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How true it i hat “‘uneasy lies the head
that wears a crv n.” The Czar is said to
pass sleepless nights. He is a close prison-
er i his palace and mistrusts everybody.
The food that he eats is first sampled by
servants,

We are glad, says the Catholic Regis-
ter, that the Dominion of Canada will
assert itself as a Sunday-observing coun-
try.  Whatever sacrifice it may place up-
on the few, it brings rest and relief to
the many, and the benediction of the
Most High upon the country adopting
it and the people obeying its reasonable
provisions

Many will hear with mingi:| feelings
that the monthly issue of Good Words us
a sixpenny magazine will give plice to o
weekly issue at one penny on May Jst,
Among the various teatures wuth the
new issue will contain, it 18 intended to
republish from week to week the Mo
oirs of the first Editor, Dr. Noinan M
leod, revised and aoo ted by s
atthor, the present edu or of ool Words,
Dr. Donald Macleod.

The King has signified his approval of
the recommendations of the Royal Geo-
graphical Society for the award of the
loyal medal to Dr. Robert Bell, director of
the Geological Survey of Canada, in recog-
nition of his great work of exploration.
This medal, which is bestowed by his Ma-
s patron, was instituted by Queen
ia in 1839, It is said that Dr. Bell
has extended the knowledge of the geo-
graphy of Canada more than any other
living man.  Dr, Bell's many friends tender
him  hearty congratulations on this well-
merited distinetion.

We are told by a contemporary that the
Presbyterian church in Mexico is a body
formed a few years ago by missionaries
and native pastors, until then affiliated
with various Preshyteries of the Northern
and Southern Church.  Its four Presby-
ries are working in fourteen of she States
of Mexico.  There are now 5 churches,
276 preaching stations, and 5,381

5 communi-
cants.  There are 3006 Sunday school
pupils, 271 girls in the Preshyterian Nor-
mal School, and 39 young me academie
courses,  The work seems prosperous and
hopeful. A denominational  weekly is
published in Spanish, and the work as a
whole is commending itself to the people
more and more,

PRESBYTERIANS IN FRANCE.

According to a contemporary—"‘Under
the new regulations established by ta:
French Legislature, the Retormed Church
i France found it necessary to declare a
creed in order to afford a constitutional
core of roganization and unity which the
State would recogunize. One hundred and
one representeuves met recently in
Synod at Orleans to Jay out and adopt »
‘trust deed’ for the future., For many
vears the Synod has been uunable e.the
te affim or revise its creed, being tor-
Lidden by the State to assemble at all.
1: was not to be woudered at, thereiore,
that wide differences were divulged by this,
the first free discussion enjoyed in a gen-
eration, After a debate lasting ten days
the majority of the members re-atlivmed
the Coutession of Faith  published .o
1872, About 40 of the 101 representatives
declmed to vote. ln this minonty were
embraced both the moderate and the radi-
wal elements, the latter being for the most
part Unitarian, These lati - wished o
creed. The moderate members wished a
revised creed. The majonty voted for the
oJd creed as it has long stood. While tha
vote will, without doubt, result in the
withdrawal ofthe radicals, it may result
also in reancorporating with the origiuul
body the Free Evangehical Churches which
withdrew i 1848 under the leadership of
Frederic Monod.”

THE HOTEL PROBLEM,

A contemporary correctly says there is
a g at deal ot confusion of language and
thought respecting the hotel problem in
Cotario,  Constantly in Parliament, says
our contemporary, keeping hotel is con-
sidered and discussed as it it meant keep-
ing barroom; and the only kind of hotel
ot which the Government is disposed to
tuke account is not the kind that is real-
1; hotel, but the kind that is barroom
with hotel attachment. Says the Globe:
“lmprovement will no* be brought about
by setting in the forefront of every hotel
license the barrom features. 1f one-half
of the time and thought were given by
the Government and | egislature of On-
tario to barroom business vere devoted
with intelligence and purpose to the
liotel busmness some real progress might
le made. At present our legislators are
cnly beating the air and marking time.
All this juggling over fees and percentages
is inconsequent trithing. The emphasis s
«till on the barroom, not on the hotel.
It the Government were ready to cut the
barroom entirely out ot the hotel business
sel the sale of liquor apart by itself, and
the keeping of hotel by itself, giving to
each the inspection and protection of
license according to the nature and needs
ot each, the problems involved in both
would be possible of solution. Under pre
sent oonditions there wil  be constant
trouble. Let the liguor men be kept to
the liquor trade and the hotel men to the
hotel trade, and let both be under ade-
quate oversight,”

In England negotiations for umion be-
twee, the three smaller branches of Meth-
odism are making most cheering progress,
remarks The (London) Presbyterian. lu
the Methodist New Connexion. the most
conservative of the three, only one small
circuit has voted against union, whie 8
kave approved. In the Methodist Free
Church there were two adverse votes
against 198 in favour, and the Bible Chris-
tians show a similar result.  Next year,
at latest, it is expected, will sce the three
three Churches made one—a noble object
lesson for us all.

The Maritime Baptist rvemarks:  The
prohibitory  law  of Prince Edward Is-
land i demonstrating its effectiveness.
[n Charlottetown the last year under li-
cense  there  were 720 convictions  for
drunkenness,  Under prohibition in 1904
there were 175 convictions, and last year
the number was reduced to 94. During
the first month of tiis year, there were
only two drunkenness econvictions. And
the peace and quiet of the city are main-
tained by a much swmaller police force
than in the years of license.

ONTARIO NEW LIQUOR BILL.

“The Pioneer” thus summerses what it
describes as the good features ol tie
Liquor Legislation recently brought b
tore the Legislative Assembly by oo
Me. Hauna,

The new Bill gives twenty-live per ceunt
of the electors of @ municipality power to
compel the submission to the electors ol
a Local Option bylaw, ‘This is a fair pro-
vision, 'I'he same section provides thai
a twenty-five per cent. pelition may cot-
pel the submission of a repealing bylaw
‘This is an advantage to the liquor party
The Provincial Secretary says that both
parties asked for a change. \We suppose
that the liquor party asked for a latter,
and the temperance party for the former
However, we accept the provision as o
whole, and look upon it as a decided im
provement in the law, preventing a muni
@pal council, or a majority of that counci
from perpetrating the injustice of refusing
to allow the people to vote as the law iu
tended they should.

The new Bl also provides that il o
prohubitory by-law has been adopted by
the electors, it must finally be passed by
the municipal council. This 1s uov zew.
The Municipal Act now provides that
when a peutwn compels tue submitting
any bylaw, the council must give suco
bylaw a third reading if the people have
ratified it. 1t s well, however, to have
the jwovision definitely set our i the
License Law as applying to the partcular
case of local prohibition.

The Municipal Act prohibits a license-
holder from being a member of a munici-
pal council. The new Bill exteuds thus
prohibition to the husband, business
partner, or parent of a license,  This is
on extension of a principle that 18 sound.

The new Bill does away with the taking
O a special census to increase the num-
ber of heenses m a municpality,
privileges granted under the old Aet were
frequently abused. The popuiaton given
in the assessment roll will hereafter be
the basis for the number of licenses in
a4 municipality,  The privileges granted
under the old Act were frequently abused.
The population given in the assessment
wil will hereafter be the basis tor the
number of licenses to be issued.

The new Bill provides for the keeping
of barcooms closed during the hours in
which the sale of liquor is pronibited.
The old Law ouly did this in towns and
cities,

The new Bill wcreases the striugeucy
of the provisions for the regulat.on of the
sale of lquor during prohibited hours on
certificates from  physicians  or  magisi-
rates,

The new Bill revives a section of the
License Act which was repealed a couple
of years ago, which provides that a con-
viction made under the license law was
1ot to be considered invalid because ol
some slight difference between the in-
tormation Jaid and the conviction made,
cr sowe other technical defeat in the con
cuct of t! case, provided it is clear that
the offence was committeed, and that no
excessive penalty was uanposed.

The new Bill contains a useful provision
for the abolition of the ticd-house system,
under which taverns are wow practically
owned by brewers, thus making simply
local agencies of big manufacturing busiu
esses,

Tu all the respects mentioned the new
measure 18 a decided improvement upon
the License Act us it now stands.

Our contmporary also places hefore s
veaders the other side of the picture. in
terms following:

The worst feature of the new Liquor
Act is the requiring that in voting on
& Local Option by-law, the temperance
party will be counted as defeated unless
they poll three-fifths of the ballots cast.
his provision is discussed in  full else-
where.

As the law now stands, a Local Option
by-law when adopted must have a three
years' trial. The new bill veduces this
to two years, and thus permits of the
taking of a vote on the question of repeal,
iu one year and nine months from the
coming into operation of the by-law.

-




