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Hu opportunities for the profitable em-
of money in Great Dritain

seem have been greater, judging
turns of the banks of the United Kingdom,

Profit |u-~\|mn(
L]

to
from the re »
in 1897 than n the preceding year.

The profits of all the banks publishing balance
sheets, amounted to $45,090,000 for 1897, as against
$41,040.000 1 1896, The market value of bank
stocks also showed a corresponding improvement, the
total value on Dec. 3ist, 1897, being $1,183,135,000
against $1,100,510,000 in 1890.
apital of the banks of Great Britain at the close of
the year was I'he
premium on the shares of English banks rose during

['he actual paid-up

$301,855,000. average market

the twelve months, from 210 per cent. to 231 per cent,,
the shares of Scotch banks from 207 per cent. to 220,
and the It banks from 186 to 198 per cent.  The
improvement in the English banks was noticeable
throug hie the yvear; but in the Scotch and Insh
banks 1t rred mainly in the first-hali of the year.

ihe Jn wrilers who, a lew  years ago,
COMULICTIC iging doleful ditties about the decad
ence ol Lreat britain at home and abroad, and the
triumpl crmany and other nations over ther
great rival i the markets of the world, can dry their
tears wi balance sheets of the banks and m
surance companies ot the United Kmgdom for 18y;7.

Lhe nusu it the world s sull blooming and has

ot yet reached the period of universal decay,
wr ol a mighty race,
Y o thy yowthtul grace!

hie cder dames, thy haughty peers,

re and hate thy blooming years.

(Bryant,)
>

Uy some statistics compiled from the
annual report of the Briush Board ot

rade, by the London Sharcholder,
udge of the effect ‘of 'déclaring coal con-
I'he figures are Gnly brought up to
I 1896, when the gfreatest produmug coun-

Coal

Contraband
we

are ablc
traband «
the clost

war.

Mes were ~Great  Britain, 195,361,000 t ;- the
United States, 171,416,000 tons; Germany, 85,600,
000; France, 28,750,000; Belgium, 21,252,000; Aus-
tia-Hungary, 11,033,000; Russia, 9,229,000; and

Japan, 4.%40,000 (in 18935).  Spain only produced 1,-
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' With coal declared contraband and
! the Spanish navy requiring all the supply in the coun-
! try,

bound to suffer, and the
the as, during last
Spain bought 2,000,000 tons of coal in the

853,000 tons,

the manufacturing industries of that country are
loss of Great Britain will

also be heavy from same cause,
year,
United Kingdom.

Comparison of the figures of coal producing coun-
tries shows that Japan produced five times as much
in 1883, India over three

1805 as n times as much,

Canada nearly treble, and Russia more than double.

Great Britain increased in the period mentioned
irom 104,000,000 tons to 195,000,000, and is the great-
est producer, the heaviest consumer, and the largest

exporter.  In 1890, England sent out of the country
45,000,000 tons ol \'H..u, Liermany wlltllng 0,000,000,
Lopited  States New
South Wales 2,890,000, and Japan Pro
portionately Italy imports more coal than any other
country and 9o per cent. of her supply is obtained
from Lngland.

Sweden with 87

l'n‘lgnllll 4,000,000, 2,500,000,

2,000 000,

Great Byitain i

cent, ol

1890 also supplied
per

her supply, Spain with

48 per cent,, Russia with 15 per cent., and France
with 12 per cent.
-
President Kruger's reply to the British
Coming :
Brouts olomal Office despatch of October
last, has been made the subject for much

debate in Adrican cireles in London.

I he Transvaal
Government denies Britain’s suzerainty over the

public, and claims that

Re

the convention of 1884 was
something more than an amendment of that of 1881,
Mr. Chamber

lain, on the other hand, contends that the

being virtually an abrogation of i,
Transvaal,
being unable to enter into treaties with foreign coun
tries unless Her
ment, is in a state of suzerainty, althougl that word
may not occur in the 1884 document. The period
would seem to have arrived when Great Dritain will

by consent of .\l.lj\'\l.\.\ Giovern

| have to assert herself as the leading power in Africa
and brush away the delusions ungler which Presidem
Kruger lahours, In the meantime, it is stated that
pending seform and the removal of restrictions and
which  noss. chafe hamper the Utlanders, the
loan to the Transvaal offered in London was ot
too well received.,

and




