyone talks that Ir’._-
direct Benefits nonsense to you ar.xd you don’t
feel like doing anything about' 1t,‘ please oh
please double up your fist and hit him once for
my sake.

Opportunities in Quebec.

Editor ‘“The Farmer's Advocate’’:

The article on page 218 of February 5th issue
of your valuable paper I consider has struck the
right note.

I should imagine that very few know tha..t in
the Province of Quebec [there are opportunities
gsecond to none in the Dominign, nevertheless the

remains.
faLc{"‘,onditiong to-day, in many parts of the Pro-
vince, are similar to those that existed in Aroos-
took County, Maine, U.S.A., 80 years ago, just
at the commencement of the potato-starch indus-
try in that section, when abandoned farms were
sold for next to nothing. Some five years ago,when

the writer was travelling through Northern Maine,

a farm of 200 acres near Presque Isle was point-
ed out as having just’ been sold for $30,000
which had been bought 28 years previously for
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$350, and the-awamens:had::made ;p::small-Jortune;
during their ocgupaneys begides-puiting ‘up splens:
did new building®.c var iir orr a: Ssss ul Huke
Combining peditesgrowing with sdairyingwioiald:
be even more-psbfitablei*hérs tham-growing potms:
toes exclusively, ias dimsihmen and is: stilli-done i’
Aroostook County,sdnd>here  duirying cun: beswergt
profitably - carried>m;Tcag both - corn andodloves:
grow to perfettion’ for feeding: purposes: WHfalfs
and sweet ¢lovelF als@ give excellernt ¢iopss: Wops
potatoes weé~ hia¥é, Within €5 miles of “this“Iecals>
ity, the best market in the Doiniinion; vir; Meént>
real, where 75 per cent. of the potatoes tsed: for
domestic purposes’aré haiiléd from 600 to 1,000
miles.  All kinds of “Vegetables grow well; éven
Montreal melons’cdi "bé Buccesstully raised, and’
the land, in many “¢ases; can be hdd for qo‘thﬂ o
as invariably the buildings (if &ny) afe worth
considerably more thun -the price asked, and it
there are no buildings, . the. wood on. the; unclear-
ed portion is fully worth ‘the price paid: For
instance, 60.acres®sbld™ four: yedrs’ ago’” for $EOLE
30 acres -cleared]
from $150 to: $200:asvit standss ~Tast. week«80
acres. about:80 cleared): balanes ih igobdhard:
wood, principaily “Ward:-omaple, woldidor $S00L
There was: 'no ‘Duilding’ - on'~ the - first ‘mishtioned;’
but a good barti:abéat 40'by"20; o’ the dabiary
15 acres at ‘thé'btttom>of theé' slops 5 dckn ;
edged to be'Ehé: HstsHind’ 'i:g-_mef‘*nagh%afybw# :
Quebec has’ disidvantaged”““1" don’t' CtHinlP LHey =
are greater' than’ those “in”the West  theli” 1t Had"
many compeusiBions  nd for it farimbi S
small capital”whig"KrioWws How ‘and'fids ‘abflity €5°
put his knowledge to a practicdl’'Use :
Province is good ‘ground for. exploitation:: AR
e on aflacd ke HOUGHTON, =
Joliette Co,, Que; = 17 "7 S p,)’g
More¢ on Govd Seed:
Editor “*The Earmeris Advocate’) : . .., . £ e
The majority: of farmers: de:not dake: the dne:
terest they-should’in the-changing of ttheir. seed:
grains, nor;-in the: selection::of- seeéd, ' nor sfhe:
trouble to secure: new: and improved : varietiesi:
The loss to:themselves: and:the: countey at darges
is enormous. . There: are e large number; of farms:
ers whose whole aim and>ambition is:to getin:
a big acreage rof ‘gradt,. tiot: paying -any attention
to securing 'i:@-:high-yield:: per:-acre i+ b
thorough cultivation~and:-the: purchass «-of :
seed. If these: would-sow’ one-third dess:and dec.
vote their surplus energy:towards an increase fim:
the yield per acre;sthey-woild -be far:better sat<
isfied at the end -of five 'yea¥s. Good! and
systematic cultivation snust be carried. on:in«com"
nection with ‘new.d#ind: improved: varieties-of ssed -
grain. There is:no use expending-money on the:
purchasing - of . new seeds and:sowing:them on. &:
worn-out  piece:sof- land,:’er: & poorky-cultivated:
field, - any more::than+-placing - a high, odh
animal in theyhands-~of aipoor:feeder :who! does:
not understand:the art.-of:handling high-clase:
stock. Both:iwould/soon be:of:np-use -under such
treatment. Ehis is te: a-large- extant: the :catine
of the failure of-many-who 4ry.-beth-new: seedss
and high-bred stock...:¥eoch: have: been improved:
and brought:up:-to:what: they: are: by: selectioms
hybridizing or ;breeditig and;: feeding,: and :
cultivation, er feeding and handling: - A.:darge:
class of farmers: begrsidge: the «money for Sexpenr.
sive seed,  forgetting: what::it: cost: tao:b ouk
such new wvarieties: or: strains. ,A:’gopdi;-lqgg{h_
one that.will produce a healthy, typical plamt,
and -to do this must have been produced by just
such a plant.’. Ggod seedscannot be-sold chekp-
ly, as the grower has.to. give patient ana ex-
pensive labor, and probably years of vamable
time. The cost of: these seeds:muy be:hilph; bats
they may: be:goedy:::Some would: like to-fry ¢he
new and expensive-seeds,: but :wait. until (BOme S8y
terprising neighber. has-snare ;than he needs. for.
his own use,, and then. they are xeady to. try 2
new sort..::-They allow the neighbor to lﬂt"&‘
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cream and.are content with the.skim milk.. Many

are too slowin this .matter. - The change of.
seed and new variety. with strong vitality and .
vigorous growth will. increase, the yield, we may
suppose seven to ten hushels per acre. . Thif in-

crease per acre will Day. for_ the bushel of seed,:
and 25 per cent, of the investment, to say moth- .
ing of the extra value of the firoduet "of this"
bushel. The changing and. selection’ of' seed
grains is sadly neglected by a Very large number. '
It ought not to"be necessary to say" anything to"
the readers of ‘this paper of the benefits to be de "
rived from “chavging: and ‘selectioti 6f seeds. < "Try"
this spring " the- effétt " of changing “séed from ‘oné’
kind of soil td adother.: Selection, 4f caréfilly’
followed up, ‘albhg ‘with-hand pidking would .give’
some pleasing “and *surprising ‘results to' anyone
who will take theé:itrouble. “ Whatever: youz sow=
let it be clean:and free. from ‘wild seeds.’’ ¥ @&
man sows whedt: he will reap it twenty-fold. B H:
he sows wild seeds he will reap: them:one-hundred:.
or a thousand-fold:s: ./ oo psvis st Susisd 848
The folowing: plan:hisa-been Ppracticed:on
farm, .of about500-gcres. for years, ;and.
not perfect; .it:si@sproviog sery: sahia{patony.
select the bess-fields. of,grainyfon: A1
ing the winter;or eo5l%: SREIRE.
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