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11V 1AX M ACL Ali EN.
iug tu expound the disputa over meat 
oliervd to idols in the nisi epiMle to the 
Corinthian 
head ul .

to >peak gently and humbly, lor in 
Hutu in* own conscience Was with the 
eiuers, and, as he hellevctl, then ciuuussy.

“luu may not know, sir, but 1 will be 
telling you, that alter the service

and he Imd omitted one 
sermon and the whole of the 

practical application. Simply
nervous and hi» memory had tail

ed. llui he eotild not conceal lrom liiui- 
M.U that if there hud been any real unity 

ig, and it lie had beeu »i<euk- 
haud, he would not have 

been so helpless. Tile people were very 
patient, and had made no eompiaint, but 
there wu* a limit, and it must have been 
reached. Hondo*, it wo» Hot honorable 
or tolerable that a man bliould undertake 
the duties ot u prolcssiuii and not lie 
able to discharge them, 
dent dial he could not preach, and it 
did not seem likely he would ever be 
able to do fco; and a* in the Kirk no 
man can even have the uio*t modest 
ce»» or the narrowest sphere oi labor 
unie** he can produce some non ot »ci- 
inon, hi* duly
not chosen the ministry ol his 
ctrd, but had entered it to please 
whose kindness lie could never repay; 
his action had been a service of piety, but 
it had been u mistake in practice, and 
one thing only remained lor him. During 
the week he would consult the only per 
son affected by the step and resign his 
charge. The people trooping up with 
nothing but friendly thoughts of him
tculd not guvs» how bitter a cup their 
minister was drinking, but the sound ot 
their loot steps fell upon his heart like 
drops ot lilt*. There were other fields 
open to him, and he aught live to do 
good work in hi» day; but his public life 
had started with a disastrous failure, 
and as l"iig as he lived he would walk 
humbly. \\ lien the last of the congre
gation had left, and there was not a sound 
except a thrush welcoming spring 
hi* chceilul note, and caring n-.t that 
winter had settled down uinm u human 
soul, Carmichael rose and crept up the 
forsaken church a broken man.

As he stood in the vestry his chin sunk 
on his vhe*t, and lie resolved to wait there 
for a little lest a straggler should be loit
ering about the manse gate, 
knocked at the dcor.

in.’It was the custom in the Free Kirk 
ol Driiiutocbty that the minister should 
sit iu the pulpit after service till the 

«Vs the people 
streamed by on either side, none of them 
would have spoken to him, or shown any 
sign of recognition, for that would have 
bciii Kid manners. Hut their faces soft
ened into a kindly expression us they 
fïisscd and tliey conveyed as by an 
atmosphere that they were sattslied with 
the sermon. If the minister on his 
part had descended from the pulpit, uud 
stood below in hi*

because
ami Hie people have gone out lrom the 
House ul tiuii, the eiuers speak together 
below the big ticw11 live, and tUeir speech 
will lie about the worship uud the ser
mon. \uu are not to think, added 
.ingiis with u gracious smile, "that they 
will be cruising what is said, or liard- 
uiiug tli«r hearts against tlie council 
ol lue Lord declare".' by the mouth ot 
ills servant. Uli, no, we will rather be 
sluniig up the bread ul Liod, tiiat we may 
out thereof during tho day» of the week, 
and have strength lor the way."

Carmichael asured Angus that he knew 
baw iair-iuiiided and kind hearted the 
elders were, both in wold and deed. And 
braced hnuselt lor what was coming.

“Iliia morning,'' eouliuucd Am 
"the elders were all there, uud when 
we looked at one another's luces we were

lu

ll nidi lias emptied.

Ill Ills tlllllkll
mg at hist

it was now evi-wn and bands, 
and sundry and 

mg cheery remarks, the congregation 
Id have Ik'vii scandalized, and would 

have tell he bad forgotten the dignity 
of his oilier, 
hie place with 
mail who had *pi 
Lord, and not t 
a place of conversation. If he rose, and 
leaning over the side of the pulpit asked 
a mother how it fared with her sick 
daughter, or stretched out his hand to 
bid a young man welcome after 
of absence from the glen, this rare act 
was invested with si»evial kindliness, 
and the recipients, together with their 
friends, were deeply impressed.
< Id Hell ltobh, who brought up the tail 
of the procession, Used to drag a little

K"
allshaking hands with

lie was expected to keep 
gracious solemnity, as a 
lokeu in the name of the 
u turn the church into

tit'-.seemed plain. il« had
own ae-

ji.ilgiug that tlie same things will be in 
our hearts. It was with us for weeks, 

and today it came 
ew that we were not

and it xva» 
to speech.
li-veliug together a» the session, and it is 

business 1 will be coining with; we 
met us the cklvin of the llock, and it is as 
your friend that 1 am here in much hu- 
DeiUty. Hut it is nut v 
to say what has beeu

glowing,

When tor this man 
upon him."

Carmichael wa» sorry lor him, and 
s'giicd to him to go on.

“You were chosen, 1 will be reminding 
you," said Angus will, a gracious expres
sion on bis lace, “by the goodwill of all 
l lie people, and l 
when the clerk of the 
in his place and said that the call would 
Ijc lcll with the elder*, so that all the 
people might be having the opportunity 
ul signing it, aud 1 stood up uud replied 
to the reverend gentleman, It is not 
necessary, they have all signed." U yes, 

had,

kid
in the passage with simple art, arrutig 
iug lier well-worn shawl or replacing the 
- --ipmiiint haves in her Bible, '

• that she might got a shake of the 
minister's hand, no tie grudged her hi# 
word of good cheer, for the 
a faithful soul she was mid how kind 
the was to blind Marjorie, 
minister's liand, no one 
home to Marjorie, and 
she never went empty-handed, the glen 
was well content, for no one in its leug'.h 
and breadth had suffered so much as Mar
jorie, and none was so full of peace. 
Donald Mcnzies would sometimes boldly 
stand at the pulpit-loot upon octsisun 
till the minister descended, but those 
were days in which his soul had just 
come out of prison, and he rejoiced upon 
his high places. Otherwise they depart
ed quietly from the house of Hod. Then 
the minister went up through the silent 
church to his little vestry, and ft was 
his custom to turn at the dour and look 
down the church to the pulpit, imagining 
the people again in their pews, and bless
ing in bis heart the good men and wo
men who were now making their way 
by country roads to their disant homes.

Today John Carmichael wits In Uic 
pulpit with his head Wnt and buried in 
bis hands, for he has been deeply num- 
hlvd. When he was appointed to the 
free Kirk he knew that he could not 
preach, for that I tad been faithfully im- 
pienaed upon him in his city assistant ship, 
but it was given him during his first six 
n onths, face to face with the critic# ot 
the glen, to learn how vast was his lie 
rapacity. Unto the end of his ministry 
he never forgot the hours of travail, as 
he endeavored to prepare an exposition 
and a sermon for the Sabbath service. 
He read every commentary on the 1 «as- 
sage which he |Ki».-esned and every refer
ence in the book ol" dogma; lie hunted 
literature through for illustrations, 
made adventurous voyages into scii 
ftt nnalogi 
which lie

t was u very proud day 
lTcsl)> very stooly knew what

And if the 
udgeil her Ins 
boasted thatHill

aud so they
woman that was upon tlie roll, 
young people, tliey 
names loo upon the 
every one above sixteen years ol age. 
.Viicl tlie very children would be wishing 
that day that they had something to sign, 
lor the hearts ot tlie people nad gone 
out toward# you and there was one voice 
iu every mouth, ‘Hlessod is he that 
cometh iu the name ot the Lord."

every man and every 
Aud the 

had written their
e paper ol adiiereucc,somet un

it was the elder, 
who, of all the session, was chiefly loved 

As soon as Carmichael 
face he knew as by instinct why 

he had come, and what he was goii

the congregational

his1
re any difficult task iu 

life requiring both 
ct mage and delicacy, it was laid on 
Aligns Sutherland, uud he never failed 
to acquit himself well. Never had he 
come on a more unwelcome errand, and 
Carmichael felt that he must make the 
course a* smooth as possible, for without 
doubt the elder had been sent to make 
u just complaint. It required 
man to come, and Carmichael must also 
play tlie man, lie pulled hiiitscll to
gether and gave a courteooo, and eo far 
as lie could, a cheerful welcome to tlie
good i ldy.

“It is good weather that we are having 
sir." Iiegun Angus, speaking Knglidi with 
the soft Claelic accent, for lie was t 
West Highlander, who had settled in the 
glen, “it is good to sec the beginning of 
Spring. We will be hoping that the 
Spirit of <iod may spring in our own 
heurta, and then we shall also lie lifting 
up our voice*. ltut 1 must not be de
taining you when you will be very 
tired with your work, and be needing 
rest. Max lu* I should not be troubling 
you ut all at this time, but I have been 
sent by the elders with a message, 
because I am better Ilian my brethren.
but mill I....mise it is my fortune to be a
little older.

If there we

Carmichael gave -Yngus 
that lie would never iorgel those thing •» 
while he lived, and he prayed Liod that 
he n.;ght be a better man tor the peo
ple's confidence in limp Hut In» heart 
was beginning to break as be thought cl 
their bitter disappointment, and the 
trust which had tailed iu hie hand».

“It is three months since you entered 
upon your ministry among u», and you 
will not be angry with me il 1 am saying 

ng to ha.'ti 
i you, tor there 
burden of souls.

to understand

a brave

to you that 
so heavy a 
is no burden like the 
.Vnd tlie elder» will be noticing aud so 
will all the people, lor they are not with
out under» landim; iu Drumtoehty, that 
you are giving yourself witi. oil your 
miiid and all your heart unto the work of 
the Lord. The people are owing that 
whatsoever talents the Lord lias been 
pleased to give are laid out ut usury, aud 
they are judging you very tankini, both 
in your study and in their homes. But," 
soit cuing hi» voice till it wa# like a 
whisjier at eventide, "you are very young, 
and tlie ministry of the l«ord i» very 
arduous."

Amid all hi* sulfering Carmichael could 
not help admiring the courtesy and con
sideration with which Angus presented 
tlie petition of the session, which he wax 
perl wily certain by this time was a sug-

yuu are very you 
weight

There was no field from 
not paipfully gather, except 

conventional religious anecdotege. which 
in even his hour* of despair lie refused to 

brick he built up hi* 
Sunday it would I 

ble to pieces in bin hands, and p 
nothing but a limp of disconnected re
marks for the consideration of the | ample. 
Ibis morning he had come to a halt try-

touch. Itrick by 
Ik iw. iiivl then

Carmichael knew then that he was
right in hi* anticipation, and he asked 
Angus to sity what was given him frank-
ly, and to make no delay. And be tried

jf


