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299THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.APRIL 15, 190218'W
Growing and Selection of Seed Grain.

Fredericton, N. B., by G. H. Clark, 
Division, Department of Agriculture, 

Ottawa.]
failure in ttys, growing of profit- 

several influences.

CEMENT SILOS REPLACING WOODEN ONES.CEMENT SILO A COMPLETE SUC­
CESS.

" Farmer's Advocate ” :

ENT ROUND [Address given at 
Chief of Seed

I have had a concrete silo for only one season,
Thebut thus far it has given good satisfaction, 

silo is round, 12 feet in diameter, 30 feet high ; 
wall 12 inches thick at base and 7 inches at top.

built with the intention of «taking

w ni- To the Editor
We had a cement silo built in May, 1901, and 

it has given splendid satisfaction in every respect. 
It is round, and is eleven feet in diarheter, inside 
measurement, and thirty feet high The walls are 
ten inches thick at the bottom, and six inches at 
the top. The cement used was Beaver brand 1 ort- 
land, twelve parts of gravel to one of cement 
and about two loads of good-sized stone bmltm 
the wall. There is also a quarter-inch iron rod built 
in the wall above and below each door, of which 
there are five. About thirty loads of gravel and 
twenty barrels of cement were used in building. It 
took four men and a boy five days and a half to 
build, and two men one half day to Plastei the 
inside, and cost, when complete, about $liu.

1 think a cement silo far ahead of a wooden 
one. and cheaper in the end. A wood silo may 
last eight or ten years, but I see no reason why 

silo properly belli should not «si a 
hundred years or more. There is no danger of 
being blown down or destroyed by fire. One *n 
this neighborhood filled with corn withstood the 
heat of the burning barn and came th™uK 
out a crack, only the doors heing_ burned out 
Other doors were put in, and the silage e 

little waste.

The success or
able farm crops’ depends on , , _

speak of the importance of good feeds, I 
be understood to say that good 

seed is the one and only essential to success. A 
great deal depends on climatic conditions, over 
which we have no control ; perhaps more depends 

soil and the cultivation given to it ; but much 
the productive capacity of the seed

Lilli 5 
10 ft. The silo was 

it 5 feet higher, if it was needed, and 5 inches is
quite sufficient for thickness at top. 
with a slight batter on the outside. Thirty good 
loads of gravel and 23 barrels of Portland cement 

used in the wall. Flooring and plastering 
inside and out required about three barrels

It cost about $100, but the cost will 
with situation as regards gravel pits, etc.

When I 
do not wish tot, 27

.ones;
s. it

It is built
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every 
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PRODUCTIVENESS OF SEED.—Perhaps the 
quality to be sought after in securing seed 

Variations in the yield of our
the

of cement.
firstvary

I have never had a wooden silo, but several farm- 
this locality have replaced wooden silos by

considered more

is productiveness.
common farm crops are usually ascribed to 
productiveness of varieties and to the productive 
capacity of the soil. That the productiveness of 
two strains of seed of the same variety may vary 
quite as much as varieties themselves is not fully 
recognized.

It is very important that such varieties of 
farm crops be selected as will fit into our pai- 
ticular conditions of soil and climate. But with 
the best variety and the best soil much can be 
done to increase the yield of grain. In a favor­
able season a soil may be capable of producing 

of Banner oats, while the

ers in
where 
!i the 
, and 
all is

The cement silos arecement.
durable, but as regards the preservation of the en- 

is about as good as the other, as farsilage one
as I know. I have had no trouble with the walls 
cracking, and the only places where the silage 
dried out and spoiled was immediately around the 
doors. I consider this to be caused by imperfectly 
air-tight doors, and think that it could be ovei- 
come by perfecting them. I think the best way 
to build one is by means of curbs on the inside 

In mine I placed 5-16 iron rods about 
and about two inches from the

n
iction 
ready 

only 
them 

! they 
îad it 
;d on 
)p the 
hould 
but if 
ban a 
ney.

sixty bushels per acre 
seed of that variety used may not be capable of 
producing a greater yield than fifty bushels per 
acre. By examining a sample of seed, we can only 
judge as to its purity and vitality. To be able to 
judge as to its productiveness we must have sonic 
knowledge of its previous history.

HOW VARIETIES ARE BROUGHT OUT.— 
Each year quite a list of new varieties are intro­
duced. Each year we find in the catalogues of 
seed firms glowing accounts of new varieties o 
farm crops. Some of those varieties prove to be 
of real worth and are adapted to a wide range of 

of soil and climate, but a very large
The

and out. 
two feet apart 
outside and hooked the ends of each together so 
as to form a solid band around the silo. 1 have 
three openings in mine, but if I were going ° 
build again I would have four.

Perth Co., Ont.

very

e„^XnVT,sr“ JS ÏÏS3TÆ
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tight there will be a few forkfuls spoil there.

I may say here that 1 have found ensdage to 
be a very good and cheap food when fed with cut 
straw and a little meal or shorts, and I would 
not farm any more if I could not have a suo.

As to building, ours was built with two sets of 
rings made with boiler iron two feet deep and as 
large around as you wish to build your silo^
While one set is filled and drying, the other set ■■ 

be filled, and so on, until you ieach the de-

Isaac W. ,T ohns.

ie ad- 
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d fill- 
set.—
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conditions t ... „„
percentage of them have a short history, 
testing of these new varieties is too expensive an 
undertaking for the average farmer, 
results would be obtained if our people would 
turn their attention a little more to improving 
the old standard varieties which they have found 
to be well suited to their farms. If they were to 
put into practice on their own farms some of the 
simple methods that are used in bringing out new 
varieties, the results would surprise them.

New and improved varieties are brought tut 
largely by selection. By artificial cross-.ertiliza- 
tion the desirable characteristics of two varieties 

_ may be combined, but such characteristics can be
■ fixed only by constant and careful selection after
■ cross-fertilization has been accomplished. 1 his

varieties of far in crops

EW — liïSfcan
sired height.

The foundation for the silo 
ging a trench 2 feet deep, or until we 
good hard bottom ; then fill in with cement an j. 
large stones. This wall is 18 inches wide and 2 
feet high. The wall received one coat of plastei ■■SL* 
composed of three parts line sand to one pai 
cement. It took three barrels cement and one 
load sand. As far as a roof is concerned, I laid 
.. few Planks over to keep snow out that is a 
that is necessary. Alex' 1

Huron Co., Ont.
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COST OF A LARGE CEMENT SILO.
1 built a cement concrete silo in July, 1901, 

and I must say that it has given me Perfect sat- ■ 
isfaction, it being round and 14 ft. inside (clea ) 
bv 30 ft high; walls 10 inches at bottom, tapered ■ 
from outside to the top, which is 8 inches and m j 

loo are x
inches up, to which the raft rs of roof are selection, by taking
i i< „i have to be. ,,i barrels of “Beaver'’ brand ce- jpffrom a low to a high degree of productiveness.
WllS, tMs doing Plastering and flooring com- For instance, at the Minnesota Experiment

for 1 $2.90 per Station HtrUltnS_.0so(1.i ' .
1 ’ !mvpl 4- va-ds and 2 loads of sand for wheat are brought out by selecting seed from

vîas'teidng Having the’gravel and sand myself I vigorous plants which possess certain
plastei ng. 8 per yard; and about 2 yards  ̂ characteristics, and planting a small plot or go
Ssized field stone and $3 of 1-inch round iron MR. b ROBINSON land with five hundred seeds. From^ tjj*^us
to be built in with cement. No. 9 wire would For „ome ;ti years a reader of the ‘‘Farniers Advocate,” hundred plants ten or more^of the t

, hllt tj,e hardware men had none on hand, and at Niagara Falls South, Ont. are selected as mother plants fr . f _ „
hé Ï inch round iron seemed to be easier to work large, well-developed heads to produce seedier a

with1 1 do not know the value of! a wooden »Ao._ EXPERIENCE WITH STONE SILO. sélection isÏe^tecTtor i number of years

thin°kmone6ofSthé firrt squared,To^to'a round one!' as'it'^'emder built ^^oc^oïoC^pl^ïs ^'anfgiveTar^^fclds

have not so much material lying around when second coa^ W^,s arc 18 inches at the bottom NESS.-Now let us consider how this’ ^ee^U 
completed in the shape of plank braces, etc . and cement, dhe There is no need has been raised from a low to a high sta

w 61—: w-jr s rjs; =t m
« a as m

Wellmgtan to., Ont. selection except what can be made with a
fannlng-mill. The seed will be taken from a crop 

under conditions quite opposite to 
in improving the vigor and 

By thick seeding we 
An im-
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safely be left in the hands of specialists, it
to be undertaken bymay

is too complicated a process
the average farmer. 0,i

But a great many of our new and “«P™
brought out by simple methods of 

old standard varieties which 
valuable, and raising them
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4 20
28 barrels cement....................
42 yards gravel........................
2 yards sand...............................
1-inch iron...................................
Rent of rings...............................
Contractor, 8J days at $2 
Contractor's man, Si days at Î1 25....
Myself and hired man, $1.............................
Extra help............................................... '.............
Scaffolding..............................................................
Roof............................................................................

25silage
tside.
y say
iat is 
. The 
y at- 

Tlie 
There 
iron. 

3 was 
good 

le ev-
would 
si ness 
rail.

3 00 
6 00 

17 00 
10 65 
17 00 

3 00 
5 00 

15 00

Double Cement Silo. which is grown

d eep!C w I, fch° h a vc never shown a crack or a^flaw. IhS seed to

The outside walls are 18 inches vu the succeeding crops.
and 12 inches at top f'^woST have done HOW TO PREVENT SEED FROM RUNNING
slightly heavier, nside The concrete was OUT —If the farmers of Canada would make a
The corners are rounded inside, 'he f rowing their seed grain on special

Mot'o, ground—on those portions of their fields

Total....................................................... 30

1 have not counted in teaming material oi 
digging foundation or board of men. which in all 
would bring the total cost close to $175.

Huron Co. Win. Lockhart.
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