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The Tragedy of Greatness
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It costs at least $10,000,000 to
build a Dreadnought, and $1,000,000
per annum to keep one of them

afloat. It also costs about $1,3500
every time one of their 12-inch gung
1s fired. Yet in about ten years the

ship that costs all this is so out-of-
date as to be practically useless.

A short list of the more notable
works of fiction to appear during the
coming season includes ‘“ An Aflair of
Dishonor,”” by Mr. William de Mor-

gan ; ‘““ Rest Harrow,”” by Mr.
Muaurice Hewlett ; ‘“ Lady Good-for-
Nothing,”” by Mr. A. T. Quiller-
Couch ;  ** Clayhanger,”” by Mr.

\rnold Bennett ; “"Early Victorian,”
by Mr. S. G. Tallentyre : ““A Doc-
tor’s Christmas Eve '’ by James Lane
Allen ; “*Adrian Savage,”” by Lucas
Malet ; and ‘* Men, Women and
Ghosts,” by Mrs. Edith Wharton.

Canada has the largest wheat field
in the world, the largest elevator
and the largest mill. The largest
lift-lock in the world is at Peterboro.
The longest bridge span is being
built at Quebec. The largest rail-
wayv yard in the Empire is in Win-
nipeg, and the largest collieries in
the world are in Nova Scotia. Can-
ada has the most prolific and exten-
sive sea fisheries in the world, the
largest  silver, nickel and copper
mines, and the thickest known coal
seam in the world.—[Oakville Star.

The guillotine owes its name to the
fact that, during the Revolution a
Dr. Guillotin, disgusted by tortures
which were inflicted on the poorer
classes when they were brought up
for judgment, proposed to the Con-
stituent Assembly that all “‘ crim-
inals *’ should be treated the same,
irrespective of rank, and that the
least painful possible execution for
all condemned to death should be
fixed upon. The motion was ac-
cepted, and another physician, Dr.
Antoine l.ouis, devised the machine,
first known as the ‘‘Louisette,”” but
afterwards as the *“ Guillotine,”
which was deemed more distinctive,
because  of  the prevalence of the
names l.ouis and l.ouise in FKFrance.
The awiul carnage of the guillotine,
which had not been foreseen by the
benevolent Dr. Guillotin, was a source
ol endless sorrow to him. ‘‘He could

never,”” writes a friend, ‘‘console him-
self for what he called the involun-
tary blot on his carcer. His vener-

able features wore an expression of
great  sadness,  his  hair had  been
bleached by anxiety In endeavoring
1o mitigate the suffering of humanity
he felt that he had unwillingly been
the means of destroving many lives -
Dro Guillotin died in 1814, just a
few dayvs before Napoleon abdicated
at Fontainebleau for the first time

It may not be generally known
that - during excavations carried on
by Dr 1 B Spooner, of the Indian
\rechacological  Survey, near Pesha-

war, India, some time ago, a poruon
ol the  remaine of  the founder ol
Buaddhysm was discovered. It is a

well attestod Tact that on the death
ol Gautama Buddha his body  was

burned and an immense tumuli built
to - preserve the pelies.  In time,
er th imvasions of Mahmud of
Cohazn i it was  lost, and  re-
maned <o untl discovered by e
Spoon a1 the suggestion of M
I onichn the  French  archaeologist

I hi it of the finding is as {0l
\iier much  hard work

wis discovered 11

nohided  metal casket., and

ianuary of rock ervsial

h: casket s e




