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This represents about half of the total cost of
the service for that year.

In addition to increasing the pay of the car-
riers, provision has been made to give them va-
cations, and to pay for their substitutes. During
the year 1907 the salaries paid to carriers who
took the place of the regular carriers, while the
latter were on their holidays, amounted to over
$700,000.

These figures are interesting caly in that they
show that the great increace in the cost of the

The Bacon Hog
Those who rush In and out of hogs generslly miss the best
w n

service has been due, not so much to the rapid
extension of the service, as some people have en-
deavored to lead us to believe, as it has been
caused by the increases in the salaries of the
carriers. These increases have been made neces-
sary by the increase in the cost of living that
has taken place during the past few years.
ARE NOT ALARMED

There is not the slightest possibility that free
rural delivery will ever be discontinued in the
United States. Now that the rapid increase in
the extension of the service has been checked,
for the simple reason that the service is almost
universal, neither the post office officials, the gov-
ernment, nor the people of the United States are
in any way apprehensive as to the future or final
cost of the service,. When I asked Fourth As-
sistant Postmaster General De Graw if there was
any possibility of the service ever being discon-
tinued, he laughed, and said, “Discontinued!
why? what we are wondering about now is when
our farmers will commence to ask to have their
mail delivered twice a day.”—H. B. C

Review of the Hog Situation
W. H. McNish, Lyn, Ont.

To advise farmers to go in more largely for
the production of bacon hogs, in view of the pre-
sent extremely low prices for live hogs, and the
high prices for grains of all kinds, would seem
idle. The existing conditions are altogether out
of proportion. True, live hogs have been lower.
The price of all food stuffs, however, has been
higher this winter than at any time within my
recollection, and probably within the recollection
of most farmers in Canada. But these condi-
Jons will not always last. They will probably

| ‘it is not a beef r

home market is bound to be of considerable ‘'m-
porfance to the Canadian producer of bacon hogs.

There is another point wherein we are not be-
iig treated fairly. The man who takes pains,
ecad produces the proper class of hoge, . es not
get full value for them. If a proper discrimina-
tion were made between first-class and inferior
hogs, nothing would do more to raise the stan-
dard of Canadian bacon

It bacon hogs can be produced at a profii any-
where, Eastern Ontario is the place. In uo other
place are the natural conditions so ideal for hog
production.

raising distriet. It is essentially a first-class
dairy district. Outside of the hay, grain and fruit
needed for local requirements, the energies of the
Eastern Ontario farmers should be concentrated
on the production of fine dairy produce, and its
co-industry, bacon hogs Neither one can be
bought to the highest degree of success without
the other. The dairy farmer must have the
bacon pigs to turn into cash the unmarketable
by-products of the dairy. The bacon producer
must have the cheap food that the dairy by-
products gives him, to make his business profit-
able, The soil in Factern Ontario is well adapt-
ed for dairying. Wo can produce a great variety
of fodder crops. A well appointed farm can have
an abundance of succulent food for both dairy
cows and bacon hogs, each month of the year.
Our soil is well suited to the production of pas-
ture grass, which, after all, is our most important
crop—though one most neglected. Again, we have
an abundant supply of fresh water. It is possi-
ble with modern appliances, for every dairyman
to have at little expense, running water before
his cows at all times. We have climatic condi-
tions that are most favorable. If we cannot have
June conditions the year round ,we can have con-
ditions favorable for a large milk supply. Be-
sides, we have the people to carry on successful-
ly these twin industries.

We need more enthwiinsm, and more thinking
along the proper lines. With this enthusiasm and
more thinking would come better marketing fa-
cilities, co-operation, #nd, perhaps, co-operative
packing houses. Why not? We have them for
the manufacture of cheese and butter.

It has been said hat the shortest cut to a
man's heart is via L's pocket book. If he goes
into & venture that empties his pocket book, and
does not replenish it, that venture will be dropped
like a hot potato. On the other hand, if the ven-
ture is profitable, and continually adds to his
pocketbook, he will stick to it. He will become
enthusiastic.

It is conceded on good authority—and it has
been my experience—that a bushel of corn will
produce 10 Ibs. of pork. On this basis 70 cents
worth of corn (the ruling price) will produce 10
Ibs. of pork. At 5 cents a lb., (the price in
Toronto), this would be worth so cents. This
means a loss of 20 cents in the transaction. But
take a bushel of corn, and 100 1bs. of skim milk,
and feed them together. The combined foods will
produce 18 Ibs. of pork. At 5 cents a pound this
would bring 90 cents. Your investment on the
bushel of corn therby is made profitable, and, in
addition you have 20 cents a owt, at home for
your.skim milk. Let us take another example:
A combination of corn and barley at, say,l cent
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It is not a grain growing district, |
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ness for the winter months. Last winter my ex-
perience was not so favorable. My pigs did not
do so well. I lost quite a few from one cause
and another. Upon inquiry I found that last
winter was a very severe one on hogs, both in
Canada and the Btates. This winter I have
turned off 64. With very little milk, and the high
prices for feed I will come out just about even.
I will look for some profit, however from the four-
acre field that I have treated with a good coat
of pig manure, which is the very best fertil’wer
you can apply.

As to the comparative value of skim milk and
whey, some say the latter when fed to the best
advanage is quite as good as skim milk. I think
that vhey is only half as good as skim milk. We
will figure on that basis in Easte rn Ontario, Here
we have half a million dairy covs. If the whey

1 from the facture of cheese here,
was fed to the best advantage, it would be suffie-
ient for one million pigs, or double what is pro-
duced at the present time. This would put five
millions of dollars of cash in the pockets of the
farmers of this section. It would greatly inevease
also the fertility of their farms

With a first class type of bacon hog, pasture
in summer, roots in winter, together with the
by-products of the dairy, the outlook for the
bacon producer is hopeful, even at the present
time. With more ecare in selecting the correct
type, and more intelligence in the handling and
feeding of pigs, there is no reason why Canadian
dairymen cannot clear double the amount on
bacon that they are doing.

The Price of Hogs and Bacon

Mr. W. O. Sealey in addressing a meeting in
Hamilton recently, made the following statement
regarding the alleged combine among pork pack
ers:

“Since the price of live hogs has fallen to sc
a Ib. to the producer, the price of bacon has
risen to the consumer to 20c a Ib. and upwards.
When the price of hogs was 7c a Ib., the price
of bacon to the consumer was as a rule only 17¢
a Ib. This looks as if there was a most effec-
tive double-edged «combine to unduly lower the
price of the live hogs and increase the price
of the finished product to the consumer. This
combine is not among the producers on the one
hand nor among the consumers on the other.
It would seem to rest between the retail deal-
ers and the packing houses. But as the former
are too numerous to form a combine, the blame
must rest upon the packers. The buyers for the
packing houses get their instructions weekly what

An English Berkshire
Ono of the good ones produced in the Old Country.

to pay farmers for hogs, and location considered,
prices are practically the same. On the other
hand travellers representing the packing houses
quote to retailers practically the same prices
for the finished article. Upon the packing hous-
es, therefore, rests the blame {ur the present
anomaly in pork trade—low prices for live hogs
and high prices for the cured product.”




