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lO THE FALL OF MAN.
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that some even of our cousins are still afflicted with that

ridiculous, although sometimes useful, appendage. I hope
that none of those who are present, representing the be-tailed

families of our species, will take offence at what I have said.

All distinctions founded upon superiority have been done away
by the revolutions of late years ; and the last change in the

fundamental law of our community, I think it was the fifteenth,

made the smallest and longest-tailed monkey in Africa—my
equal.

But to the story of our tail.

Long ago, so long that the years cannot be numbered
upon the all the fingers and toes of all the gorillas and monkeys
in Africa, a beautiful young gorilla was courted by several

gentlemen gorillas, some in their earliest youth, some nearer

maturity, and some at that period of mature middle age which
I—ah have—ah had occasion to observe is not without its

peculiar charms to the tender and beautiful of her sex. But
none of them found favor with her. She seemed averse to
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