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Bent,' uid the tuirender had been accepted.
In October of the lame year, the council of the
propriettrie* of Wcat New Jeriey voted to the
ecretary -general for the dominion of New Eng-
land the cuitody of 'all ecordi relating to gov-
ernment' Thus the whole province fell, with
New York and New EngUnd, under the govern-
ment of Andros. At the revolution, therefore
[the EnglUh Revolution of 1688-86], the aover-
eignty over New Jersey had reverted to the
crown ; and the legal maxim, soon promulgated
by the board of trade, that the domains of the
proprietaries might be bought and sold, but not
their executive power, weakened their attempts
at the recovery of authority, and consigncti the
colony to a temporary anarchy. A community
of husbandmen may be safe for a short season
with little government. For twelve years, the
Jrovince was not in a settled condition. Kroiii
unc, 1689, to August, 1692. East New Jersey

had apparently no superintending administra-
tion, being. In time of war, destitute of military
officers as well as of magistrates with royal or
proprietary commissions. They were protected
by their neighbors from external attacks; and
there is no reason to Infer tliat the sevenii towns
failed to exereise reguluti' g powers within tlicir
respective llmiu. . . . The proprietaries, threat-
ened with the ultimate interference of parliament
in provinces 'where,' it was said, 'no regular
government had ever been estal>lishe<l,' resiilveil

to rt'siRn their pretensions. In their negotiations
with tlie crown, tliey wi8iie<l to insist that there
sliould be a triennial assembly; but King Wil-
liam, though he had against his inrliniition ap-
pn)vc<l triennial parliamenU for England, would
never consent to them In the plantations. lu
1703, the first year of Queen Anne, the surren-
der took plarc before the privy council. The
domain, ceasing to 1h' connected with proprie-
tarv powers, was, under the rules of private
right, contlrme<l to its possessors, and tlie deris-
ion has never been disturbeti. Tiie surrender
of 'the pretended' rights to government being
completed, the two Jerseys were uniunl in one
province; and tlie government was confern'd on
Edwanl Hyde, Lord Combury, who, like Qui'en
Anne, was the grandchild of Clarendon. lU'
taining its sepanite legislature, the provinee hail
for tlie next thirty-six years the some governors
as New York. It never again olitaine<l a cliarter:
the royal commission of April 1702, and the
royal instructions to Ixird Combury, constituteil
the form of its administration. To'thc governor
appointed by the crown belonged the [wwer of
legisiotion, with consent of the royal coiineil and
the representatives of the people. . . . Tlie free-
men of the colony were soon conscious of tlie

diminution of their liberties. "—O. Itancroft. //i./.

ofthf. r. S. (aul/u>rs la»t ret.), pt. it, ch. 2 (c 2).
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A. D. i774-t77*-—End of royal roTeni:iieot.
—Adoption of a State Constitution.— In the
person of William Franklin, unworthy sen of
Benjamin Franklin, New Jersey was afflicted, at
the outbreak of the Revolutionary struggle, with
an arbitrary and olistinatelv royalist governor.
Finding the assembly of the colony refractory
and independent, he refused to convene It in
1774, when the iHHiple desired to send delegates
to the Continental Congress. Thereupon a con-
vention was held at New Brunswick, and this
body not only commissioned delegates to the
general Congress, but appointed a "general com-
mittee of corresnomienre "for the Province. The
committee, in May of the following year, called
Uigether, at Trenton, a s<eond Provincial Con-
vention, wliicli took to ii!<elf the title of the
"Provincial Congress of New Jersey," and as-
sumed the full autlioritv of all the branches of
the govemnient, proviiling for the defense of
the Province and taking measures to curry out
the plans of the Continental Congress. "Gov-
ernor Franklin convened the Legislature on
the 18th of NovemlH-r, 1775. No important
business was tnuisacted, and on the 6th of De-
cemlHT the Assembly was prorogued by the
governor to meet on the 3il of Junuarv. 1776
but it never reassembled, and this was the end
of Provincial legislation in New Jersey underroyal
authoritv. . . . Though the Provincial Congn-ss
of New Jersey had to a great extent assumed the
control of public affairs in the lYovince, it had
not renounced the royal authority. ... On the
24tli of June, u committee was appointed to draft
a constitution.

. . . New Jersey was, however, not
yet ciisiKised to abandon all I'lopes of n-eoncilia-
tiou with the Crown, and tlierefore provided in
the last article of this constitution tliat the in-
slriiment should iH'come void wlienever the king
sliould grant a full redress of grievances, and
agnr to administer Hit' govcniim nt of New
.lerscy in accordance witli the constitution of
England and the riglitsof British subjects. But
on the 18th of July. 1T7[IIJ the Provincial
Congress a.s8nnieil tiie title of The Convention
of the State of New Jersey.' deilared the State
to lie independent of royal authority, ami directed
that .ill otlieial papi'fs, acts of Assembly ami
otiier

I

ililic dcK'unients should be made in the
name ami by the authority of the State." Before
this (Hcum-d. however. Governor Franklin had
iK'cii placed under arrest, by order of Congress,
and sjnt to Connecticut, where he was released
oil parole. He sailed iiiiinediatcly for England.
" Wlieu the State government was organized
under the new constitution, the Legislature en-
ailed laws for the urrest and punishment of all
[K-rsons who opposed Its authoritv."— J. R.
Syplier and E. A. Apgar, llitt. of Sew Jertey
eh. 10-11.
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